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Though “13 Reasons Why” was originally a young adult novel published in 2007, many college 
students have recently been binging the Netflix series adapted from the novel, and they are sharing 
their reactions on social media. I wish we lived in a world where there would be no need to monitor 
your students for warning signs of suicide, but the statistics demonstrate there is good reason to be 
cautious and alert, particularly if there’s a popular show that is dominating social networks and 
reopening painful wounds. 

In the story, the events take place after a young woman, Hannah Baker, has killed herself, and she has 
left behind thirteen cassette tapes—each one dedicated to a person that played a part in her decision: 
whether it was someone who harmed her directly, someone who harmed her through inaction, or 
even someone who loved her but didn’t make the “right” choices in a crucial moment. The last tape 
was dedicated to the only adult of the thirteen: a distracted school counselor who presumably could 
have saved her if only he had said the right thing or at least read between the lines to see how much 
she was suffering.  

Kalhan Rosenblatt of NBC News addresses some of the concerns being shared on various platforms 
about the potential dangers of the popular series. He cites mental health experts who fear the show 
glorifies teen suicide, among other problems, and could ultimately be “more harmful than helpful” 
when it comes to opening a dialogue with teens most at risk. Dr. Victor Schwartz, the medical director 
of the JED Foundation, explains that the show is filled with imagery that could be harmful to young 
adults already dealing with thoughts of suicide. Schwartz adds, “The whole thing is an extended 
revenge fantasy” with an erroneous premise: that others are directly to blame for her decision. He even 
suggests the scene with the counselor could prevent other students who are suffering from seeking out 
their school counselor, for fear the interaction would be just as pointless and painful.

Though the show and book are both focused on high school characters, we all know that the only 
thing separating a high school senior from a first-year university student is three months of summer 
and—often—a newfound freedom, for better or worse, a weakened support system, heightened 
anxieties, and pressure from a variety of sources. If there is a professor out there who has never had 
several students crying in their office at some point during the semester, I certainly haven’t met them. 

In “Shedding Stigma to Stop Suicides on College Campuses,” Kelly Wallace cites statistics that 
support an increasing number of college students have seriously considered suicide and that more than 
1,000 college students kill themselves every year. Wallace notes that more colleges and universities 
are training faculty, staff, and even students to work toward suicide prevention. Wallace adds that 
“mental health needs on campus are real and serious,” and that they’re also growing, which is why 
institutions are ramping up on their procedures to keep students safe. In addition to the alarming 
and significant growth in the number of students who have contemplated suicide, she suggests that 
“equally concerning is the significant increase in the percentage of students who have purposely 
harmed themselves, such as engaging in cutting, hitting, burning and hair pulling, without intending 
to kill themselves.”

Now, I’m not the type to promote the concept that one TV show has the power to compel otherwise 
healthy students to act out destructively. However, I do recognize that sometimes one push in the 
wrong direction can have life-altering consequences for a young person who is already on the edge. 
We can’t always know what students are thinking and feeling, and we can’t protect them from every-
thing—especially themselves—but we can be watchful.  We can be alert. We can be present.
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At University of Valley Forge in Phoenixville, PA, Dr. Marianne 

Modica teaches early childhood education, including a powerful and 

memorable senior-level course in Multicultural Education, while 

also serving as a leader in diversity initiatives and race relations 

on campus and in the wider community. Modica has published the  

academic work Race Among Friends as well as a young adult novel 

—The R Word—which explores race relations among a group of 

teenage friends, a text used in many college classrooms.

Twenty Years Toward a Cause
After serving twenty years on the same campus, 
Modica has become more and more involved 
in all aspects of the Education department  
programming, including assisting in development 
of the state-certified education program. 
Having always been passionate about multi-
cultural education, she “appropriated” the 
course from a professor who was happy 
enough to pass the torch. The required 
Multicultural Education course was purposely 
designed for seniors, so the students would 
know each other fairly well, and even be good 
friends, by the time the toughest conversations 
were required. Additionally, the senior students 
would all know and trust Modica, so she has the 
opportunity to contextualize those conversations 
with both skill and understanding.

Because she has heard the same themes 
over the years from white students—that 
racism is behind us and dwelling on a 
problematic history is serving no one—she’s 
never surprised by those stances from white 
students in any class. However, many white 
students are often profoundly surprised by 
some of the experiences of their non-white 
college friends. Her ethnography Race Among 
Friends, in fact, focused on a group of students 
that had grown up together and gone to school 

with each other since kindergarten. One of 
the most compelling discoveries was that “the 
friendships actually informed the expecta-
tions,” and students of color were slow to share 
negative race-based encounters from their own 
history if they felt their white friends would 
be troubled. In short, a long-time classroom 
community realized they had everything in 
common in terms of life experiences, except 
those that fell along racial lines.

Thinking About the Hard Things
Current student Sara F. Donnamaria has 
taken several classes with Dr. Modica, but 
the one that stands out the most for her is 
the senior-level course in Multicultural 
Education. Donnamaria acknowledged that 
the conversations were a bit stilted at first 
because the topics were so potentially explosive 
and divisive. She had worked with her class-
mates in the same cohort for years, and she 
considered all of them close friends, so these 
hard questions risked threatening what felt, to 
Donnamaria, like a strong and cohesive unit.

However, in one exercise, Modica had the 
students form a straight line at the back of the 
class and started asking a series of questions. If 
the statement applied to an individual, he or 
she was to take a step forward.  As the series of 
questions—all designed to demonstrate direct 

and indirect privilege—concluded, the results 
were striking. Donnamaria was at the front of 
the class with her white peers alongside her. 
Their black friends, for the most part, were 
still in the back of the room. “My black friends 
would never have told us these things,” she 
added.

“I was actually a little mad at her,” Donnamaria 
admits. This recognition was troubling and 
upsetting—even shocking—for the white 
students in the class; she also recalls being 
embarrassed that she had no idea what so 
many people she considered friends were 
encountering in their daily lives—encounters 
there were fundamentally unjust. Her black 
peers, however, shrugged off their white 
peers' shock, indicating that these were their 
lives, and therefore they were accustomed to 
the treatment: whether it was being followed 
around in a department store or avoided in a 
social situation. “She loves us,” Donnamaria 
adds, “but she’s not afraid to make us think 
about the hard things.”

In terms of carrying these lessons forward 
into her own teaching, when she graduates this 
month, Donnamaria knows this recognition 
helps all of them acknowledge that they are 
not colorblind, nor should they be. Instead, 
teachers must be highly aware of racial issues 
within any educational environment to ensure 

by Rachel ClevengerPROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT

Exploring Race Relations at University of Valley Forge
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that institutionalized racism would not go 
unchecked. Modica's students not only had 
scads of research they studied to help them 
become cognizant of racial inequalities in 
the classroom, but they also had their own 
personal classroom epiphanies to protect 
them from accidentally overlooking what was 
obvious in the lives of others.

Powerfully Influencing  
Future Educators
Former student Caroline de Kruif shares that 
her teaching has been powerfully influenced 
by her time in Modica’s classes. Now in her 
seventh year of teaching early childhood 
classes, she still holds values and practices 
that stem from the foundation of Modica’s 
training. “Her work with race relations left a  
timely impact on the lens through which I view 
education,” de Kruif adds, “and has helped 
prepare me for the work that I do today.”

Raven Compton, another former student 
and current educator, recalls Obama’s 2008 
presidential win, and the discussion among 
middle-class whites about a presumably 
post-racial America, all while she was subse-
quently “learning about the deep roots of 
institutional racism and the realities of those 
that I had unknowingly ignored.” 

Compton believes Modica’s work to be 
even more timely and relevant in 2017, partic-
ularly in studying the interaction of race and 
policy decisions that disenfranchise minority 
students. Now as she teaches her own classes, 
Compton hopes she is also working to 
further social justice as an educator, adding, 
“For every student I have ever impacted, Dr. 
Modica was the impetus.” 

Because Modica has heard the same themes over the years from white 

students—that racism is behind us and dwelling on a problematic history 

is serving no one—she’s never surprised by those stances from white 

students in any class. However, many white students are often profoundly 

surprised by some of the experiences of their non-white college friends.
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Spotlight continued

Current student Cassie A. Davis agrees, 
explaining that Modica’s insights on issues of 
race and diversity have been invaluable, in that 
she pushes students to face these potentially 
volatile topics head-on, while Modica is deftly 
using her extensive background to contextualize 

the issues in research and acknowledging the 
emotional courage it takes to push through 
harder topics. Davis adds, “She doesn’t make 
you work to have more information, but to 
internalize it and take a good hard look at 
the way you used to think.” Davis also agrees 

that the Multicultural Education course was 
incredibly thorough and meaningful. “While 
Dr. Modica is a white woman, she brings to 
light issues most people in her situation would 
be uncomfortable talking about in a way that 
is not offensive but insightful.” 

A Strong Voice in the Community
Jennifer Gale, the Vice President of Student 
Life and Chair of the Diversity Committee, 
calls Modica a strong voice on their campus 
for addressing race relations, as well as an 
“energetic and proactive advocate through our 
Diversity Committee, guiding inner-organi-
zational research and creating programs and 
policies to address issues raised by faculty and 
staff and to grow UVF’s cultural competency 
as a whole.” Gale believes they are a stronger 
University because of Modica’s expertise and 
community involvement. 

Reverend David S. Kim, President of University 
of Valley Forge, adds that Modica serves as 
a key person on their diversity committee, 
adding that she is a professor who is well- 
respected as a leader in diversity issues and 
racial relations. “We don’t shy away from 
tough conversations,” Kim explains. There are 
open forums and ongoing conversations about 
which diversity issues are most pressing and 
the best ways to approach any problem. 

While Kim notes there will always be room for 
improvement and new issues to tackle, he is 
part of an administration that is ready to work 
through those issues in order to ensure students 
are living in harmony, or as close as they can 
get to harmony. “Diversity is great, but brings 
challenges,” Kim states. “Philosophically, we 
don’t sweep this under the rug.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Dr. Rachel James 

Clevenger, editor of PUPN MAG, earned her 

B.A and M.Ed. degrees from Mississippi 

College. After finishing her PhD in  

Composition and Rhetoric, she taught and served as 

the University Writing Center Director for Birmingham 

Southern College and University of Alabama at 

Birmingham.
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By Fred BezatSAFETY AND SECURITY

Emergency Communication Platforms: 
The Latest in Integration Capabilities

The Foundation for Security Protocols 
Emergency communication platforms provide the foundation upon which 
your safety protocols are carried out. Through monitors, displays, and mobile 
devices across your campus, plus audible alerts and alarms, you have a fast 
and customizable method for deploying emergency notifications and follow-up 
communications in a crisis. Just as safety and emergency best practices are 
evolving for colleges and universities, so too is the technology to help campuses 
disseminate that information. 

When there’s a threat to your university community, 

one of your top priorities is to notify the authorities 

and communicate to students and staff how to stay 

safe. Every second counts, every message must be 

fast and accurate, and every system must perform.
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Let’s take a look at the latest in integrated emergency communi-
cation platforms and how you can communicate more quickly and 
clearly when there is a threat. 

The Latest in Integration Capabilities
Behind the attractive user interfaces of well-designed communications 
platforms—though important for usability—are the most critical 
details you need to know. 

First and foremost, you should understand how the platform detects 
alarms and deploys information. The most advanced and flexible 
platforms are hosted by the vendor in the cloud, which gives you greater 
reliability by avoiding the risk of power outages, lightning damage, or 
poor maintenance that could cause on-premise system servers to fail. 

With a cloud-based solution, you can access its management portal/
user interface from any connected device from any location and by 
any authorized user—including from outside a building or off campus 
during an emergency. 

An emergency communication platform cannot and should not 
stand alone: Integration with your other systems—fire, lockout, etc.—is 
required for a truly comprehensive communication system. In action, 
this means that when a fire alarm is pulled in Building A, an authorized 
user of your communication platform can deploy specific evacuation 
messages to that building.

The most reliable platforms connect through electrical wiring to 
monitor the “normally open” electrical contacts of emergency systems. 
This provides direct physical access to alarm switch status, which can 
trigger a completely automated response. This is more robust than relying 
on staff to observe and report dangerous issues, or remember complex 
emergency protocols during a crisis.

The Way Integrators Work
Integrators are physically wired to fire panels, lockdown switches, or 
any electrical “normally open switch” for reliability and a fast response. 
The number of switches that can be monitored depends on your 
platform.

The integrators convert a change in a switch’s physical status (e.g. a 
fire alarm is pulled) into internet messages that cause the cloud-based 
management software to trigger appropriate alarm screens on displays 
throughout the building or campus. Voice instructions or automatic 
notifications to authorities add to the effectiveness of alert displays. 

Initial, pre-configured message delivery choices are “all-call notifi-
cation” or “zoned notification.” Severe weather alerts and advisories are 
provided by NOAA through online data feeds (versus alarm switches) 
and are initially deployed as all-call messages. Your entire school or 
campus receives the same message—for instance, “Tornado warning, 
take shelter!” Notification systems that can deploy follow-up weather 
alert messages with more detail, to specific audiences, are much more 
effective than those that cannot.

For all-call fire or lockdown emergency notifications, a single switch 
is monitored by one input on one integrator. When the switch’s status 
changes, a single message is created and initial alerts are deployed. 
Again, follow-up alerts can contain more detailed information or be 
deployed to selected displays.

For zoned configurations, multiple integrators are wired to monitor 
a single switch. When the switch’s status changes, the platform triggers 
different messages for the initial response to the emergency. Integrators 
can be assigned to groups of displays—such as those in a particular 
dorm building—and messages can be tailored for particular groups 
when the alerts are triggered by the same alarm. 
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Safety and Security continued

Protocols in Practice 
During an emergency, one message is rarely 
relevant to everyone. With the advances in 
integration technology discussed above, you 
have greater power to customize your messages 
based on the layout of particular buildings or an 
area of campus so that individuals receive the 
most useful, specific instructions. 

Customizing messages based on location or 
group is applicable in nearly any emergency 
situation, from severe weather to active shooter. 
It can also help avoid unnecessary panic if an 
emergency is not relevant to the entire campus; 
in these scenarios, pre-configured messages can 
be disseminated to specific buildings or even 
specific parts of buildings. 

For instance, rather than sending out one 
message to everyone that reads, “Evacuate 

building immediately,” the initial emergency 
message in one part of a building may read, “Exit 
immediately through door A” while another part 
of a building may see, “Exit immediately via 
stairwell.”

Initial messages are written and loaded ahead 
of time, and can be deployed either automatically 
via an integrator or at the touch of a button by 
an authorized user. During the emergency, the 
messages may be edited as the situation warrants. 
Concurrently, email or text notifications can also 
be sent to on-campus or off-campus authorities. 

Considering Routine  
Messaging Capabilities  
Some emergency communication platforms are 
specific to emergency scenarios only,  while others 
may serve multiple uses, such as the delivery of 
daily news and routine announcements. 

The systems that serve multiple, routine purposes 
are going to be far more intuitive and effective 
for your staff during an emergency because they 
will be familiar with it. There’s less need to train 
users, drills will go more smoothly, and there’s far 
less risk of a slow response or an error if a user is 
handling a system they use every day. 

Increased Flexibility and Peace of Mind
Detailed messaging should be part of a 
university’s emergency plans to supplement 
the campus-wide comprehensive plan, which 
may be difficult or impossible to access in an 
actual emergency. The latest advancements in 
integration technology give schools more flexi-
bility and reliability than ever before, enabling 
faster responses to the campus community.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Fred Bezat is product 

manager at American Time, where he’s 

responsible for the strategic planning and 

development of the EverAlert emergency communi-

cation platform. Prior to his work with American Time, 

Bezat held product manager positions for a variety of 

U.S. and European companies.

Through monitors, displays, and mobile devices across your campus, plus 

audible alerts and alarms, you have a fast and customizable method for 

deploying emergency notifications and follow-up communications in a crisis.
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By Jamie DarpelCONSTRUCTION AND PLANNING

Considering Safety When Purchasing a New Sports Floor
Critical Importance of Subfloor Build-Up
Beneath the surface of a shiny hardwood floor with 
painted school logos and gamelines is a well-engi-
neered subfloor consisting of just the right amount of 
mechanical features that provide protection for the 
athlete. The subfloor build-up is critical to the long-term 
health and safety of the athlete since the floor can have a 
significant impact on joints, muscles, and the endurance 
of the player.

Design and construction of the floor is actually 
a science. While it is great to have a floor that looks 
good on camera or from the stands, it’s actually more 
important to have a safe floor that improves performance 
and enhances the endurance of the athlete.

Anyone responsible for a large purchasing decision can quickly grow 

overwhelmed during the research phase, especially when trying to  

review all available options. If you are the person in charge of researching 

and selecting a new floor for your gymnasium or fitness area, you have 

likely experienced this frustration. After all, the surface of athletic floors 

all look the same, so that makes them all equal, right? Not quite.
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This means, along with analyzing other 
criteria, you are called to determine which 
floors are the safest. There are several things to 
consider when selecting a new floor. With all 
the options available, you must first consider 
your budget, floor thickness requirements, 
climate and humidity levels, activity and 
purpose, hardwood or synthetic, location, 
size requirements, and other factors. 

Once you analyze your needs and budget, 
and are “keeping it real” by considering your 
requirements first, you have narrowed down 
the options significantly. 

The Importance of Safety 
Now onto a critical part: safety. Athletes 
begin their entry into the world of sports at 
a younger than ever age these days. Many 
sports programs start exposing kids as early 
as pre-school age, which means many kids 
will have played at least one sport on a gym 
floor. As they get older, the number of kids 
participating in sports programs continues 
to increase, and thousands of kids will have 
spent hundreds of hours in the gymnasium by 
the time they get to the collegiate level. 

Floors that are not properly constructed 
with athletic safety in mind can have a 
negative impact on joints and muscles, 
increasing the risk of injury.

Safety Guidelines for Sports Flooring
Now, let's consider what actually makes a floor 
“safe”? Here are some guidelines to follow when 
researching and considering the purchase of a 
new sports floor:

1. Subfloor Design: The subfloor design in 
a Maple sports floor consists of multiple layers 
and components that provides the ideal amount 
of resiliency, or cushion, suitable for various 
sports and activities. It gives the floor a certain 

level of “bounce” or “spring.” The subfloor layer 
is vitally important because it protects athletes 
from playing on an extremely hard surface. 

The harder the surface, the greater the 
risk of injuries to the athlete, especially over 
time. Imagine running on a concrete floor 
and the toll it would take on your body over 
time. Proper subfloors provide a comfortable 
playing surface that aren’t as harsh as concrete 
or other hard surfaces.

2. Performance Testing: When a sports 
floor manufacturer designs a new floor, it 
undergoes a series of tests that must meet 
certain performance standards. Similar to 
crash test ratings for the automobile industry, 

Design and construction of the floor is actually a science. While it is

great to have a floor that looks good on camera or from the stands, it’s

actually more important to have a safe floor that improves performance

and enhances the endurance of the athlete.
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Construction and Planning continued

sport flooring is tested for various factors that 
have an effect on performance and safety. 

There are a few areas that are tested, one 
of which is shock absorption, also known as 
force reduction, is a floors ability to reduce the 
impact on the athlete and instead absorb the 
impact into the floor. This provides comfort to 
the athlete and allows them to reserve energy 
during activities.   

Another area that is tested is the area of 
deflection, or the area of a floor surrounding 
an athlete during impact. It is important to 
design a floor that is soft enough for comfort, 
but not so soft that it has a trampoline effect 
and negatively impacts athletes that are 

close to one another during game play. For 
example, when a volleyball player jumps to 
block a ball, their impact on the floor when 
landing should be contained to a small area to 
prevent a teammate from feeling this impact.

Next is surface friction, which is an 
important test for measuring the amount of 
slip resistance in the floor finish. Most sports 
floor systems are finished on site and the finish 
chosen by the contractor. Some manufacturers 
also offer a pre-finished floor option. 

Regardless of the method chosen, the floor 
finish must have enough friction to control 
sliding of the athlete on a floor, but also be 
flexible enough to allow some movement. An 

extremely slippery floor or a floor that is too 
rigid or tacky can cause serious injuries to 
the players and potentially affect their future 
participation in sports.  

3. Northern Hard Maple: Maple has been the 
preferred surface for athletic hardwood surfaces 
since the early years of basketball due its strength 
and ability to withstand a lot of wear and tear. 
Northern Hard Maple is harvested in the 
northern part of the US for a variety of purposes, 
with sports flooring being one of them. 

Most of the US manufacturers of hardwood 
sports flooring belong to the Maple Flooring 
Manufacturers Association (MFMA). Not all 
hardwood floors are created equal, so they work 
together to ensure the highest quality standards 
of Maple for sports flooring comes from America's 
forests in a responsible and sustainable way. 

There are plenty of products that claim to be 
equal or better than Maple for sports surfacing 
(bamboo, imported Maple, exotics, etc…), but 
none of them compare to a Northern Maple 
floor and the measures that are taken by the 
industry to ensure its quality and sustainability.

With all the floor options available, you must first consider your budget, 

floor thickness requirements, climate and humidity levels, activity and 

purpose, hardwood or synthetic, location, size requirements, and  

other factors.

Clean is an understatement. 
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4. Quality Installation: Equally important is hiring a contractor that 
specializes in sports flooring installations. There are thousands of flooring 
contractors to choose from, but very few that specialize in sports flooring 
and are authorized to install a sports flooring manufacturer's product. 

It is important to do your research and hire a reputable contractor that 
understands the mechanics and science of a sports floor system. A bad 
installation can result in a bad subfloor, which results in performance issues 
down the road. The MFMA offers an accreditation program for installers to 
ensure quality and proper installation. Don’t be afraid to ask a contractor 
for a copy of their accreditation certificate.

While considering all of these factors may seem like a burdensome task, 
remember that the typical maple sports floor lasts for 40-50 years, and in 
some cases even longer. Compared to all other surface material options on 
the market, a maple sports floor has the lowest overall life cycle cost. 

In short, a few months of research to choose the best floor for your facility, 
and the safest floor, is well worth the time and investment for athletes of all 
ages and every skill level.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jamie Darpel is the Marketing Manager for  Robbins 

Sports Surfaces (www.robbinsfloor.com), a division of Robbins, Inc. She is 

in her seventh year leading the marketing efforts at Robbins and has over 

12 years of experience as a marketing professional. She holds a BA from Northern 

Kentucky University.
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It has been six decades since Samford University relocated to 

its Homewood site from East Lake. While the campus continues 

to be noted for its architectural beauty, some of its 2.5 million 

square feet of buildings are almost 60 years old, with attendant 

problems of age. And, some campus buildings constructed much 

later lack important energy, water and cost-saving efficiencies. 

by Philip Poole and William A. Nunnelley

S A MFORD

Infrastructure Improvement
BEGINS VAST PROGRAM OF 
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In light of this, Samford has undertaken a 
comprehensive plan to address infrastructure 
needs for the entire campus, increase energy 
efficiency, practice campus-wide conservation, 
and refresh and renew every facility. The 
infrastructure plan supports a larger updated 
campus master plan announced during the fall 
and is expected to generate more than $1.65 
million in savings annually. 

The Goal of Heightened Conservation
“The goal of heightened conservation is built 
within our stated core values [‘stewardship of 
all resources’] and our strategic plan,” noted 
President Andrew Westmoreland in a recent 
message to the campus. 

The infrastructure improvement program 
represents a $31 million effort approved by 
Samford’s board of trustees to implement 
conservation projects in virtually every area 
of the campus over the next 24 months. 
Westmoreland noted that capital funds for the 
improvements will come through a contract 
with Johnson Controls Inc. (JCI), a global 
leader in the manufacture and promotion of 
energy efficiency technologies. 

“The expense of the projects will be provided 
through JCI, and those funds will be repaid 
through the energy savings we will achieve 
over the JCI contract term,” Westmoreland 
explained. “In the process, we will provide 
a cleaner, safer environment, reduce energy 
expenses, reduce our carbon output and accom-
plish considerable improvements to many of 
our facilities.” 

The plan is structured so that there will 
be no diversion of resources away from other 
Samford operations or programs, nor will there 
be a negative impact on tuition and fees paid by 
Samford students, he noted. 

The plan includes the following: 

• A new campus chilled water plant to improve 
reliability, enhance comfort and increase 
capacity, improving energy efficiency by 50 
percent while increasing cooling capacity by 22 
percent. 

• A rainwater harvesting system  at Sherman 
Circle to recapture and filter storm water that 
can be used for irrigation, as well as  wells to 
provide irrigation for intramural fields and the 
Track and Soccer Stadium. 

• Installing high-quality operable windows that 
drive comfort, reduce maintenance and 
improve campus safety while preserving the 
design integrity of the campus Georgian 
Colonial aesthetic. 

• Introducing modernized building automation 
systems  to reduce energy consumption and 
identify maintenance needs before they become 
a problem.

• Extensive LED lighting retrofits and lighting 
controls upgrades to increase light level quality, 
flexibility and efficiency, and reduce mainte-
nance costs while providing outdoor lighting 
that supports campus safety. 

Specific examples of work already underway 
or scheduled for the coming months include 
indoor and outdoor lighting upgrades across the 
campus, domestic water conservation measures 
in campus housing, window replacements in 
numerous buildings, piping insulation, chilled 
water plant modernization, improvements in 
building automation systems, heating/venting/
air conditioning upgrades, and electrical and 
mechanical improvements. 

Samford Infrastructure Improvement continued
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“The net impact of the changes should be a 
reduction of more than 15,000 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide each year and an annual savings 
of more than 20 million gallons of water,” 
said Westmoreland. “Given Alabama’s current 
drought, it’s difficult to overstate the impor-
tance of our commitment.” 

Updated Campus Master Plan Sets 
Course for Samford University’s Future
Samford University’s 175-year history is one of 
academic excellence and leadership. The vision 
of the institution’s founders to provide a college 
of high character is as strong today as it was in 
the beginning. That vision is taking new root in 
the first major update of the university master 
plan since the campus moved to its current 
location in the 1950s. 

The university engaged Birmingham-based 
Davis Architects and Boston-based Dober 
Lidskey Mathey to assist with developing the 
new long-range plan, which was approved in 
concept in December of 2016 by the university’s 
board of trustees. 

The plan features four phases that align with 
the university’s strategic plan and addresses 
needs in a long-term, fiscally appropriate and 

responsible way, according to Harry B. Brock 
III, Samford’s executive vice president and vice 
president for business and financial affairs. 
Brock led a multifaceted, campus-wide review 
process that resulted in the new plan. 

The university sought input from all areas of 
Samford’s constituency—students, employees, 
alumni, community leaders and other friends 
of the university. More than 1,000 individuals 
participated in different meetings and public 
forums to formulate and discuss the plan. 

Brock said the planning included goals that 
would enhance the teaching and learning 
environment, contribute to student success, 
allow for growth of new and existing programs, 
improve campus connectivity and space 
utilization, and address current and ongoing 
maintenance while preserving the university’s 
nationally recognized aesthetic. 

A Plan for Continued Growth 
The plan provides support for continued 
growth. Samford’s enrollment has grown 22 
percent over the last 10 years. University officials 
anticipate strong growth in undergraduate and 
graduate programs, including current and new 
offerings in health sciences.

New facilities for the College of Health 
Sciences and Brock School of Business 
provided what Brock called an “incredible 
opportunity to reimagine space assignment” 
of spaces vacated by those programs in 
existing buildings. 

Brock said that with “few key exceptions,” 
Samford has sufficient space available on 
campus for reutilization to meet growth.

The plan’s four phases extend over a ten to 
twenty-year implementation period. 

Phase one includes new residence facil-
ities to accommodate expected growth and 
renovations to existing academic spaces for 
Howard College of Arts and Sciences and the 
School of the Arts. Centralized relocation 
of admission, an enhanced Student Success 
Center and other student services also are 
included. 

Phase two includes enhanced teaching and 
learning spaces, renovations to the university 
center and other academic spaces, as well as 
additional parking. 

Phase three includes potential expansion 
of College of Health Sciences facilities, and 
additional residential space and parking to 
accommodate expected enrollment growth. 

Samford Infrastructure Improvement continued
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Samford Infrastructure Improvement continued

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Philip Poole, APR, is Executive Director of 

University Communication for Samford University. Poole has more 
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25 years in higher education. 

William A. Nunnelley, APR, is Senior Editor and Director of Public  

Relations for Marketing and Communication. Nunnelley directs the 

Samford University News Bureau and has served in Samford’s university 

advancement department for more than three decades.

Phase four and independent projects might include renovations to 
student recreation and fitness facilities, athletics facilities, the fine arts 
center, and additional housing and parking. 

Improvements in pedestrian walkways, transportation circulation, 
sustainability, ADA enhancements, way-finding and signage improve-
ments, and landscaping and contemplative spaces are also part of the 
long range plan. 

Some projects already are underway, including a renovation of the 
Reid Chapel/Burns Hall/Chapman Hall complex and expansion of 
the chiller plant as part of the campus infrastructure improvement 
plan. Components of the transportation plan were implemented in 
fall 2016. Brock said the plan and recommendations for individual 
projects would continue moving forward as projects are scheduled and 
funds are available. The university recently launched a multiyear, $300 
million campaign, Forever Samford, to assist in providing funds for the 
campus master plan implementation. 
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The oft-quoted Shakespearean theme of the 

world as a stage continues to feel relevant and 

appropriate even in 2017. Theatre is glamour, and 

theatre is excitement. In a world where people 

are constantly offering multiple presentations of 

self in digital platforms, highlighting their cultural 

backgrounds and interests, we may be even more 

drawn to the concept of life as a show because  

the idea allows us to make the mundane interesting.

FROM STAGE LEFT TO STAGE RIGHT

CULTURES 
CROSSING

by Cassidy Clevenger
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Honoring Diverse Beliefs and Cultures
The DeBartolo Theatre at Notre Dame does not have to add to the existing 
hype when it comes to dramatization and fascination. The Department of 
Film, Television, and Theatre and the theatre itself have brought diverse 
performances to the forefront of the campus, which allows students, faculty, 
and community to indulge in cross-cultural displays of beauty. The center has 
commissioned dozens of original works, including nearly every genre. In fact, 
DeBartolo Theatre has put forth considerable efforts to emphasize the enlight-
enment that comes with being more sensitive to other cultures.

One example of their commitment to honoring multiple nations and 
diverse beliefs is explained on the theatre’s website when discussing the 
Browning Cinema—Emilio Estevez, Sterlin Harjo, Kleber Mendonça Filho, 
Notre Dame Emeritus Professor Jill Godmilow, and Notre Dame alumni 
Jian Yi, Greg Kohs and Gita Pullapilly have all come to campus to screen 
their films and speak with Browning Cinema audiences.

 
No Small Actors
DeBartolo Theatre seeks out plays and topics that touch on controversial—or 
at the very least, varied—points of views, encompassing identity positions 
such as race, gender, and ethnicity. Notre Dame’s director of theatre, Kevin 
Dreyer, explains the importance of these different perspectives being repre-
sented in the arts.

Though there are many examples of the assorted cultures represented in 
any given season at the college’s theatre, some of the highlights include José 
Rivera’s Cloud Tectonics, Lynn Nottage’s Intimate Apparel, and Bruce Norris’ 

Cultures Crossing continued
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Clybourne Park. Outside of the theatre, other 
forms of performing arts have also gone above 
and beyond to sample and promote cross-
global beauty. For example, Dreyer explained, 
“The DeBartolo Performing Arts Center has 
recently programmed Complexions Contemporary 
Ballet, the Lincoln Center Jazz Ensemble, and 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, among many 
others.”

In addition to working to incorporate inter-
national perceptions and beliefs, DeBartolo 
Theatre also makes concerted efforts to 
include the surrounding community, as well 
as the students and faculty. Within the borders 
of Notre Dame’s campus, Dreyer states that 
many characters to be played in the upcoming 
Christ’s Passion: Medieval Mystery Plays will 
be graduate and undergraduate students on 
campus; when expanding beyond the university 
grounds for casting, the Notre Dame Shake-
speare Festival frequently casts community  
actors in smaller roles. Additionally, their 
Presenting Series (a civic engagement that has 
the explicit goal of integrating professional 
artists and associates with the community) 

recently included performances by the profes-
sional dance company, Ronald K. Brown/
EVIDENCE, which allowed the full auditions, 
rehearsal, and performance experience for 
some community dancers alongside company 
professionals.

 
Mixed Media on Stage
The DeBartolo Theatre is unique in many 
ways. One of the more notable traits, as stated 
by Dreyer, is the fact it houses a multidisci-
plinary department that is fully committed 
to the arts, including everything from schol-
arship to production.

This all-encompassing approach to performing 
arts allows the student actors to be more than 
just familiar with the multiple disciplines 
regarding their craft; instead, they have the 
potential to gain a true understanding of 
them. In conjunction with traditional scripted 
drama, Dreyer shares that other aspects of 
storytelling, such as film, are also revered, 
encouraged, and offered to their students—
both onstage and backstage.

When the Curtain Rises
Considering all that DeBartolo Theatre has 
done for promoting the arts on campus, it is 
surprising to note that the venue is only twelve 
years old. Dreyer explains that the location of 
the theatre is not unintended; it was purposely 
placed on the furthest southern border of the 
campus grounds, which allows for simple 
access to patrons, actors, and students. Dreyer 
states that DeBartolo is a “welcoming gateway 
for both community and campus audiences.”

Dreyer further explains that one of the 
potentially most critical and fundamentally 
beneficial developments for Notre Dame’s arts 
has been the construction of a new School of 
Architecture, as well as a new building for 
the Department of Music—all within direct 
proximity to the performing arts center.

Expanding beyond the boundaries of the 
curriculum, future plans also include relocation 
of the Snite Museum of Art; soon, it will  
be adjacent to Notre Dame’s sculpture park.  
“This literal foregrounding of the arts on the 
campus map should increase both attendance 
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at performing and visual arts events and awareness of their 
value at Notre Dame,” according to Dreyer. These changes and 
expansions on campus are exciting for those who are seeking a 
full immersion in the performing and visual arts. 

 
Crafting Well-Rounded, Empathetic Students
Notre Dame’s Department of Film, Television, and Theatre, 
which is housed within DeBartolo Theatre, is one that deserves 
notice and accolades. The easy access to the arts that is 
promoted on this campus is exciting; having an abundance of 
visual and performing arts—especially ones that are dedicated 
largely to widening one’s scope of reference to other cultures 
and points of view—is vital to creating well-rounded students, 
as well as community members. Furthermore, this emphasis on 
helping an audience view life and situations through another’s 
eyes promotes empathy and provides a liberal arts education 
with breadth and depth.

Cultures Crossing continued
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by David Withee

Years ago, there was a bit of public relations furor at my alma mater, a well-known engineering school, because 

of OSHA citations.  Like many alumni, I was concerned by this news.  Soon a letter arrived for all MIT alumni, 

explaining that while every safety hazard is of concern, some are obviously more troubling than others.

ENSURE THE

IS PROPERLY PROTECTED

MOST DANGEROUS 
SITE ON YOUR CAMPUS
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The good news was the vast majority of 
citations were relatively minor. Most of the 
situations resulting in citations, in fact, are 
common at all college campuses because 
students are at an age where they feel 
indestructible and don’t pay close attention to 
safety procedures. There’s a good chance this 
description of the traditional college-aged 
student fits many of your young charges on 
your own campus

Ask a lab planning architect about the most 
dangerous location in a typical laboratory.  
The likely answer will be the same from any 
number of lab planning architects:  the fume 
hood.  This is where the dangerous chemicals 
are used and where the dangerous activity 
occurs, even in teaching labs.  

Additionally, fume hoods are intentionally 
designed to move air past and into the fume 
hood to keep fumes away from personnel 
using the hoods. This air movement can 
actually feed and enhance the spread of fire. 
Now ask if fire suppression systems are in 
their fume hood specifications.  This is when 
they squirm.

Safety Is Far Less Expensive  
Than an Accident
This doesn’t sound like a good combination, does 
it?  A high-risk user group in a high-risk location 
performing a high-risk activity.  Now, some lab 
planners will say fire suppression systems are not 
required by National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) 45, which applies to educational insti-
tutions. Well, this is not entirely true.  Even if 
this statement could be taken at face value, I feel 
no relief when told the minimum required steps 
have been taken; minimum standards are not 
enough when your students, faculty, and staff are 
at risk. 

What these lab planners are likely referring 
to is wording in NFPA 45 which states fire 
suppression is not required if materials used to 
make the fume hood have a flame spread index 
of no more than 25.  The problem is found in 
the particulars: this fame spread index does not 
mean the hood won’t burn; it merely means the 
materials won’t burn as fast.  

The 2015 edition of NFPA 45 also states fume 
hoods requires automatic fire suppression, “ If a 

hazard assessment determines one is needed for 
safe operation of the fume hood.”  Take careful 
not of the wording: “hazard assessment.” If you 
have not done hazard assessments in your labs 
recently, perhaps this is your first to-do note 
from this article.

The Most Dangerous Location
The fume hood is the most dangerous location in 
a typical lab for a reason; this is where the nasty 
stuff is, where the dangerous work is done.  If a 
fire starts there, it’s not the kind of fire you start 
in your own backyard to cook up some s’mores.

This wording by NFPA is significant simply 
because it is “addressed” in the NFPA codes.  
It represents a “minimum standard” in fire 
protection, and it should be considered your 
“first step” in providing a basic level of safety in 
your laboratory.

While not retroactive, consider this situation.  
You have a fire in a fume hood.  Someone is hurt.  
Now depositions are required by lawyers.  How 
would you explain to a lawyer why you did not 
put an automatic fire suppression system into the 
fume hood when the resulting fire caused severe 

Most Dangerous Site on Campus continued
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injury to a young person? Recently, fire marshals 
in California have actually begun to insist on 
sprinkler systems in fume hoods. This is a good 
sign of things to come.

Aside from what is most appropriate from a 
legal and practical statement, there’s another 
consideration, an emotional one: Imagine a 
moment you could be asked this question: “If 
you knew the fume hood was the most dangerous 
location, why didn’t you do more to protect your 
students?”  Heaven forbid any of us ever find 
ourselves in a situation like this, or ever have a 
student or employee  hurt due to a lab fire.  

Substantial Damage to Buildings     
Possible harm to people is the greatest concern, 
of course, but not the only consideration.  
Remember, when there is a fire in a fume hood, 
the required air flow design can actually support 
and enhance the spread of the fire.  Even worse, 
these fires rarely stay in the fume hood; they can 
spread quickly to other parts of your building.  
By the time room sprinklers are activated, you 
are likely looking at substantial building damage 
as well.  

Downtime in a lab after a fire event can be 
long. While there is nothing in property 
damage that rivals the tragedy of an injured 
person, building damage can be incredibly 
expensive. An automatic fire suppression 
system, while not guaranteed to protect every-
thing, is your first level of protection from 
suffering a catastrophic fire and should be a 
common-sense safety device (especially for 
educational fume hoods). 

At least two manufacturers make UL listed, 
cost-affordable, second-generation fire  suppression 
systems suitable for fume hoods. They can  
be provided in new fume hoods, and are also 
relatively easy to install in existing fume hoods. 
No electricity is required for operation.  

The system is installed inside the fume hood 
with a heat-sensitive detection tube that when 
pressurized, becomes a linear pneumatic heat 
sensor.  When the tube bursts, the pressure loss 
activates the fire suppression system to quickly 
flood the fume hood compartment even if the 
sash is open. Typically the hood is flooded 
with suppressant well before the fire has had a 
chance to grow and spread.  

Located out of the way, fume hood operation 
and maintenance are not affected. Typically 
these systems are UL/FM-approved, which 
can help lower insurance rates.  The insurance 
savings can help pay for these safety devices.  

Checking in with Safety Officials 
No one likes to think about accidents, but some 
of us are still responsible for trying to keep them 
from happening. Perhaps it is time to ask if your 
safety officials have updated their assessments 
on the fume hoods in your facilities, and which 
hoods should perhaps have fire suppression 
systems. What’s your peace of mind worth? 
What is the safety of your students worth?

Most Dangerous Site on Campus continued
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The Culmination of  
Years of Effort and Vision
“The Science Center is the culmination of 
many years of effort and vision from our 
trustees, faculty, alumni and friends,” said 
Dr. Troy D. Hammond, president of North 
Central College. “Having combined a broad 
range of STEM disciplines in one amazing 
space with close mentorship of faculty in small 
classes, our students will get the best science 
education available anywhere.”

For the first time in its history, the College 
will bring together biology, biochemistry, 
chemistry, computer science, neuroscience, 
mathematics, physics, and psychology in 
the new facility. The building also allows for 
additional programming.

More Spacious Labs  
and Research Facilities 
“I am excited about the new facilities with 
more spacious labs and research spaces. They 
are going to make our work safer and more 
efficient,” said Kelsey LaMartina, a junior at 
North Central majoring in biochemistry. “I am 
also super excited for some of the new instru-
ments we will be getting, like a new and stronger 
nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer with 
an auto sampler, which will save students and 
professors hours of time running experiments.”

LaMartina said she’s also looking forward 
to experiencing the various study spaces in the 
facility that were designed to promote the free 
exchange of ideas and more.

A variety of gathering spaces “with white 
boards will be within footsteps of professors and 

classes,” said LaMartina. “Having all the STEM 
fields in the same building will allow for more 
collaboration and foster new ideas for research.”

Showing Interdisciplinary  
Nature of Science 
According to Dr. Jeffrey Bjorklund, professor of 
chemistry and faculty shepherd for the Science 
Center initiative, “What we want this building 
to do is to showcase the interdisciplinary nature 
of science. People do not always remember that 
science, along with humanities and the arts, is a 
critical part of the liberal arts tradition.”

In addition, the new facility will provide 
“dedicated research space for students, making it 
easier for them to carry out projects throughout 
the school year,” said Bjorklund, adding that the 
design of the facility will also provide “a system 
where more students can work together and talk 
about their projects.”

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held March 27, 
marking the Science Center’s “soft opening.” A 
building dedication will take place Oct. 20 during 
the College’s annual Homecoming celebration. 
By fall 2017, laboratories will be fully operational.

This spring’s soft opening gives the campus 
community an opportunity to pause and celebrate 

North Central College continued
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the tremendous progress made on this remarkable 
facility, said Hammond.

“As a valued partner in our community, North 
Central College and its success is Naperville’s 
success,” said Naperville Mayor Steve Chirico. 
“The new Science Center allows the next gener-
ation of scientists to learn their craft in a modern 
setting right here in our city and then make 
measurable change on a global scale. Congratu-
lations to North Central College on the opening 
of this premier facility.”

Building Facts and  
Cutting-Edge Technology
The Science Center is equipped to accommodate 
the most sophisticated hardware, software and 
other learning technology. When fully opera-
tional this fall, it will feature:
• 18 teaching labs
• 16 research labs
• 15 classroom/seminar rooms
• Auditorium/Lecture Hall
• 19 student gathering spaces
• 53 faculty and staff offices

The Center also employs a multitude of 
cutting-edge sustainability features. Energy- 
efficient windows with low thermal and solar 
transmission are installed throughout the 
building. Electrochromic glass is used in 
windows on the sun-facing side of the building. 

Sensors in the glass reduce glare and heat load 
by providing building occupants the option 
to tint glass based on the time of day. This is 
designed to save energy and substantially increase 
the comfort level for the building’s occupants.

Other features include rain gardens and 
a greenhouse. A 1,000-gallon rainwater 
collection cistern is linked with the greenhouse 
to collect rainwater for use in watering plants. 
This will reduce the building’s overall potable 
water demand.

The Center’s ventilation system uses the 
latest building automation technologies to 
increase safety and comfort and reduce fan 
energy. A high-efficiency HVAC system for 
the entire building, along with energy-efficient 
lighting and occupancy sensors, have been 
installed.

North Central College continued
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