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A TRUE
RESIDENCE 
IN A RESIDENCE COMMUNITY
By George Zaki
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When parents leave their students at a college or 

university, they need to believe their children are  

living in safe, clean, and welcoming environments  

where they will be nurtured and protected—just as they 

would at home. 

While students are also concerned with issues of safety, they 

are perhaps equally interested in enjoying the aesthetics  

of their living spaces. They are looking for opportunities 

within their residence halls where they will be encouraged 

to socialize and build friendships. They are also seeking out 

the places they will be able to stay up late studying and  

preparing for challenging classes.



24 PRIVATE UNIVERSITY PRODUCTS AND NEWS pupnmag.com

After all, what is a university or college for? It is a 
learning center where parents send their children 
to study, grow and to discover their potential. 
At private colleges and universities around the 
nation, this is where positive changes in the world 
often begin.

Student Recruitment and Retention
It’s not always a simple task to design residence 
hall furniture that students are drawn to, which is 
one reason it is so important to travel the country 
and continually stay connected to the young 
people at colleges and universities. We recognize 
how important it is that these students feel heard, 
and we know they want to live in residence halls 
that feel like homes. Students offer insights that 
are invaluable in planning the spaces where these 
young minds will feel most inspired.

Any design of new products should cater to 
students’ needs without compromising style 
and the demands of the physical space. Just as 
essential is their comfort, which is an important 
aspect of a student residence. 

Without comfort these places will not be 
pleasant or desirable, which can affect the 
university on several levels: either students choose 

another university with more appealing residence 
halls or students may leave a university because 
another institution offers a more appealing 
place to live. Though there are many factors in 
determining student recruitment and retention, 
one of the most important is certainly where 
students will live and work.

Factors for Design
When designing living space for students, the 
furniture should be flexible and easily moved.  
Reconfigurable furniture is also a must.  Because 
this furniture needs to last, it must be both strong 
and sturdy as well. There should be a variety of 
seat widths, collaborative areas, and geometric 
configurations that are both visually interesting 
and practical.  

Modular seating offers a dynamic space that 
can be easily reconfigured to accommodate 
individuals, small groups, or large group meetings. 
Cluster corners are still a popular option, where 
the furniture pieces can be designed around areas 
that encourage small group collaboration, where 
students are encouraged to sit together, whether 
they are busy discussing classwork or building 
emotional connections.

Connecting People and Their Data
Obviously, electrical components should be 
carefully planned with any design choices, so 
multiple students would be able to share one 
space but have everything they need to plug in 
their phones, laptops, and other devices.

Electrical connections with USB data 
capabilities, which come in a variety of outlet 
designs, should be incorporated within the space. 
Even better, electrical USB ports should be 
offered as part of the furniture, built-ins that do 
not sacrifice the design. With a variety of power 
and data ports to choose from, including flush-
mounted outlets to pop-out versions, students 
can easily incorporate portable technology into 
all of their social spaces.

Research has demonstrated that the most 
popular and often-used spaces are those that 
support small group interactions, and researchers 
continue to document the allure of smaller spaces 
for collaborative work or socializing. For that 
to work, though, access to the right technology 
is key—along with close proximity. Ideally, 
students should have the option to use laptops, 
whiteboards, tablets, and cell phones without 
leaving the group space.

Residence continued
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®

LOCKDOWN
SECURE CLASSROOM IN SECONDS

SIMPLE • FAST • SECURE
FOR EXTREME EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

NIGHTLOCK
classroomlockdown.com

CALL TOLL FREE 1-855-644-4856

The Nightlock Lockdown Door Barricade allows a 
teacher to immediately lock the door from inside the 
classroom, eliminating exposure during a hostile intruder 
situation. This device makes it virtually impossible for an 
intruder to break through an entry door. 

• Simply add this safety device to classroom doors
• Works with outward and inward swing doors
• No need to replace existing hardware
• One time solution - easy to install
• Lockdown in seconds $4995

So affordable!
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Residence continued

Meeting spaces designed to foster a sense of intimacy and privacy 
will also attract students, while offering a more informal feel than their 
classrooms and an opportunity to gain the emotional support from 
their peers that helps students develop a sense of community within 
their residence halls. 

Pleasant Surroundings Build Stronger Students
Residence Halls should have easy access in and out of buildings (i.e. 
elevators, large hallways, extra stairways, ramps for disabled students, 
extra lighting - including in the dorms). The dorm itself should feature 
a generous area for each student with extra lighting and perhaps a lamp 
desk, a comfortable bed, a private bathroom if possible and, obviously, 
easy access to a Dining Hall and a Student Union to relax and study. 

In addition, Recreation Room accessibility is a definite plus. After 
all, recreation time should be strongly recommended for students’ 
physical and psychological health. Without a Recreation Hall, there 
will not be enhancement of relaxing time in a student life, which is 
necessary and should be part of the curriculum.

Study after study has demonstrated that students who are happier 
and more content are far more likely to excel in their studies. Thus, 
we have to design their surroundings carefully, being mindful of the 
powerful impact our choices will have on students’ well-being and 
overall success. A pleasant and appealing student environment will 
result in better students and higher scholastic achievement.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: George Zaki is a mechanical engineer who founded ERG International approximately 35 years ago. From his company’s inception, he’s 

had a very close relationship with design engineers in Europe who created ergonomics. Zaki has trained in ergonomic design under their supervision, so to 

speak, and their guidance in design and style has brought ERG International to its degree of national exposure and branding.
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       how you care about the health of your students and staff by offering a variety 

 

There are 3 SUBWAY® franchise options available for your college or university:  
1. Earn rental income by leasing space to an experienced SUBWAY® franchisee 
who will invest to build, equip, staff, and operate the restaurant. 2. The college or 
university can become a SUBWAY® franchisee to own and operate. 3. If the  
college or university has a food service contractor for managing retail operations, 
it may already be a SUBWAY® franchisee or it may become one. The contractor 
can also operate, manage, or sub-contract space to a SUBWAY® franchisee. 

S       of great-tasting, healthier menu items, including the SUBWAY FRESH FIT™ 
menu**, which features items that are trans-fat free, and low in saturated 
fat and cholesterol.  Sandwiches and salads with fewer than six grams of fat, 
made with fresh vegetables, are available at SUBWAY® restaurants. Customers 
can have their sandwiches made-to-order.  With strong brand recognition, flexible 
floor plans, fresh, healthier food choices, SUBWAY® restaurants are popular with 
students. A breakfast program with branded coffee is also available. 

Contact: Liz Smethurst 800.888.4848 x 1398 or 203.877.4281 x 1398 
Email: Smethurst_L@subway.com                                      www.subway.com 

ZAGAT SURVEY  
Fast Food Category  

Most Popular 
SUBWAY®  # 1  

Top Service 
SUBWAY®  # 1  
Healthy Options 
SUBWAY®  # 1  

N U T R I T I O U S  
   The nutritious foods your students and staff want . . . 
   The healthier bottom line you want. 


