
CITY AS TEXT  
AT  J O H N S O N  &  WA L E S  U N I V E R S I T Y ’ S 

C H A R L O T T E  C A M P U S

Gamica Bell is a senior at Johnson & Wales University’s Charlotte Campus 

who is preparing for Study Abroad in Italy. She has never been out of the 

country, but because of City as Text, the John Hazen White College of Arts 

& Sciences class she is taking, she feels more prepared. 

by Melinda Law
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Bell notes, “It’s ridiculous how much I’m 
getting out of this class. Our eyes are really 
being opened to what we miss every day. 
Professor Lisa Kendall teaches us to look at 
everything, question everything and search 
everything. We learn about things we’ve never 
noticed.” 

An Integrated Learning Course
City as Text is an Integrated Learning Course 
(ILS), where students combine what they learn 
in the classroom with real world decisions and 
experiences. The course focuses on the City 
of Charlotte that students investigate, reflect 
and critically analyze as a living and evolving 
system. Bell adds, “It’s seeing the city as it is, 
like underneath the city. We visit museums, 
parks and graveyards. Because our class is so 
diverse, we talk about how Charlotte is different 
from where we are from.”

JWU’s College of Arts & Sciences offer 
nearly 50 ILS courses ranging from Why 
People Do Evil and The Supernatural to 20th 
Century Literature and The Good Life. Mark 
Peres, J.D., wants to ensure his students live 

City as Text continued

LabAire Systems (LAS), a division of Activar 
Plastic Products Group, is a Minnesota-based 
company with a 40 year history of designing 

and manufacturing quality casework, fume hoods, wet 
benches and  custom laboratory equipment.

LAS specializes in identifying value-based solutions 
in concert with purchasing departments, principal 
investigators, and laboratory planners on new facility 
design as well as renovation projects. Laboratory 
installations include chemistry labs, digestion labs, wet 
labs, trace metal testing, waste water treatment and 
oceanic studies.  
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good lives. “I’m interested in the choices we 
make to live meaningfully and well,” Peres says. 
“I think about what a good life is and how we 
achieve it.” 

Peres is so passionate about inspiring his 
students to live lives of meaning and purpose, 
he created How to Change the World, a new 
course he says will help guide students toward 
making a real impact on the world by using 
what they already have—a strong motivation 
to solve social problems on a large scale.

Changing the World with 
Vital Conversations
“We had to take a good hard look at ourselves,”
Kelia McJury ’19 says. “How do you live your 
happiest life and how do you be that person? 
How to Change the World has the same building 
blocks. Why do you want to change and how 
do you fit into the bigger picture? Majors 
prepare us professionally, but these ILS classes 
help us find out who we are on a personal level.”

Jonathan Charles ’18 says what he is 
learning in the A&S courses is closely tied to 
current events. His XX Factor course examines 

PolyProPylene
laboratory Casework  
and Fume Hoods 
Quality laboratory EQuipmEnt sincE 1978

· Chemical & Corrosion-Resistant
· Fixed, Modular and Mobile Designs
· Energy-Efficient Fume Hoods
· Rust-Free Casework
· Custom Design & Fabrication
· ISO 9001: 2015-Certified Processes

CONTACT US WHEN PLANNING YOUR NEXT PROJECT

 INFO@LABAIRESYSTEMS.COM

 877-410-4910

 WWW.LABAIRESYSTEMS.COM

Education Ad Polypro 2018-11-1.indd   1 10/24/2018   12:33:24 PM



48 PRIVATE UNIVERSITY PRODUCTS AND NEWS pupnmag.com

gender role development, gender identity and 
sexuality, societal biases, and stereotyping. 
Students discussed the #MeToo movement, a 
vital conversation in the national spotlight, 
against sexual harassment and sexual assault. 

Charles states, “Taking this class, I now 
understand the changes that need to happen 
at every level in our society. It starts with us 
as individuals by avoiding stereotypes and 
premonitions, actively making everyone feel 
welcome anywhere, and striving for equality 
in the workplace. Only by attacking the issue 
at its source will we be able to challenge the 
historical power differences between men and 
women.” 

When a Class is About 
More Than a Grade
This term, Charles, who is enrolled in How 
to Change the World, says his thinking of just 
“how to pass” a class radically changed. “When 
a class is unique enough, it gives you freedom 
to learn in a different or certain way. The 
experience ends up more important than the 
grade. We do something rather than just talk 

City as Text continued

A&S will host a Distinguished Visiting 

Professor (DVP) in November, Michael 

Marsicano, president and CEO  of 

Foundation For The Carolinas, and 

former president and CEO of the Arts 

& Science Council in Charlotte. He is 

expected to talk with students about 

his challenge during his years heading 

the Arts & Science Council when the 

Charlotte Repertory Theater planned to stage the Pulitzer Prize-

winning play Angels in America in 1996.  Local evangelicals mounted 

a protest, objecting to themes of the AIDS crisis and homosexuality. 

The county commission stripped the Arts and Science Council of 

$2.5 million in taxpayer funding. Marsicano led efforts to ensure the 

showing of the play and re-funding of the arts.
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about it,” Charles explains. That “something” is 
an assignment to make a change and document 
how they do it.  His subject is food waste, and 
McJury is promoting veganism on campus.

“The College of Arts & Sciences strategi-
cally provides students with multiple lenses to 
connect the past and the future and influences 
them to seize the present moment to make a 
change in themselves and in society,” says 
Fernanda Tate-Owens, assistant professor. 

Arts & Sciences at JWU is more than just 
career prep for students’ first jobs. It provides 
them with a varied view of the world, helping 
prepare them for purposeful and fulfilling lives.

City as Text continued

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Melinda Law is  

the director of communications & media 

relations at Johnson & Wales University. 

She has been with JWU since the Charlotte 

Campus opened its doors to students in 2004. 

Previously she was a news reporter at WBTV (CBS).
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