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Outrage culture is exhausting. Nothing has been more emotionally draining recently than the debate 
over the depiction of white male students from Kentucky’s Covington Catholic High School on a field 
trip to a March for Life event, where a photo and short video quickly went viral. The photo depicted 
a young white male in the ubiquitous red MAGA hat standing in front of an older Native American 
man; he appeared to be smirking, although that word has recently been debated at length—and, really, 
it doesn’t matter. The difference between describing someone as smiling or smirking is, ultimately, 
perception-based.
 
We all brought our own biases and perceptions to the story and immediately assigned blame. For 
instance, I’ll admit that I saw a smirk in the photo, but I was drawing on my experiences with some 
white Southern males who exhibited what I saw as arrogance and entitlement. In “The Media Botched 
the Covington Catholic Story,” The Atlantic's Caitlin Flanagan describes the young man’s smile as 
“implacable and inscrutable.” The video, without context, seemed to offer evidence of bullying, and 
people pounced. Nathan Phillips, the Native American depicted in the video, was described by 
multiple outlets to be a Vietnam War veteran, which made (what appeared to be) the disrespectful, 
hateful stance of the teens even more appalling.
 
Another video made the rounds soon after; Flanagan describes it this way: “In the golden hour at the 
Lincoln Memorial, the lights illuminating the vault, Phillips stands framed against the light of the 
setting sun, wiping tears from his eyes as he describes what has happened—with the boys, with the 
country, with land itself.”
 
While Phillips tearfully reported that the students were chanting “Build that wall,” Flanagan said it 
was akin to “an ode to a nation’s lost soul.” She adds, “His version was all-encompassing, and he was 
treated with such patronizing gentleness by the news media that he was never directly confronted 
with his conflicting accounts.”
 
As more videos emerged, viewers realized the story was more complex. As is our way now, things 
went the other direction, and smaller details were ignored so the students were treated as complete 
innocents—heroes even. Flanagan describes Nick Sandmann, the student in the first viral video, as 
“the one person who tried to be respectful of Phillips and who encouraged the other boys to do the 
same.” Interestingly, the young man in the picture released what he said was the factual account of 
what happened. While I appreciated hearing from him directly, I was struck by how his perception 
was now being presented by multiple outlets as the only set of facts.
 
As the public raged, Bishop Roger Foys of Covington, Kentucky, wrote a letter to parents of  Covington 
Catholic students saying he had felt pressure from all sides to respond immediately to the situation, 
which meant he reacted prematurely, so he was apologizing to the students. In a third communication 
of the week, he apologized again: “We apologize to anyone who has been offended in any way by either 
of our statements, which were made with good will based on the information we had.” 
 
Ultimately, he mourned the fallout that the events had caused, including on sites “that purport to 
be Catholic and pro-life” but have been “anything but pro-life.” He concludes with the prayer that 
with God’s grace and the goodwill of all involved that peace can reign in the minds and hearts of 
their faithful.
 
The key element to this entire affair is that even with multiple videos and eyewitness accounts, we 
are all seeing different things. What there’s no mistake about, though, is that many of us are quick 
to judge and condemn—and slow to listen and love…myself included.
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Suna Gunther, an assistant professor of voice at The College 

of Saint Rose, in Albany, New York, specializes in the 

ornamentation and improvisation of different singing genres. 

She teaches students how to give an authentic performance of 

the music they sing, be it  opera or Motown. Gunther, who 

earned her D.M. at Indiana University, is also a soprano 

and a touring musician. Several times a year she and the 

five-member ensemble Trio Chicago and Friends perform 

a cross section of American music in non-Western countries, 

as representatives of the U.S. Department of State.

A Country with  
No Formal Music Education
Most recently, she visited Saudi Arabia. 
Saudi Arabia is a country, Gunther 
notes, that offers no formal music 
education, and where the cinema only 
recently became legal. During her visit, 
news broke of the murder of American 
journalist and Saudi dissident Jamal 
Khashoggi, apparently at the hand of 
the Saudi crown prince.

Nonetheless, at an elementary 
school in the city of Dhahran, girls 
in Halloween costumes and teachers 
largely covered by their abayas and 
niqabs saw Gunther’s group perform 
selections from “Porgy and Bess,” the 
overture to “Candide,” some blues 
classics, and songs by Duke Ellington.

 “You’d think it was a Justin Bieber 
concert. After the first piece, they 
erupted in screaming,” explains 
Gunther, a soprano. “It was the first 
live music performed at the school.”

 
Creating Lasting Ties  
to Other Countries
Over the past eight years, she has 
traveled with the ensemble to 15 
largely non-Western countries, some 

multiple times. The visits are part of 
a suite of cultural programs the State 
Department uses to create lasting ties 
to other countries.

The gig has found her performing 
the works of Copeland, Ellington, 
Bernstein, Porter, Gershwin, and 
Joplin before children, college students, 
and diplomats in Cambodia, Thailand, 
Singapore, South Korea, Turkey, 
Micronesia, Kuwait, Chile, and Saudi 
Arabia. The ensemble has commem-
orated Fulbright anniversaries, the 
60th anniversary of U.S.-Korea 
relations, the 40th anniversary of 
President Nixon’s visit to China, and 
the 750th anniversary of the founding 
of the Thai city of Chiang Rai.

Making a Difference  
in a Small Way
Following performances, Trio Chicago 
and Friends holds discussions and 
assists music students with their work. 
The musicians are sure to discuss 
the influence of other cultures on 
American music and mention that 
many of the greats are first-generation 
immigrants, who owe a lot to their 
countries of origin.

by Jane GottliebPROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT

The Music of the College of St. Rose
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Often, their hosts reciprocate by 
performing their music and offering pointers 
on the instruments they play. Sometimes, the 
two cultures meld their work. “We’re not 
there to change the politics,” Gunther says, 

“but to make a difference in a small way.”
She became a cultural ambassador as 

an Indiana University graduate student, 
when she was standing in line for coffee 
and a classmate let her know that the State 
Department program needed a soprano.

Gunther has not only become a world 
traveler as a result, but she now organizes 
the trips with the embassies and consulates.

An Emerging Openness
Among the many countries where she has 
performed, she says Saudi Arabia stands out 
for a few reasons. First, there was the turmoil 
building between that country and the U.S. 
Additionally, she says the experience was 
notable for precisely the opposite trend—an 
emerging openness.

Among the many countries where she has performed, she says Saudi 

Arabia stands out for a few reasons. First, there was the turmoil building 

between that country and the U.S. Additionally, she says the experience 

was notable for precisely the opposite trend—an emerging openness. 

The two performances in parks, for example, mark the first time the U.S. 

government has put its name on a public musical event in Saudi Arabia. 

Another first: Saudi dancers performing a traditional sword dance—which 

they invited a Trio Chicago member to join.
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Spotlight continued

The two performances in parks, for example, 
mark the first time the U.S. government has 
put its name on a public musical event in Saudi 
Arabia. Another first: Saudi dancers performing 
a traditional sword dance—which they invited 
a Trio Chicago member to join.

There also was a glimpse into the future at 
that elementary school in Dhahran.

“After (the performance), during the Q&A, 
a small girl asked whether they could learn 
music,” Gunther says. “A faculty member said 
‘That could be something we could do in an 
afterschool program. I think we’ll pursue it.’” 
Gunther concludes, “This makes me a much 
better teacher with a world view. I can come 
back and tell my students about music and 
cultures from all different parts of the world.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jane Gottlieb is a free-

lance journalist based in Albany, New York, and a 

member of the marketing staff at The College of 

Saint Rose.
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Participants came from 13 states and two countries, and 
represented nine denominations, including Mennonite, 
Quaker, Church of the Brethren, Disciples of Christ, 
Church of God of Christ, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian 
and United Church of Christ.

Hurst and the planning committee selected Mark 
4:35-41 as the guiding scripture. “Navigating these times 
as followers of Jesus and church leaders does feel like 
charting unknown waters in a choppy and stormy sea,” 
Hurst said in her welcome. “The biblical story found 
in Mark 4 of the disciples crossing the stormy sea with 
Jesus seemed appropriate for our repeated hearing and 
reflection over these days.”

Maren Tyedmers Hange, co-pastor of Charlottesville 
Mennonite Church, painted a special piece of art, 
featuring an empty boat floating in storm-swept seas, for 

Approximately 200 pastors, ministers, and laity attended the 50th annual 

School for Leadership Training  at Eastern Mennonite Seminary. Funded 

by the seminary’s  Lilly Foundation “Thriving in Ministry” grant, the 

three-day event included workshops, seminars, worship and fellowship 

opportunities focused on serving in challenging times of “political upheaval 

and national divisions” in the country and “theological debates in our 

denominations, congregations and families,” said  Brenda Martin Hurst, 

Lilly Grant director.

ON CAMPUS By Lauren Jefferson

Among "Stormy Seas of Change," School for Leadership 
Training Celebrates 50 Years of Supporting Ministry

Sue Park-Hur, 
denominational 

minister for leadership 
development and 

transformative peace-
making for Mennonite 

Church USA

Photo by Andrew Strack
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contemplation. The boat is “intentionally empty 
as an invitation to join Jesus there,” said Veva 
Mumaw, seminary admissions director and 
member of the planning committee.

Expanded worship opportunities throughout 
the three days led the gathered through inter-
pretation and reflection on the scripture 
passage. Keynote addresses were provided 
by David Evans, associate professor of history 
and intercultural studies and the director of 
cross cultural programs at Eastern Mennonite 
Seminary; Sue Park-Hur, denominational 
minister for leadership development and 
transformative peacemaking for Mennonite 
Church USA; and John Pavlovitz, author and 
Methodist pastor.

Engaging Scripture
Pavlovitz provided three keynotes, addressing 
parts of the scripture each day. A pastor for two 
decades, writer and activist from Wake Forest, 
North Carolina, Pavlovitz blogs about “Stuff 
That Needs To Be Said.” His books include A 
Bigger Table: Building Messy, Authentic, and 
Hopeful Spiritual Community (Westminster 

Victor Gomez, superintendent of the Harrisonburg 
District of the United Methodist Church, presents a 
workshop during School for Leadership Training. 

Photo by Andrew Strack
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John Knox Press, 2017) and HOPE and Other 
Superpowers: A Life-Affirming, Love-Defending, 
Butt-Kicking, World-Saving Manifesto (Simon & 
Schuster, 2018).

An Upside-Down World
In an “upside-down world” that corrodes hope 
and faith, followers of Christ—seeking to embody 
the compassion modeled by Jesus, “to intercede 
on the behalf of people in need”—often feel anger 
and disillusionment.

“You have the eyes of Jesus and the heart of 
Jesus that moves you towards people who no 
one else knows, who everyone else avoids, who 
no one else hears,” Pavlovitz said. The “collateral 
damage” of moving with empathy towards those 
has to be acknowledged, but at the same time, the 
movement is the heart of the Gospel.

Feeling Spiritually Inverted
“Muslim bans, health care repeals, ICE raids, 
Nazis in the street, debating the value of a black 
life,” he said, “I feel completely inverted spiritually. 
I feel profoundly disoriented as a Christian…but 

On Campus continued

Photo by Andrew Strack
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Lauren Jefferson is 

editor-in-chief at Eastern Mennonite University, 

where she manages and produces news coverage and 

magazine production related to EMU’s undergraduate 

and graduate programs, Eastern Mennonite Seminary 

and the internationally renowned Center for Justice and 

Peacebuilding.

John Pavlovitz, a keynote 
speaker during 2019 School for 
Leadership Training, addresses 
attendees in Martin Chapel. 

Photo by Andrew Strack

disorientation means your faculties are intact, 
your mind is right, your heart is working properly, 
and your soul is keeping you human in profoundly 
inhuman times.”

Pavlovitz suggested that the challenge for 
ministers and people of faith is “how to take 
that natural anger and channel it into something 
redemptive and constructive … Can we find a 
transcendent Jesus? … Can we create a community 
where the full Jesus can be on display? I think we 
can. We have to embrace the activist, compas-
sionate heart of Jesus with people who we would 
not otherwise be with, in places we would not 
think to be.”
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Last spring, Dr. Carolyn J. Stefanco, president of Saint Rose, was awarded a 
$100,000 Helen Gurley Brown Genius Grant, and Saint Rose was invited to 
join the BOLD Women’s Leadership Network by the Pussycat Foundation. The 
$1 million in BOLD Women’s Leadership Network funding to Saint Rose will 
empower a diverse group of BOLD Scholars—young women leaders enrolled 
at a select group of institutions of higher education to address important issues 
in their communities.

“I am so grateful for the opportunity that these funds will provide to support 
leadership development and our students,” Stefanco said after the grant and 
invitation to join BOLD was announced. “It is a tremendous honor for me, 

The College of Saint Rose recently named its inaugural 

class of BOLD Women’s Leadership Network Scholars, 

seven students who represent a variety of experiences 

and academic interests.

LEADERSHIP By Jennifer Gish

BOLD Women’s Leadership Network Scholars
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and for The College of Saint Rose. As a scholar 
of women’s history and leadership, I know that 
we still have a long way to go for women to 
realize our potential. That knowledge, coupled 
with my own role as the first permanent woman 
lay president at Saint Rose, fuels my passion to 
continue the progress of those bold women who 
have gone before us, including Helen Gurley 
Brown. My focus as a faculty member, and 
now as a college president, has always been on 
students from all backgrounds and experiences. 

The mission of BOLD is to encourage and 
mentor our female students to step forward as 
the next generation of leaders and problem-
solvers. I am extraordinarily gratified to be 
recognized with a Genius Grant, to have Saint 
Rose be part of the BOLD effort to develop 
powerful women leaders, and to guide this 
initiative at Saint Rose.”

The seven BOLD Scholars at Saint Rose, 
women who are all in their junior year, are: 
Nia Brown, of Newburgh, New York, a biology 

major and women’s soccer player; Essence 
Cox, of New Paltz, New York, a social work 
major, intercultural ambassador of ALANA 
is Leadership, orientation leader, and peer 
mentor; Marissa Isabella, of Lincoln, Rhode 
Island, an accounting major and member of 
both the women’s golf team and the Student 
Athlete Advisory Council; Hellen Jumo, of 
Zimbabwe, a chemistry major and international 
student orientation leader; Belinda Ligotino, of 
Ellenville, New York, a music industry major, 
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head of the Rose Record Label, and manager of the band, Hasty 
Page; Arianna Paul, of Albany, New York, a communications 
major, Colleges Against Cancer Advocacy chair, and Better 
Together co-president; and Janay Salter, of Harlem, New York, 
a childhood education/special education major, member of the 
Black Student Union executive board, and after school teacher 
at Refugee and Immigrant Support Services of Emmaus and the 
Boys and Girls Club of Albany.

The women will live together through their graduation in May 
of 2020 as they develop their leadership skills, work to address 
issues they have prioritized, receive mentoring from women 
professionals, and learn from President Stefanco’s research and 
experiences.

 
Visionary Leadership
The letter announcing the Genius Grant noted President Stefanco’s 
“visionary leadership” and clear focus on efforts to ensure student 
success: “Your passion and tireless efforts to raise awareness around 
the struggles college students face, especially first-generation 
students, is inspiring and transformative. 

We are equally impressed with your dedication to ensuring 
that Saint Rose keeps up to date with our increasingly global 
and interconnected world, which has already resulted in several 
partnerships with institutions abroad and the creation of a new 
Center for International Programs. 

Your professional career has taken you across the country, and 
we firmly believe that you understand the unique challenges faced 
by different segments of our country when it comes to accessing 
higher education.”

80 Bold Scholars
In the past two years, the foundation has identified 80 BOLD 
scholars, a diverse group of female students who are working on 
developing projects to transform their campuses. The initiative 
envisions collaboration across institutions of higher education 
to address issues on their campuses, particularly those related 
to leadership development. Including Saint Rose, the BOLD 
Women’s Leadership Network currently operates at six colleges 
and universities: Ithaca College; Middlebury College; Colby-
Sawyer College; the University of Connecticut; and Rutgers 
University–Newark. Each partner institution is led by a woman 
president, who has demonstrated commitment to diversity and 
inclusion throughout her career.

“Carolyn has boldly led Saint Rose forward since her arrival 
in 2014,” said Sister Mary Anne Heenan, chair of the Saint Rose 
Board of Trustees. “The College of Saint Rose was founded by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, women who also understood 
what it meant to lift up others who were not given equal oppor-
tunity and to fulfill the needs they saw around them. 

They founded the College, providing access to private higher 
education for women, in the same year that women throughout 
the nation were granted the right to vote. They offered night 
classes to veterans returning home from World War II because 
they recognized a need to help them transition back to civilian 

Women's Leadership continued
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life. The role Carolyn and the College will now play in the BOLD 
Women’s Leadership Network allows the mission of the Sisters to 
lift up the dear neighbor to continue at Saint Rose.”

A Division of Student Success
Stefanco is the 11th president of The College of Saint Rose. 
As a first-generation college student herself, she is particularly 
passionate about how higher education can transform the lives 
of students and their family members. 

One of Stefanco’s first decisions was to create a division of 
Student Success focusing on the College’s goals of increasing 
retention and graduation rates, and enabling students to achieve 
their personal and professional goals. 

This new division has established a mentoring program for 
first-generation students, and implemented a new summer orien-
tation program for beginning students. In Fall 2017, the College 
enrolled its most diverse first-year class in history, with 50 percent 
students of color.

A Resurgence of Giving
Stefanco has also led a resurgence of giving to Saint Rose. In the 
2017 fiscal year, Saint Rose marked its largest annual fundraising 
total in 15 years. The majority of recent gifts fund scholarships, 
supporting the college’s mission of serving all those who will 
flourish at Saint Rose regardless of financial means.

Stefanco joined Saint Rose after serving as vice president for 
academic affairs at Agnes Scott College in Atlanta, Georgia; 
as the founding dean of the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at California State University, Stanislaus; and after a long 
career as a tenured professor of history at California Polytechnic 
State University (Cal Poly), where she held numerous leadership 
positions. She earned a Ph.D. in history from Duke University, a 
master’s degree in women’s history from Binghamton University, 
and a bachelor’s degree in history and a women’s studies certificate 
from the University of Colorado at Boulder.

She was a Senior Fulbright Scholar to the University of Zagreb 
in Croatia, and now is a Trustee of the American University in 
Bulgaria, and a board member of the International Leadership 
Association. In the Capital Region of New York, she is a director 
of Albany Medical Center, an executive board member of Hearst’s 
Women@Work, and a member of the board of directors for the 
Center for Economic Growth, where she chairs the work group 
on Interactive Technology. 

She is a leader in higher education organizations, such as the 
Council of Independent Colleges, and the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and Universities. Her research focuses on 
women and leadership, and she speaks and writes regularly about 
a variety of educational issues.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jennifer Gish is the assistant vice president 

for marketing and communications at The College of Saint Rose and 

previously worked as a nationally award-winning journalist.
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The year was 1873, when Asa Packer donated $500,000 
to Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He 
specified that $100,000 would be used for a library in honor 
of his daughter, Lucy Packer Linderman, who had died at 
the young age of 41. The remaining $400,000 was to be 
used for the acquisition of important works that showed 
scientific and historic progress of the human civilization. 
That library became a reality in 1878 when Linderman 
Library was officially opened.

This magnificent structure was designed by Addison 
Hutton, a celebrated architect of the time. The first portion 
of the building was in a Venetian style, including a domed 
rotunda with a spiral staircase and a spectacular stained 
glass skylight. In 1929, a Victorian addition was added that 
quadrupled the capacity of the library. It literally wrapped 
around the original building with the addition of the Grand 
Reading Room, new offices, seminar and classrooms, and 
added shelving spaces.

Renovations
In the 1990’s, the skylight was disassembled piece by piece 
and shipped to France for renovation and then shipped 
back to be reassembled.

The newest renovation came between 2005 - 2007, when 
newly created seminar rooms, classrooms, group study 

Linderman Library continued
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spaces, handicap areas, exhibition areas, Lucy’s Café, and a 
21st century humanities center were added. Bruce Taggart, 
Vice Provost for Library and Technology Services, tackled 
this major renovation as one of his first strategic planning 
initiatives. Taggart stated that The Linderman Project was 
“Renovation, Preservation, and Transformation” during 
those two years. He added, “The beauty and history was 
maintained but it became a state-of-the-art teaching and 
research library for all future generations of the Lehigh 
University students.”

History
Ilhan Citak, an archivist and historian who works with 
special collections, said that with the generous donation 
of Asa Packer, they were able to acquire Audubon and 
Shakespeare books and manuscripts that are a prestigious 
part of their collection there today. He adds, “The most 
amazing aspect of this library is that it was one of the first 
ones in North America that was actually designed as a 
library, with consideration for collections, staff, and users.” 
Linderman Library’s Special Collections Department has 
approximately 40,000 volumes of printed books as well as 
over 5,000 linear feet of manuscript collections. There are 
also some first editions of English and American literature 
from the 17th to 19th centuries. Photo by Ryan Hulvat
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Linderman Library continued

Unique Collections
Lois Black, Curator of Special Collections, is an enthusi-
astic member of the Linderman staff. She says that it’s a 
big job, but a labor of love, to come to work everyday in 
this beautiful environment. They have a challenge to not 
only build their collections with an eye for the future, 
thinking about who might be using their collections 
next year, next decade, or next century, but also to match 
their existing collections with researchers who might 
find them just as important and valuable as they do.

Black came to Linderman twelve years ago because 
“it was the unique collections and rare materials that 
attracted me to Lehigh in the first place.” When she 
first came to work at Linderman Library, Harry Potter 
was very much in vogue. She was “amused and pleased 
that students referred to Linderman as the Harry Potter 
library.” She stated that the castle-like exterior, the inside 
spiral staircase, as well as the open rotunda and stained 
glass ceiling dates from the original opening of the 
library in 1878. “I would say it’s an enchanting and 
fitting setting for our special collections,” she explained.

The special collections attract an audience from 
around the globe. They have had researchers from the 
Republic of Georgia and graduate students and faculty Photo by Stephanie Veto
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Linderman Library continued

from all across Europe researching their medieval 
and renaissance manuscript collections. Black adds, 
“Our manuscripts from that period are unique, 
and we are in the process of digitizing them so that 
scholars can access them from anywhere.”

Current Events
Their most recent special collections exhibit is 
about Robinson Crusoe. This year marks the 300th 
anniversary of its publication. Black said that this 
is a chance to showcase the early editions of the 
text that they have in their collection thanks to the 
generosity of a Lehigh alumnus. In their collection, 
they have copies of the second, third, and fourth 
editions of Robinson Crusoe as well as many later 
variants. They have illustrated editions, as well as a 
chapbook that was published in 1790. Chapbooks 
were meant to be distributed as street literature, so 
they were cheaply produced.

Black continued, “It was also an opportunity to 
open a window to other areas of our collection.” 
Since there is a picture of a castaway on a deserted 
island representing the subject of the book, they 
set up an exhibit case on the history of navigation Photo by Ryan Hulvat
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Linderman Library continued

since they have a strong engineering collection. 
In addition, there is another exhibit dedicated to 
natural history because they also have strong scien-
tific collections.

So, instead of the exhibition being just about 
the text of the book itself, they expanded it so that 
“there is something of interest for everyone with the 
expanded theme showcases in those other areas.” 
Their website has a listing of all of their special 
exhibits than can be accessed through this link: 
https://omeka.lehigh.edu/special_collections.

Black concludes, “From 1878 to 2019, Linderman 
has had a remarkable transformation—19th century 
into the 21st century. It is the perfect marriage of 
history and technology.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sheila Wagner has spent 
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As technology evolves at a dizzying pace in the 
21st century, the liberal arts have had to reckon 
with what it means to be a free thinker and a 
problem solver. Today we have infinite ways to 
observe life’s big questions and no shortage of 
means to discover their answers.

Unlocking those methods is at the heart of the 
mission of Transylvania’s new Digital Liberal 
Arts initiative. Launched in the fall of 2017, 
the initiative is arming students and faculty 
with powerful tools—not just to teach them 
to be “techy,” but to help them to effectively 
make connections, keep up with innovation 
and enhance the entire academic experience.

Digital Liberal Arts
“People hear ‘Digital Liberal Arts’ and think 
that it’s a departure from traditional liberal 
education,” says writing, rhetoric, and commu-
nication professor Kerri Hauman, who chairs 
the DLA initiative along with music technology 
professor Tim Polashek. “But the digital 
age is already here. This is just recognizing 
the qualities of liberal education to ask big 
questions about humanity and values and being 
productive citizens of the world—that’s still 

what we’re doing. We just need to be really good 
at making sure those types of questions are at 
the forefront of technological innovation.”

So once Hauman and Polashek received 
their first grant from the Bingham Program 
for Excellence in Teaching, they began 
searching for how digital technologies could 
serve Transy’s mission. They started by meeting 
with academic programs all over campus, from 
nearly every discipline, and asking, “What are 
you doing in your classrooms, and how can 
we help?” Those simple questions led to some 
eye-opening discoveries. Many of the programs 
that, at first glance, aren’t associated with 
digital technology, have already begun these 
discussions in their curriculum.

A conversation with the sociology department 
revealed that sociology professor Brian Rich 
has been teaching a course on social media 
and mass culture for years. Spanish professors 
were interested in having students produce 
video projects. Over and over, the pair heard 
from faculty that they had never considered a 
Digital Liberal Arts initiative could make a real 
difference in their own classrooms, but then the 
ideas kept flowing.

“We have a lot more people thinking 
about digital technologies critically in their 
teaching,” says Polashek. “We’re not requiring 
anybody to do anything, but rather we want to 
support faculty where they are. There is a lot 
of discussion for more support for quantitative 
learning and expression. A lot of that involves 
analysis and manipulation of data. We want all 
of our students to get better at that.”

Consulting with Others
As Hauman and Polashek gathered information 
on campus, they began searching off campus 
for ideas that could work for Transylvania. They 
talked with other schools who had set up Digital 
Liberal Arts centers to see what they were doing. 
They spoke with local companies who were 
interested in partnering with Transylvania in 
the effort. And they went through a training 
program at Miami University to learn to lead 
Faculty Learning Communities, semester-long 
discussion and training groups where professors 
learn how to incorporate digital technologies 
into their teaching and brainstorm ways to 
implement them. They held the first learning 
community in winter term 2018 and worked 

The Digital Thinker continued



FEBRUARY 2019 35pupnmag.com

with a consultant from the University of Kentucky’s Center 
for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching to help lead 
the group and develop the projects the professors worked on.

In the meantime, a second Bingham grant was funding 
upgrades to technologies all around campus. The renovation of 
the Carpenter Academic Center allowed for the installation of 
new classroom technologies like Mondopads, large screens that 
function as individual computers. They allow for 4K video, 
web browsing, collaborative presentations, video conferencing 
and more. After visiting KET, Polashek designed a video 
capture studio complete with a camera, lights and a green 
screen that was installed in the basement of Cowgill, as was 
a full podcasting studio. The Digital Art Lab was upgraded 
with new computers and professional software, as well as 
studio-quality music recording equipment.

In July, Transy hired Gabrielle Read Jasnoff as digital 
content and technology integration specialist. Her position, 
also funded by a Bingham grant, is meant to ease the transition 
to digital technologies and help train faculty on how to use all 
the new gear. She has already worked with this term’s Faculty 
Learning Community, as well as several other faculty members 
on how to use the Mondopads and where they can integrate 
other digital technologies into the curriculum.

“I try to encourage not just replacing technology,” Jasnoff 
says. “It’s not just using a Mondopad instead of a whiteboard, 
but rather what can a Mondopad do that we couldn’t have 
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done with a whiteboard? What can we do to increase that 
collaborative interaction and experience for the students?

“When students get out in the real world with their careers, 
they’re interacting with these technologies in so many different 
ways. It’s important to prepare them for interacting with the 
tools they need to be successful in their lives after Transy. 
It’s important to give them exposure and the skills that will 
make them stand out.” Even though the initiative is just 
beginning its second year, the benefits to the students are 
already taking shape.

Connecting with Scholars
Hauman connected junior Will Shelton with Patrick Lewis 
’06, managing editor of scholarly resources and publications at 
the Kentucky Historical Society, who is working on the Civil 
War Governors of Kentucky project, which is digitizing tens 
of thousands of historical documents related to Kentucky’s 
three Civil War governors and creating digital resources for 
teachers and historians. Shelton started an internship with 
KHS to help with the project in September. He’s aiding in the 
research and annotating the documents online, and eventually 
the history major will be able to help put the pieces together 
by blogging and creating lesson materials.

“I really like the idea of making history accessible,” he says. 
“For people to see their own lives reflected in something from 

The Digital Thinker continued
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the past is really cool. It’s taking all this dense material and 
turning it into something that can be accessible to teachers 
and universities.”

“Everything is digital. Being able to do research and know 
how to use all the different web resources is really important. If 
I’m going to go into this field, I’m going to need the experience 
and knowledge to use it.”

As the Digital Liberal Arts initiative continues to influence 
more of the campus, Hauman and Polashek expect the 
community to take its role in educating students to heart and 
for Transylvania to be a leader in integrating the liberal arts 
and technology in this age.

“‘Digital’ is a complicated term, and ‘the liberal arts’ is a 
complicated phrase,” Hauman says. “But we’re purposefully 
putting these two complicated ideas together because we believe 
it’s important for digital culture and liberal education to inform 
each other. Eventually we’ll be able to drop the word ‘digital’ 
because it will just be what we’re doing here.”

The Digital Thinker continued
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Athletic Flooring and Courts continued

Remembering the  
Smaller Athletic Courts
Along those lines, it's important to regularly 
review the state of your athletic courts—not 
the gleaming arena or stadium bearing the 
name of the founding president, but perhaps 
the small tennis or basketball court hidden 
in among the nearby residence halls. These 
small intramural courts may be the backbone 
of a student community and a source of pride 
for your campus, and it's important they be 
well maintained. Athletic courts need to be 
maintained, or they can become a negative. 

There are two primary types of sports courts: 
color courts and cushioned courts. Color courts 
are the more modest types of courts most 
associated with high schools, parks and other 
public facilities. Color courts typically consist 
of an asphalt or concrete base covered with one 
or two coats of acrylic resurfacer and two or 
three coats of acrylic color. The acrylic resur-
facer and some of the color coats will contain 
silica sand for added texture and durability.

Cushioned Courts
Cushioned acrylic courts will also start with 
either asphalt or concrete and the one or two 
coats of acrylic resurfacer. Next, however, will 
be three layers of coarse cushion, an acrylic 
coating that encapsulates small, ground up 
pieces of rubber. Then a transition to two or 
three coats of fine cushion, with slightly smaller 
pieces of rubber, is applied.

Like the color courts, a cushioned court will 
then finish with two or three coats of acrylic 
color and, of course, the white lines.

The key is recognizing when your courts 
need to be upgraded. Acrylic courts, like all 
courts, will wear down in time, particularly in 
high traffic areas along the baselines in tennis 
or volleyball and the key areas in basketball. 
As the courts wear down, you end up with a 
smooth, fast surface with little or no texture 
remaining. Footing may become slick and 
the ball will come off the surface differently; 
however, this does not happen overnight, so 
many of us don't recognize it until it reaches a 
critical point.

Naturally, courts that are used non-stop will 
undergo more wear and tear than courts that 
are used less often, but a good rule of thumb is 
that you want the color to be resurfaced roughly 
every five years and the cushion to be resurfaced 
every ten years.

Resurfacing Acrylic Courts
It is important to note that acrylic courts can 
usually be resurfaced multiple times without 
having to strip off the existing surface. However, 
all courts will eventually reach a point where 
the number of coats is no longer allowing suffi-
cient vapor transmission, and bubbles or blisters 
may occur. While our first instinct would be to 
question the new surface or the contractor, in 
reality, bubbles are typically the culmination 
of multiple coats and excessive moisture, and 
the final coat is the proverbial straw that broke 
the camel's back.

Another thing to be aware of is the gradual 
degradation of the subbase: cracking or low 
spots that may develop over time in the asphalt 
or concrete. Some cracking over time is inevi-
table, particularly in certain climates and 
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Athletic Flooring and Courts continued

soil conditions, but with proper planning and 
maintenance, you can help extend the life span 
of your courts. The lifespan of a typical asphalt 
court is roughly 25-30 years and a typical 
concrete court roughly 40-50 years, depending 
on site conditions.

On new courts or existing courts that are still 
in very good shape, we strongly recommend that 
you consider adding saw-cuts or expansion joints 
to your courts, even on asphalt. Long, solid 
slabs, by their very nature, will be subject to 
the stress of natural expansion and contraction, 
which will ultimately present itself in the form 
of cracks. Saw cuts in between batteries of courts 
or along the net line may help you control the 
various stress points of your courts.

Repairing Courts  
with Existing Cracks
For courts with existing cracks, there are a 
number of repairs to consider, but the one 
guarantee is that the cracks will almost certainly 
come back in time.

The simplest and least expensive repair 
method is filling the cracks with an acrylic crack 
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Athletic Flooring and Courts continued

filler and resurfacing the courts, but keep in 
mind that this is only temporary and will need 
to be revisited within a year or two.

Another effective crack repair option consists 
of a fiberglass mesh overlay embedded into the 
surface coatings, but even this is only going to 
buy you a couple more seasons before the cracks 
eventually come through. Fiberglass mesh is 
best when the cracks are small surface cracks 
that are primarily cosmetic in nature. It will not 
be very effective with larger structural cracks.

Perhaps the most effective repair methods 
are the relatively new, fabric overlay systems, 

designed to bridge the cracks, while allowing 
them to continue to expand and contract under-
neath. While each of these systems is slightly 
different, the idea is that you clean and fill the 
existing crack and lay the fabric system over 
it. The fabric is then covered with the acrylic 
coatings, allowing the cracks to continue to 
move below the fabric, but not through to the 
top of the surface. The main drawback is that 
these systems are generally the most expensive 
repair options, based on the total linear feet 
of cracks.

Extending the Life of Your Courts
If your courts are already in good shape and you 
want to take the small steps necessary to help 
keep them that way, you will most certainly 
extend the life of the courts. The first, most 
important thing to remember is to keep the 
court free from foreign matter, particularly 
outdoor courts. Leaves, dirt and other refuse 
should not be allowed to sit on the courts for 
any length of time, as they can be ground into 
the surface and will be more difficult to clean. 
They are also more likely to develop into mold 
or mildew.

If possible, the courts should be cleaned 
occasionally. Usually a standard garden hose or 
leaf blower is sufficient, but for mold, mildew, 
spills and other stains, we recommend a mild 
detergent, such as a basic household dish 
detergent. Be sure not to use any cleaners 
that contain abrasives, as they will mar the 
acrylic finish.

For stubborn stains, you can clean with TSP 
(tri-sodium phosphate) or a diluted household 
bleach solution (4 parts water/1 part bleach), but 
it is critical that you rinse the area thoroughly 
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after cleaning and be careful around vegetation. After cleaning 
the court, take care to dry the surface thoroughly before 
playing and do not allow water to puddle.

Finally, be sure to use the right equipment. A soft nylon or 
hair type broom can be used for sweeping and scrubbing, but 
do not use any hard-bristled brushes or machines with hard 
scrubbers. High-pressured power washers can be used but 
keep it on relatively low pressure (<400psi) and avoid aiming 
it directly into the surface. When using machines to clean your 
courts, care should be taken that the wheels of the machine 
do not mark the surface and sharp turns should be avoided.

Standard acrylic-surface athletic courts are a versatile 
and inexpensive option for providing vibrant, lively athletic 
facilities for your campus and, as you can see, it doesn't take 
much to keep them in tip-top shape, contributing to a sense 
of community for many years.





As the U.S. Department of Energy's Better Buildings Alliance puts it, "Colleges, 

universities, and other postsecondary institutions across the U.S. hold unique 

places in their communities."  As "civic, academic, cultural stewards and opinion 

shapers," the general public expects higher education institutions to exhibit wise 

leadership and financial stewardship.

Path to Enlightenment
by Chris Bailey
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Higher Education Institutions Pulled to 
Financial and Environmental Sustainability
These are everyone's issues and few organizations are pulled 
harder towards a greater level of financial and environmental 
sustainability than higher education institutions.

With more than 20 million post-secondary students and 
over 5 billion square feet of floor space, the higher education 
sector in the United States spends an estimated $14 billion 
annually on energy costs. Given recent estimates, 31% of 
energy used by these facilities is directed toward lighting 
systems, which is the single largest electrical expenditure—
space heating and water heating following at 28% and 25%, 
respectively.

While greater energy efficiencies can be achieved in many 
aspects of electrical use, including space and water heating, 
upgrading existing lighting systems represents a unique, 
and accessible path to reducing both energy use and mainte-
nance costs.

The Future of Lighting
The U.S. Department of Energy's Office of Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy has forecasted that LED lighting will 
represent over 75% of all lighting sales by 2030, resulting 
in an annual primary energy savings of 3.4 quads, or 
996,482,200,000 Kilowatt-hours.

Path to Enlightenment continued
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Using the current national average commercial 
energy rate of $0.0998/kWh, this equates 
to nearly $100 billion in savings potential. 
Given the precipitous increase in energy costs, 
long-term savings potential is even higher.

For higher education institutions, LED 
technology offers a multi-faceted, cumulative 
and compelling value proposition, for which 
many financial and environmental benefits can 
be realized.

Efficient, Flexible  
Converters of Electrical Energy
Typical lighting conversions to LED from legacy 
sources can yield 30-60% energy savings, with 
up to 80% savings being made possible through 
the additional use of controls. In addition 
to LEDs being more efficient converters of 
electrical energy into visible energy (light), they 
are also infinitely flexible in terms of their ability 
to achieve a variety of lumen packages, color 
temperatures and contemporary qualitative 
values such as Color Rendering Index (CRI), 
Color Quality Scale (CQS) and Gamut Area 
Index (GAI).

Additionally, the small size of LED compo-
nents allows for a higher degree of optical 
coupling efficiency, which enables LED optical 
systems, such as reflectors and TIR optics, to 
provide greater levels of "task efficiency" than 
traditional sources.

This capability is especially important for 
outdoor applications, where the objective 
is to focus and project light onto horizontal 
surfaces such as parking lots, pathways and 
roadways, from great distances. This funda-
mental advantage allows outdoor, and in many 

cases industrial, LED luminaires using less 
power and producing fewer lumens to achieve 
or exceed the measured illuminance values 
previously achieved with conventional HID 
technology.

Higher Levels of  
Light-on-Target Illumination
Even when the light emitted from LEDs is 
diffused with minor adjustments to the native 
photometric distribution (typically lambertian), 
as is consistent with most interior volumetric 

With more than 20 million post-secondary students and over 5 billion square 

feet of floor space, the higher education sector in the United States spends an 

estimated $14 billion annually on energy costs. Given recent estimates, 31% 

of energy used by these facilities is directed toward lighting systems, which 

is the single largest electrical expenditure—space heating and water heating 

following at 28% and 25%, respectively.
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Path to Enlightenment continued

lighting applications, the directionality of 
LED sources continues to provide higher 
levels of "light on target," compared to legacy 
fluorescent sources.

We are also starting to see glimpses of new 
form factors and shapes, which are directly 
attributable to the inherent physical reduction 
in source size. These new shapes work in concert 
with LED sources to not only provide energy 
efficiency, but also architectural relevancy.

Since most commercial LED luminaires 
come standard with, or are optionally available 
with, a 0-10V dimming driver, they are natural 
candidates for autonomous control (in-fixture 
sensor) or wired and/or wireless lighting control 
systems. In many cases, the use of controls 
can extend the life of LED and power supply 
components by reducing the effective working 
load and electrical assembly temperatures.

A potential byproduct of reducing lighting 
system energy use in conditioned spaces is the 
reduction of HVAC cooling loads by a factor of 
3.412 BTU/hr per watt saved. This additional 
savings can be extremely valuable in warm climates 
or where peak demand charges are often incurred.

Tailored to Fit
A common theme with general service 
fluorescent lamps is the use of ballast factors 
to safely reduce or increase the light emitted 
from the source. In an effort to meet lighting 
power density requirements, some customers 
may elect to utilize a lower ballast factor to 
reduce the input wattage and resulting light 
output of linear fluorescent lamps. This option 
is especially appealing in circumstances where 
fixture spacing is fixed, anticipated light levels 
are greater than those required, and/or the 
calculated lighting power density exceeds the 
area allowance.

Alternatively, the ballast factor can be 
increased to resolve areas that may fall below 
the required light levels, without adjustments 
to fixture spacing or density. Or, perhaps a 
lamp-reduction strategy is being considered 
in an effort to reduce the acquisition cost of 
replacement lamps. While it is possible to 
achieve some level of flexibility, the granularity 
provided by most fluorescent ballast manufac-
turers may not yield ideal results.

Those that offer a greater level of ballast factor 
flexibility are typically found to have much 
higher costs and may not be readily available 
if replacement parts are needed. An emerging 
trend with LED luminaires is the use of 
"programmable" or "configurable" LED drivers. 
This new breed of LED driver enables the nearly 
effortless late stage configuration of luminaires 
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by OEMs, and potentially customers, to yield 
a seemingly endless variety of fixture input 
wattages and delivered lumen packages.

Through the use of these enhanced LED 
drivers, higher education facilities are enabled 
to reasonably achieve a greater level of energy 
savings in a manner that provides the greatest 
amount of flexibility with minimal implica-
tions to system costs.

Low Maintenance  
with Fewer Replacements
The light emitted from LED sources slowly 
depreciates over time. How much depreci-
ation, or how long this takes, is determined by 
a number of variables, but more commonly by 
the operating temperature and current density 
of the LEDs. In some cases it may be realistic to 
expect ten or more years of operation before the 
point is reached at which light levels fall below 
recommended levels and begin to noticeably 
impact visibility, productivity and comfort.

This long-life source translates into greater 
lighting system reliability and fewer lamp 
replacements, which lowers overall mainte-
nance and lamp recycling costs when compared 
with conventional technology.

Enhanced Color and Vision
Recent studies have documented a connection 
between human visual system performance 
and spectrum. In 2013, the Illumination 
Engineering Society of North America (IES) 
introduced TM-24-13, which addresses how 
the Spectral Power Distribution (SPD) and 
Scotopic/Photopic (S/P) ratio of light sources 
can be incorporated in the IES Illuminance 
Determination System—specifically for 
common visual tasks that are categorized as 
"P through Y."

Through TM-24-13, the concept of 
Equivalent Visual Efficiency (EVE) is intro-
duced as a means to achieve a balance between 
light level and spectrum that results in 
maintaining equal visual acuity. It is worth 
mentioning that light sources with an S/P ratio 
greater than 1.4 are generally observed to appear 
"cooler," while those with an S/P ratio below 
1.4 are generally observed to appear "warmer."

Since many of these interior visual tasks are 
accomplished in higher education environ-
ments (reading, writing, etc.), it is reasonable 
to identify potential reductions in light levels 
and the resulting electrical power, when a 
"blue rich" light source, such as LED, is used. 
According to TM-24-13, sources of light, which 
have a higher S/P, or a proportionately greater 
ratio of short-to-long wavelength light, may 
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yield the same level of visual performance as 
lower S/P ratio source, but at lower luminance 
level—and lower input wattage.

This phenomenon is possible through the 
interaction between short wavelength light 
and the recently rediscovered Intrinsically 
Photoreceptive Retinal Ganglion Cells 
(ipRGCs), which among other things are 
involved in determining pupil size, retinal 
image quality and our resulting visual acuity.

Given the generally present and uniquely 
dominant emission of short wavelength light 

within the spectral power distribution of LED 
sources, the consideration of LED source spectra 
in higher education lighting systems may yield 
additional savings beyond those demonstrated 
through typical analysis.

Adapted to Outdoor Environments
This paradigm of spectrum has also been found 
to influence our visual system, when adapted to 
outdoor environments. Consequently, several 
years ago, the IES released an additional 
technical memorandum, TM-12-12 that 

examines the spectral effects of lighting on 
visual performance at mesopic light levels.

As the human visual system adjusts to lower 
luminances, which are typical of nighttime 
conditions, we become more dependent on rod 
photorecetors, which are more sensitive to light, 
emitted at shorter wavelengths.

TM-12-12 identifies a path similar to 
TM-24-13, whereby adjustments to the 
values recommended by the IES Illuminance 
Determination System may be achieved by 
incorporating the Scotopic/Photopic (S/P) ratio 
of light sources. 

Accordingly, as seen with TM-24-13, the 
unique spectral characteristics of LEDs may 
allow for further reductions in energy use in 
outdoor lighting applications.

While LEDs are generally observed with a 
pronounced level of short wavelength spectral 
emission (typically around 455nm), quality 
LED sources exhibit a broadband, smooth and 
continuous distribution of light within the 
visible spectrum. 

When compared to the saw-toothed spectral 
power distribution of fluorescent light, LED 

The energy and maintenance saving potential made possible through innovative 

LED lighting and control solutions not only provides an opportunity for higher 

education institutions to reduce current building operating costs, mitigate  

future cost volatility and perhaps enhance the illuminated environment, but it 

also provides an opportunity to demonstrate a culture of innovation, spirit of  

community, and the drive to create change.
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sources provide a greater amount of spectral coverage, which 
generally yields a greater presence of color vibrancy and color 
contrast. 

Thus, among the many parametric visual system benefits 
described above, perhaps the most appreciated will be the 
observation of richer colors and a "full spectrum" illuminated 
environment. By carefully evaluating and responsibly incor-
porating energy efficient solutions, colleges and universities 
can demonstrate leadership beyond the realm of academics. 

The energy and maintenance saving potential made possible 
through innovative LED lighting and control solutions not 
only provides an opportunity for higher education institu-
tions to reduce current building operating costs, mitigate 
future cost volatility and perhaps enhance the illuminated 
environment, but it also provides an opportunity to demon-
strate a culture of innovation, spirit of community, and the 
drive to create change.
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