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Wow, here we are already into September, and I swear I just took down last year’s Christmas tree. 
Funny thing, when my children were still at home, this would be the month that we would be 
talking about getting our four trees out to begin decorating for Christmas. I love Christmas and 
all that it represents and wanted to celebrate it as early and as long as possible. 

We all have had interesting challenges this past year, and yet most of us are still here standing. 
I believe that now more than ever we need to spend our efforts in bringing joy to the people we 
are blessed to touch. A kind word and encouragement, a smile, and a helping hand to those who 
need it are some of the richest gifts we can give each other. I know the amazing feeling I got when 
someone I don’t know at my local Costco—yes, I love that place—asked me if they could help 
me load up the pressure washer I was trying to get into my Jeep. I think we can all plan to share 
that feeling in our own small corners of the world.

As big Bill Murray fans, our family loves to watch the movie “Scrooged” every year during the 
holidays. In that movie, his character is given a look at his life: past, present, and future. I always 
think about what he says at the end of his experience: “It’s Christmas Eve! It’s... it’s the one night 
of the year when we all act a little nicer, we... we... we smile a little easier, we... w-w-we... we... we 
cheer a little more. For a couple of hours out of the whole year, we are the people that we always 
hoped we would be!” What if we could extend that feeling and attitude beyond a couple of hours, 
once a year?

This goal—aiming to be our best selves for longer than a few hours on one day a year—is my 
wish for this Christmas season, which is celebrated in our house from September 1 to December 
25. That time frame may be starting early for most of you, but let us all try to be the people we 
always hoped we would be during that span. Can you imagine how the campuses and local towns 
would feel? My experience has been that most of us have more than we know, reminding me of a 
scripture verse that I find myself in awe of every time I think on it: “and the greatest of these is love.”

Thanks for reading and letting me just talk with you all this month. We appreciate being a small 
part of helping you accomplish your goals of providing the best education facilities worldwide, and 
we look forward to continuing to offer the information you have asked us to provide.

Happy Holiday Season—even if that wish comes a bit early for some of you this year!

Ed Bauer 
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief, PUPN MAG 
Private University Products and News Magazine 
ed@pupnmag.com
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Horror as Cultural Reflection
As Jarvis points out, “You can study anything 
through the lens of horror.” Kendall Phillips, 
co-director of the Lender Center for Social 
Justice at Syracuse University, agrees, adding 
that the study of horror can also reveal cultural 
preoccupations, exposing the reasons why 
particular types of horror become prominent 
at particular times. Juan Castaño-Márquez, 
assistant Professor of Digital Media in Nebraska 
Wesleyan’s Department of Art—and Jarvis’ 
collaborator—says that, in critically engaging 
with and analyzing horror films and movies, 
scholars can examine interesting cultural 
dynamics; these texts can provide ways to deal 
with social and political issues both visually 
and conceptually. Jarvis and Castaño-Márquez 
point out that the horror genre is expansive 
and often differs from many people’s pre-con-
ceived ideas. 

Having begun watching horror movies at 
the age of six and with a “deep, abiding love 

for Halloween,” Jarvis says that horror movies 
did not disturb him when he watched them 
as a teen. He is now re-visiting that material 
critically, finalizing a book titled Millennial 
Monstrosities: The Horrors of a 90s Kid, which, 
he reports, “explores the nature of intersec-
tionality not only from a personal perspective 
but also how themes in 90s horror—sexism / 
sexual assault, gender inequality, sexuality, 
inequality, and racism—foretold the culture 
we are now experiencing.” He points out 
that “Cultural nostalgia is currently moving 
the 1990s forward in popular culture after 
about two and a half decades of focus on the 
1980s. This book is a timely examination of 
American culture in the 1990s.” The decade of 
90s horror films is bookended by Silence of the 
Lambs at the beginning and Scream at the end, 
and Jarvis says that many of these films have 
not yet been examined in academic settings. 
Jarvis, however, goes further than academic 
examination limited to the 90s; he also clearly 

ties concerns revealed in 90s horror books and 
films to pressing social issues of the present day.

Collaboration
When he joined the Nebraska Wesleyan faculty 
in fall of 2020, Jarvis met Castaño-Márquez, 
who says that he and Jarvis were “trying to 
figure out how to do programming and bring 
interesting speakers to the students” at the 
beginning of the Fall 2020 semester. With 
Covid restrictions in place, it was harder to 
bring people to school, but the situation opened 
opportunities for virtual forums. As their 
conversations continued, they created a vision 
for an e-conference—a virtual space to address 
social and cultural issues through the lens of 
horror. They also placed particular emphasis on 
diversity, aiming to ensure that more than 50% 
of the speakers were people of color, women, 
and/ or queer. The timing was breathtakingly 
tight—having met in August of 2020, the pair 
had only six weeks to create the show from 

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T

Matthew Jarvis, Visiting Assistant Professor of Art History 

at Nebraska Wesleyan University, has built on his overlap-

ping areas of interest—English, Theatre, Art, and horror—to 

co-create a variety of virtual and in-person projects, includ-

ing a summer reading series, an innovative art show, and a 

month-long e-series of speakers, interviews, readings, and 

film screenings. Each of the projects—all of which have been 

developed since August 2020—extend their reach outside 

of academia to pull together diverse participants interacting 

around a central theme of horror.

Spooky Evenings:  
A “Blueprint for  
Engaged Humanities”
by Cynthia Mwenja, PhD
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the ground up—fund a budget, secure 
speakers, locate a camera, develop a website, 
promote the event, learn how to stream live 
productions—everything. They each also 
concurrently taught full course loads. 

For 2020’s inaugural event, titled Nights 
of Horror, Jarvis and Castaño-Márquez had 
originally aimed for thirteen nights but 
ended up gaining enough interest to fill 
every night in October. Castaño-Márquez 
says that they “kept getting yesses from 
cool people, and then from major people.” 
To assemble presenters, Jarvis cold-called 
people whose work he knew well. Castaño-
Márquez says that they “just didn’t have 
the time to feel daunted or intimidated or 
second guess” themselves. The pandemic 
worked in their favor; a large in-person 
gathering of top people across so many 
fields would be prohibitively expensive. 
But in a virtual setting and during the 
pandemic, people were willing to speak—at 

no charge—for the love of horror. Jarvis 
and Castaño-Márquez were “blown away” 
by the response from potential presenters 
last year, with top scholars, artists, film 
makers, make-up artists, and more agreeing 
to participate. According to Jarvis, the most 
popular guest speaker in 2020 was S. T. 
Joshi, the foremost H. P. Lovecraft scholar 
in the world; his session had hundreds of 
live viewers.

Jarvis and Castaño-Márquez have 
received support for their project from 
their department chair, the Provost, and the 
Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. 
The University President introduced many of 
the 2020 speakers, and—as an entomologist 
by training—the Wasp Woman movie, too. 

That inaugural event has led to other 
projects, as well, and each of the two 
collaborators fills the role most suited to 
their strengths. As a video artist, Castaño-
Márquez focuses on all aspects of the 

As Matthew Jarvis points out, 

“You can study anything through 

the lens of horror.” Kendall Phillips, 

co-director of the Lender Center 

for Social Justice at Syracuse 

University, agrees, adding that 

the study of horror can also reveal 

cultural preoccupations, exposing 
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particular times.
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Juan Castaño-Márquez, 

assistant Professor 

of Digital Media in 

Nebraska Wesleyan’s 

Department of Art, 

Jarvis' collaborator.

media production side of their projects, such as 
organizing the program, producing and streaming 
the show, staging the set, and creating the graphic 
designs. Jarvis, as the horror scholar, does the 
research and preparation for the interviews. He 
conducts the interviews for all of the projects in 
his office, which the two have staged appropriately 
for the horror-themed events. In the area behind 
him, viewers can see a dimly-lit scene: a dark red 
curtain behind a skull, a jack-o-lantern, and a 
Frankenstein’s monster mask on the left and a row 
of horror books to the right. Other elements of the 
scene are less obvious, such as a prosthetic leg from 
the 1920s and an old radio. 

Spooky Evenings
This year’s October event, Spooky Evenings, is a 
“multidisciplinary academic e-event that seeks to 
engage academics, students, and professionals in 
the field of horror,” as the promotional information 
states. Interspersed with scholarly presentations 
are film screenings and interviews conducted by 
Jarvis. This year, the event runs from September 
26 through October 31, with an extensive lineup 

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T  c o n t i n u e d
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to speak on this year’s supernaturally-oriented 
themes:  subjects such as vampires, witches, 
ghosts, necromancy, voodoo, demons, the devil, 
and black magic. Presenters reflect the far-flung 
nature of the field and include religion scholars—
such as Columbia’s Dr. Esther Hamori, who 
studies demonology—and professors in many 

disciplines—such as Dr. Henry Ansgar Kelly, 
author of Satan: A Biography. Additionally, 
the event includes popular authors—such as 
Richard Chizmar, who has written in collab-
oration with Stephen King—and top film 
makers—such as Anna Biller, who directed 
The Love Witch. Spooky Evenings will host a few 

movie screenings, including The Love Witch; 
additionally, Rachel Harrison, author of Cackle, 
will give an exclusive pre-sale reading one day 
before the book’s general release to the public. 

Sunscream and Other Projects
After creating the successful and remarkable 
production of Nights of Horror, Jarvis and 
Castaño-Márquez have continued to develop 
related projects. Sunscream, their 2021 summer 
reading series for adults, includes interviews 
with twelve well-known horror fiction writers. 
As Phillips notes, “summer is not generally 
a time for academic work,” so this reading 
series—which “taps into an interesting mix 
of horror writers”—provides a fun way to stay 
connected to the genre between spring and 
fall terms.

Another collaborative project, Posters that 
Go Bump in the Night, is an art exhibition 
in conjunction with Mad Duck Posters that 
features thirty-five art prints based on classic 
horror movie posters. The show opened Friday, 
August 13 and will run through October 31. 
Jarvis and Castaño-Márquez have produced 
interviews with about ten artists involved in 
the show, and they are planning a book which 
will include the art along with the interviews. 

They are also looking ahead to the 2022 
Spooky Evenings program, organized around 
contemporary “Satanic panics,” as the basis for 
a future anthology. While Castaño-Márquez 
had lost interest in the horror genre after his 
teen years, he has found that being involved 
in the various projects he and Jarvis have 
co-created—and meeting all the people who 
have participated—has led him to be more 
interested in the genre, albeit from a more 
scholarly point of view. 

Spooky Evenings as a Model
Even though a variety of pop-culture texts and 
productions provide the focus of the event, the 
emphasis is firmly academic, with a “critical 
goal of addressing diversity issues,” according 
to Jarvis. Phillips goes further, calling Spooky 
Evenings a “blueprint for engaged humanities.” 
As Phillips explains, the e-conference provides 
a model of “how to engage a wider audience 
and get them super-excited.”

Jarvis asked Phillips, who includes horror 
studies among his academic interests, to be 
a speaker for Nights of Horror. Phillips found 
the event to be an “amazing project” because 
it brought together many discrete popula-
tions who had not previously had a platform 

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T  c o n t i n u e d
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to address each other and discuss common ideas 
and interests. These groups include horror studies 
academics, film industry creators, fiction writers, 
and popular critics on blogs, podcasts, and social 
media. According to Phillips, each of these groups 
has committed fans and attendant fan cultures, 
but there had previously been no bridges between 
the various fandoms. Nights of Horror, now Spooky 
Evenings, has begun to create those ties.

Phillips sees the Spooky Evenings model created by 
Jarvis and Castaño-Márquez as easily transferrable 
to other areas of inquiry—for example, a similar 
event could bring together games studies scholars, 
game makers, gamers, and fans. The importance 
lies, Phillips says, in “creating a space for conver-
sations.” So often, he points out, academics either 
study a popular culture artifact or bring in a popular 
speaker, but they do not have actual dialogues with 
people outside of the academy. By contrast, in Jarvis 
and Castaño-Márquez’s model, the stakeholders are 
listening to each other; as Phillips says, it provides 
a “brilliant example of curating different voices,” 
and he believes the 2020 event is already having 
an impact. 

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T  c o n t i n u e d
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For instance, Robin Means Coleman, 
author of Horror Noire—which inspired a 
documentary of the same name—was featured 
in Nights of Horror. Since that presentation, 
Phillips has seen that Coleman has been 
mentioned more in film blogs, with people 
discussing both her work and Black represen-
tation in the horror genre. Phillips credits Jarvis 

and Castaño-Márquez with providing a space 
for “synergy” to flourish, “creating a forum for 
these conversations to expand.”

Join the Fun
According to Phillips, Jarvis and Castaño-
Márquez have done “another impressive job” 
assembling this year’s “monumental project.”  

Spooky Evenings can be followed on both Instagram 
and Twitter at @spookyevening (no “s” on the 
end), and the event will run live on YouTube’s 
subscription channel, Spooky Evenings. ■

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T  c o n t i n u e d
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Dining 
Halls 
Adapt and  
Innovate

Going to “the caf” with friends has long been an 
important part of the college experience. Indeed, one 
characteristic of a healthy diet is eating with people, 
particularly friends and family. Family dinners or 
gathering for a cookout on Sunday with family and 
friends are universal ways to be in community with 
others. Private college and university administrators 
understand this important aspect of human culture 
and typically require meal plans so that students have 
meals in a communal space. However, changes brought 
about by the COVID-19 pandemic have greatly dimin-
ished the opportunity for such experiences. 

The pandemic has also brought about the need 
to reconsider the overall campus dining experience. 
When the pandemic hit, the first adaptation was 
providing self-serve, pre-packaged meals, the closing 
of drink dispensers and water fountains, and deliv-
ering boxed meals to quarantined students. Since 
then, campus dining has made numerous adjust-
ments to abide by safety protocols while also 
attempting to keep some sense of community. As 
campuses welcome students back in the fall of 
2021, innovations in food delivery and food options 
are providing a different type of campus dining 
experience. 

Food Delivery 
Mobile apps that allow the user to order food 
and have it delivered are now commonplace. 
Companies such as Uber developed UberEats, and 

other companies such as DoorDash and Waitr were 
developed specifically to offer food delivery services. 
Fast food and other restaurants also have apps for 
mobile ordering and delivery. Today’s students most 
likely have several food delivery or restaurant apps 
on their phones. 

Campuses are utilizing the customization capacity 
of apps to offer a new dining experience for their 
students and are contracting with outside companies 
to deliver even better customer service. For example, 
Fresh Ideas Food Service Management provides 
innovative ways to order and deliver food. Fresh 
Ideas understands “the important role food plays 
in recruitment and retention” for higher education. 
Their dining services program is “positioned to 
support these initiatives through meaningful inter-
action and engagement between students and Fresh 
Ideas.” The company is committed to offering high 
quality fresh foods, using sustainable practices, and 
developing innovative technologies related to food 
production and delivery. 

Westminster College in Fulton, MO partners with 
Fresh Ideas and offers a completely contactless option 
for meals at the Johnson College Inn (JCI) Snack 
Bar. Students can order food through the FreshX 
app. When their food is ready, a unique code is sent 
to their phone. This code gives access to a specific 
cubby in a Minnow Pod, a refrigerator-like set of ten 
insulated cubbies inside the JCI. This pod is portable 

 by Lisa Gibbs
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and can be placed anywhere there is a power 
outlet. Interior lighting, customizable pick 
up times and ADA compliance give students 
security and flexibility.  This system also 
reduces wait times for the students, helps 
with distancing protocols, and has resulted in 
increased sales for the campus dining system. 

Robots are also being used by campuses 
for food delivery. Sodexo, a food service and 
facility management company, is partnering 
with robotic delivery startup Kiwibot to 
deliver food on campus. Loyola Marymount 
University and Gonzaga University are 
participating in early trials with the rovers. 
Students and faculty have the option of 
ordering fresh meals delivered by the 
insulated, Level-3 autonomous devices. The 
robots travel at a maximum two miles per 
hour, are equipped with high-tech sensors 
and are supported remotely to ensure safe 
operations. 

As food delivery becomes less of a luxury 
and more of a solution, such innovations 
bring increased flexibility to campus dining. 

Food Options
Private college and university dining halls 
are also offering increased food options for 
students. More and more research supports the 
benefits of healthy, sustainable eating as well 
as the negative impact of mass food processing 
and food waste. Campuses are addressing these 
issues and expanding their menus to include 
plant based and vegan foods, allergy-free foods 
and dedicated preparation spaces. 

At Dillard University in New Orleans, 
Chef Dennis Dunn has slowly and consis-
tently increased the health and wellness 
of students through food. Since he began 
working at Dillard, Chef Dunn has paid close 
attention to what the students wanted, such 
as food "from back home" and more variety. 
He began replacing frozen vegetables with 
fresh. He introduced vegetable étouffée and 
vegetable jambalaya, plant-based versions of 
two New Orleans classic dishes. Vegetable 
stock is made with kitchen scraps, such as 
apple cores and potato peels, which reduces 
food waste. A designated station in the dining 

C O L U M N :  0 N - C A M P U S  c o n t i n u e d
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hall gives students and faculty a variety of fresh 
meatless entrees, sauces, and savory blends. For 
Chef Dunn, good food means good for the body, 
and his approach has positively impacted the 
campus community.  

In February 2020, Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tennessee, announced it had become 
“the first U.S. university where all commercial 
on-campus kitchens are ‘Certified Free From’ tree 
nuts and peanuts,” the top two food allergens in 
the United States. Additionally, the university 
dedicated one dining hall certified free of other 
common food allergens. The Rand Dining Center 
is free from milk, eggs, fish, shellfish, wheat, and 
soybean, in addition to tree nuts and peanuts. 
Students can choose to dine in or use the mobile 
app orderIT, which has the additional benefit 
of recording and tracking foods consumed by 
students, particularly those with documented 
life-threatening allergies or medical dietary restric-
tions. These options are for everyone on campus, 
supporting the university goal to serve “a diverse 
student population with a broad spectrum of 

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
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dietary needs and restrictions” and to offer “an 
inclusive dining experience for all students.”

Campus dining is constantly evolving and 
innovating to meet the needs of students. 
Cafeterias, food courts, and snack bars were 
already in place to offer a variety of food options 
as well as hours of operation. The pandemic accel-
erated the use of technology to provide contactless 
ordering and delivery of food. In addition, the 
move toward sustainability and the importance 
of student health has resulted in menu changes 
that include plant based and allergy-free options. 
These changes create a campus experience that 
supports the lifestyle, health, and wellness of the 
entire campus community. ■

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: PUPN staff writer 
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Where to Begin?
You’ve decided your campus needs a new security 
plan or an update to an existing one. Where do 
you begin? First, determine the security needs 
and expectations of the campus and decision-
makers. Then tailor a plan with your preferred 
integrator to help keep your project on track.

Determine Needs and Expectations 
Any project will go more smoothly when 
decision-makers agree on goals and scope. 
Talk with administrators and the IT group 
to determine needs, capabilities, and expecta-
tions. Include staff, security personnel, students, 
and parents to offer valuable insight. Consider 
reaching out to local first responders, too; they 
are another great source of information. Effort 
in the early stages could help save time and 
money throughout the project.

Tailor a Plan
With input from stakeholders, you’re ready to 
think about equipment, budgets, and policies. 
Security is not sold as a “one-size-fits-all” plan. 
You’ll likely be working with an integrator to 

tailor a comprehensive plan designed specifically 
for your campus. 

Indoor Risk Assessment
Building a comprehensive plan can be a major 
undertaking. It can include many stakeholders, 
such as representatives of campus security, police, 
administrators, faculty, staff, students, parents, 
local first responders, neighborhood residents, and 
nearby businesses. An outside security integrator 
who can bring a fresh view to the project often 
leads the effort. A good risk assessment is very 
comprehensive and involves a lot more than 
just checking the lights and rattling the doors. 
Expectations for students and staff members 
should be outlined in written policies and 
procedures. A risk assessment may take days to 
complete, but a thorough inspection can enhance 
security while saving costs. Considerations for 
this phase of assessment include the following:

Building Interiors

Security experts put an emphasis on entrances 
and how staff members control who gets inside. 
Doors, windows, and locks are checked to see 

if they can resist an attack. Ventilation ducts 
are looked at to make sure criminals can’t use 
them to get inside.

Stairwells, Hallways, and Restrooms
Common areas get inspected to make sure they 
aren’t creating opportunities to hide weapons 
or contraband.

Security Systems
Access control, video surveillance, burglar 
alarms, and communications are checked to 
confirm they’re working as expected.

Signage and Visuals
An inspector also looks for signage and other 
visual indicators to aid the hearing impaired 
during an emergency.

Outdoor Risk Assessment
Tools used to protect building interiors are 
different than those used to secure outdoor 
spaces. Emergency stations, low-light cameras, 
landscaping, and other equipment take on 
greater importance. This part of the assessment 
considers the following elements:
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Parking Lots and Garages
Parking lots, garages, and other exterior areas are 
examined to ensure they have adequate lighting, 
fencing, emergency stations, and security cameras. 

Outdoor Facilities
A plan for monitoring athletic fields, walking trails, 
and other outbuildings should be developed, as 
these areas are frequent targets for illegal activity. 

Surrounding Neighborhoods
Student housing, businesses, and traffic patterns 
are also considered in the overall strategy, since 
they can impact your security.

Annexes and Urban Campuses
The plan for dispersed campuses needs to 
include network-based security systems to bring 
information into a centralized security opera-
tions center.

Technologies to Consider
Once the initial assessment has been completed, 
the decision-makers can decide preventative 
security measures to put in place.

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
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Doors and Locks
Quality doors and locks are meant to effectively 
deter criminals from getting into buildings. 
The most effective security comes from the 
combination of a solid core wood or metal door 
plus an electromechanical lock. Unfortunately, 
glass doors are widely popular on campuses. If 
it’s not possible to replace them, use weapon-re-
sistant security film or stainless-steel screens on 
the glass. Additionally, electronic locks provide 
a high level of security. They integrate with 
access control and video intercoms so doors 
can be opened remotely. Staff members can use 
card readers and keypads to enter. Electronic 
locks eliminate the need for keys, which can 
be easily lost, stolen, or copied. 

Access Control 
Security experts agree that access control is a 
vital part of any campus security plan. Mobile 
credentialing is swiftly replacing badges. 
Security is enhanced as a person must have 
possession of a smartphone or tablet, a security 
code, or biometric confirmation to gain access. 
Biometrics such as fingerprints, iris scans, or 
facial recognition have become a new tool 
to authenticate students, staff, and campus 
visitors. There are no cards to lose or share, and 
enrollment in the system takes only a minute 
or two. Just like cards, time, day, and location 
restrictions can be added for each person. 
Campuses can combine card readers, keypads, 
and/or biometric readers for doors requiring 
absolute identity authentication.

Video Intercom 
All campus doors should be locked, but visitors 
and volunteers need access to campus buildings. 
Video intercom systems are ideal in such situa-
tions. To properly control access into buildings, 
door stations are needed at the entrances. 
Depending on the system, you can select either 
master stations, guard stations, tenant stations, 
or mobile apps for visitor screening. Roaming 
guards and campus security can use mobile 
apps in lieu of a physical master or guard 
station. Tenant stations and mobile apps are 
perfect for dorms and student housing. A door 
station can be installed outside any entrance. 
When visitors push the call button, their faces 
and surrounding area are displayed on the 
inside station or mobile app. A two-way conver-
sation begins, and if the visitor is approved, the 
door can be conveniently unlocked.

Visitor Management
The days of asking visitors to use pen-and-paper 
sign-in books are gone. Best practices now 
favor electronic visitor management systems 
(VMS). They’re accurate, easy to operate, and 
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enhance security. With these systems, visitors 
are asked to produce a government-issued 
photo ID which is swiped through a visitor 
management system. Within seconds, the 
person’s information is checked against federal 
and state criminal databases and the national 
sex offender registry. A campus can also add its 
own custom watch lists. When properly imple-
mented, watch lists provide protection from 
restraining orders, custodial issues, as well as 
providing the names of disgruntled former-em-
ployees and students. After the system clears 
a visitor, a temporary badge is printed with 
the person’s name, picture, date/time, and 
area of campus approved to visit. Some badges 
automatically fade within a specific time 
frame to indicate the visitor’s authorized time 
on campus has expired. Visitor information 
from multiple campus stations is stored in a 
central database and is easy to share with first 
responders during an investigation.

Cloud-Based Mobile Apps
Most of us use mobile devices to book travel 
plans, check the latest sports scores, and share 

news and photos with our families and 
friends. Apps can also be a valuable security 
tool. Some stay connected to a network 
24/7, allowing officers to remotely patrol the 
campus while remaining tethered to a security 
operations center. Staff can monitor video, 
receive immediate notifications, open doors to 
approved visitors, and much more. Campuses 
can now create apps providing direct commu-
nication links between students and security 
officers. Some apps let students or staff submit 
voice or video messages to report a potentially 
dangerous situation. Students can choose to 
share their location with friends and family 
while traveling across campus.

Video Surveillance
Numerous studies have shown the presence of 
cameras is enough to deter many criminals. 
Simply put, criminals don’t want to commit 
crimes when they know they are being 
watched.  Today’s cameras capture incredible 
detail. They provide round-the-clock, 
real-time views of campus buildings and 
outdoor areas. They help prevent dangerous 
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incidents and can limit the damage when 
events do occur. Video surveillance should 
cover building entries and perimeters, 
hallways, stairwells, cafeterias and commons, 
and libraries. Outdoor security cameras 
should monitor parking lots and garages, 
main campus thoroughfares, playgrounds, 
walking trails, and other remote areas.

Intrusion Alarms

Intrusion systems can protect people and 
valuable assets around the clock. Sensors 
create audible alarms when doors are forced 
open or windows are broken. Motion detectors 
sense people moving through buildings at 
night, during holidays, and weekends. Sensors 
can also protect HVAC and other campus 
equipment targeted by thieves.

Emergency Stations

A combination of highly visible towers, 
compact wall boxes, and emergency call 
stations offer distressed students an immediate 
way to call for help in remote areas.
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Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)
Lastly, CPTED can make a good plan even better and is one of 
the least expensive ways to enhance security on campus. Lighting 
is important along pathways, in parking lots, in garages, and 
surrounding building perimeters. It deters criminals while security 
gets a better view. Fencing and gates help guide people into proper 
entrances. Trees or bushes along the perimeter should be removed 
so they cannot be used to climb over fences. Landscaping should 
be trimmed to allow views of doors and windows from the street. 
Thorny bushes directly beneath ground-floor windows can help 
discourage criminals from climbing through windows. Clear signage 
is also important. Make sure signs have easy-to-read fonts, offer 
consistent messages, and are visible throughout the campus.

Choosing the best array of strategies and technology for your 
campus security needs can be a daunting task, but a comprehensive 
plan can be developed and implemented to protect all campus 
stakeholders. ■
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The rallying cries of environmentalism assail our ears with an overwhelming variety of concerns: 

deforestation, invasive species, wetland loss, the biodiversity crisis, and climate change. Barrages 

of negative headlines risk leaving a hopeless impression, but committed people are quietly 

making inroads, working toward steady change—and private universities can have important 

roles to play in addressing the multiple, interlocking crises that humanity currently faces.
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IN 
fall 2016, after the corn harvest, I 
crossed a field leased to a Vermont 
farmer by Saint Michael’s College 

in Colchester, Vermont. My interest was in 
the woods beyond, where students had set trail 
cameras for research. With my lecture on soil 
erosion, eutrophication, and algal blooms fresh 
in my mind, I recognized the need to shift my 
focus to the ground beneath my feet, owned by 
my college, as I realized that my institution was, 
in fact, part of the problem.

Bare soil caked my boots. As the soil ran off the 
landscape in grey/brown rivulets, it graphically 
illustrated points just made in my course. With 
the corn harvested, nothing broke the pummeling 
impacts of rainfall; phosphorous-enriched soil 
continually washed towards the Winooski River 
before contributing to future beach closings 
downstream in Lake Champlain.

I found my mind reeling with multiple 
questions: What message was my academic insti-
tution conveying—one lesson for the classroom, 
another on the ground? Something needed to 
be done, but what? Our small college, governed 
by trustees with fiduciary responsibilities—in 
a time of shrinking student demographics 
region-wide—was likely making the best 
economic use of the land.

I had—literally—stumbled onto the inter-
section of environmental idealism and the 
bottom line.  The unstated other side of every 
not-for-profit organization’s coin is “not for loss.” 
Whatever solution I might propose would have to 
be revenue neutral. Terminating farming leases 
would forgo annual revenue, and site restoration 
would be costly. But many institutions use their 
lands for research and education, so I thought—
why not us?

I contacted colleagues for creative solutions 
to my dilemma.  Before long, I found my way to 
Jim Eikenberry, a representative of the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service. Jim forwarded 
documents describing Wetland Reserve 
Easements, a component of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program.

For qualifying land areas, the federal 
government would purchase development rights, 
come onsite, restore lost wetlands, and work 
to manage invasive species.  The research and 
educational opportunities provided by environ-
mental restoration right on campus would be 
phenomenal.  To qualify for the program, land 

must be agricultural and must include historical 
wetland. Aerial photographs dating back decades 
confirmed what was made obvious by the corn 
stalks: the property had been agricultural land for 
many decades.  Soil conservation maps indicated 
wetland conditions, but a site visit was necessary 
for confirmation of that requirement.

In spring 2017, I met with representatives 
of federal and state agencies to walk the site.  
We were joined by Karen Talentino, then the 
college’s VP for Academic Affairs, who is also a 
biologist by training. Soil cores were taken and 
inspected, and notes were made regarding site 
hydrology and trees characteristic of wetlands. 
We covered several miles that day, but we saw 
from the first steps that our farmed land included 
wetland, floodplain, and riparian zones worthy of 
protection. Moreover, because of our floodplain 
location, little of the land could be developed to 
begin with; loss of development rights would have 
negligible impact.

When we learned that an easement payment 
could financially replace one hundred and fifty 
years of agricultural leases, we had a strong case 
to make.  Rob Robinson, our college’s chief 
financial officer, did his due diligence, weighing 
the legal fees and property value loss that a 
perpetual easement would incur, and agreed that 
an easement made financial sense. We brought a 
proposal before our board of trustees, and they 
approved. In 2018, the Saint Michael’s College 
Natural Area was created on 350 acres of campus 
land to support the educational, research, recre-
ational, and athletic missions of the college. 

We informed our tenant farmer that the lease 
on 65 farmed acres would not be renewed. He 
requested a year to plan for loss of acreage, and we 
agreed. In return, he planted cover crop to reduce 
soil erosion and increase organic content of the 
soil depleted by decades of extractive agriculture. 
After the last corn harvest in 2018, he planted 
winter rye, using a seed drill to better preserve 
self-seeded silver maples, willows, and box elders 
already coming up between the corn rows.

The Natural Area site is traversed by a right 
of way that is brush hogged annually by the 
Champlain Water District at no cost to the 
college. We decided that this right of way would 
be our first trail, extending 1.3 miles. The 
college carpenters installed trailhead kiosks, 
and Professor Richard Kujawa, our geographer, 
mapped what has since grown to be a four-mile 
trail network used by nature lovers, cross-country 
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skiers, athletic teams, and students—some 
enrolled in one of the fifteen different courses 
interacting with the area, and some simply out 
for a stroll between classes.

The signs attracted birders who promptly 
declared the area a “birding hot spot.” As of 
August 2021, they have logged 810 complete 
checklists on the site, documenting 171 bird 
species. Our students use the bird data in our 
Community Ecology course. Other naturalists 
document plants, insects, and mammals on the 
iNaturalist site, totaling 557 species reported to 
date. Jim Andrews, a herpetologist, visited in 
March 2021 to begin documenting amphibians 
and reptiles. Student researchers installed 
trail cameras and have photographed ninteen 
mammal species ranging from flying squirrels 
to fishers; students in Environmental Science 
measure organic content of the soil, comparing 
the site to the college’s nearby farm.

In a breathtakingly short period of time, 
this site has been converted from a neglected 
pollution source to a valuable campus resource.  
In 2019, we hosted Nancy Winship Milliken’s 
art installation consisting of clay bricks molded 
to convey snippets of “Dispatch from Gaia” by 
(then) Vermont Poet Laureate Chard deNiord. 

Community members walked a mile of trail to 
take in the entire exhibit; I can’t think of a better 
embodiment of the liberal arts.

Nancy’s bricks, crafted from local clay, 
were designed to dissolve into the landscape, 
emulating the Leave No Trace ethic.  Vermont’s 
weather has certainly made the bricks one with 
the earth, and the pandemic has provided ample 
time for Saint Michael’s College student artists 
to create their own outdoor exhibits following 
the same ethical principles. In fact, the pandemic 
has greatly increased artistic and other uses of 
the open-air site.

Conversion of the Saint Michael’s College 
land for new uses is a textbook example of 
win-win environmentalism. We have reduced 
soil erosion, improved habitat for native species, 
and increased tree density—and therefore 
carbon capture. The second win is the creation 
of a facility that serves the college mission and 
broader community in diverse ways. One of 
those ways was a valuable learning experience 
when our Green Up student organization joined 
Professor Trevien Stanger to plant 100 trees and 
200 shrubs in the easement, which in turn will 
feed back into the environmental mission of 
the site.

The tree planting was made possible by a small 
grant from Green Mountain Audubon. This 
organization recognized the work that the college 
was doing in the Natural Area and encouraged 
us to apply for funds. One of our Saint Michael’s 
College alumni works with a different organi-
zation called Branch Out Burlington, and they 
have donated a significant number of sycamore 
and other trees which have also been planted.  

Vermont is just at the northern edge of the 
natural range for sycamores, but with a changing 
climate, these trees will thrive here during a 
lifespan that is counted in hundreds of years. 
Planting trees just a little farther north than 
they would typically grow is sometimes called 
“assisted migration.”  The simple idea is to plan 
for a warmer climate by planting trees that might 
not manage to cast their seeds so far north; this 
practice is another important lesson for college 
students. 

Clearly, the Saint Michael’s College Natural 
Area is one of a great number of private 
university properties that, if appropriately 
stewarded, would collectively make significant 
contributions to increasing biological diversity, 
controlling soil erosion, and capturing carbon. 
While St. Michael’s has been able to build on the 

Planting sycamores, Spring 2019
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opportunity afforded by the easement by pursuing 
other grants and partnerships, easements are not 
the solution for every property. Private univer-
sities can, however, improve habitats and lower 
our collective environmental impacts in other 
ways. Perhaps the lowest cost “action” one can 
take is to simply stop doing something. Many 
institutions invest significant time and energy in 
lawns that are, in many cases, unused. At Saint 
Michael’s College, we designated some of these 
lawns as “no-mow zones.” Because of slope and 
rough ground, the designated areas were difficult 
to mow to begin with.  

This initiative was spearheaded by a colleague 
in our Fine Art Department. Professor Brian 
Collier, an artist and curator at the college, 
describes his “Unlawning America” project as “a 
call to inaction.” According to Collier, people in 
the United States devote about four times as much 
space to mowed lawn as we do to corn: approxi-
mately 40 million acres. A quick glance around 
your campus may well reveal some of that acreage 
maintained at a substantial cost to your institution. 
Collier suggests reducing this ecological desert by 
simply stopping the mowing on land not actively 
used for recreational purposes.

Sycamores, Summer 2021
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Even without replanting, biological 
diversity builds rapidly in former lawns. 
Chicory, milkweed, and goldenrod are among 
the many plants that grow and feed pollinators 
in the no-mow zones at Saint Michael’s. When 
our students collected leaf litter insects, the 
diversity was quite high compared to lawn.

Eliminating mowing has the added benefits 
of reducing the cost, carbon output, and noise 
pollution of mowing. In 2019, the average 
household spent $503 on lawn care and 
maintenance; by extrapolation, many organi-
zations and institutions spend far more on 
their larger lawns. At my own home, I have 
replaced a substantial patch of lawn with a 
vegetable garden, and I have been gradually 
expanding flower beds to replace other parts 
of it.  I have added native shrub species, 
including elderberry, viburnum, and beach 
plum, that produce both flowers for polli-
nators and fruit for consumption—or for the 
birds I enjoy watching. Native species offer the 
advantage of pest resistance and require less 
upkeep.    Natural areas—whether “no mow” 
parcels or larger expanses set aside through 
easements—can revert to their native diversity 
and lushness with remarkable ease. This year, 

when I crossed the former corn field with my 
new collaborator Jim Eikenberry, we found 
ourselves looking up at self-seeded cottonwood 
saplings fully twelve feet tall. The site now 
accumulates soil as the stems slow flood water 
velocity and promote settling of sediments 
eroded from upstream. We discussed the 
best locations for college students to plant 
trees, and we identified other, more remote, 
locations where his agency will plant.  Still 
other areas of former corn field will never be 
planted because trees are growing naturally 
at densities higher than either NRCS or Saint 
Michael’s College could afford to plant. As 
our Natural Area reverts from cornfield to 
floodplain forest, we sincerely hope that 
this site can inspire all private colleges and 
universities to restore and protect their local 
environments in perpetuity. ■
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COLLABORATION 
TABLES
SMARTdesks® unique collaboration 
tables—Exchange™—feature a right 
triangle shape with a comfort curve 
on the user's right or left. These 
shapes fit together in a variety of 
configurations such as triangles, 
pinwheels, hexagons, wings, beetles, 
and organic abstract shapes, to 
form collaboration tables for active 
learning. SMARTdesks® flipIT® 
options, too.

www.smartdesks.com

OUTDOOR 
FURNITURE
Kay Park Recreation offers a large 
selection of park and playground 
equipment and commercial grade 
site furnishings, including outdoor 
tables, grills, benches, trash 
containers, drinking fountains, 
planters, umbrellas, bollards, shade 
canopies, and bike racks. They 
have a complete line of bleachers 
and grandstands, as well as some 
outdoor athletic equipment.

www.kaypark.com

HANDCRAFTED 
SEATING
For over seventy years, industry 
leaders in higher education have 
relied on BEVCO to deliver ergonomic 
seating solutions that perfectly 
balance comfort and durability. Our 
seating solutions offer incredible 
customization options while keeping 
your comfort and wellness top of mind. 
Handcrafted and built to order, our 
chairs meet the demands of any work 
environment.

www.bevco.com
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LAPTOP KIOSKS
LaptopsAnytime works with 
universities’ administrators to 
create dynamic laptop and tablet 
dispensing services. Not only are the 
systems cost-efficient. but they are 
also secure and scalable to handle 
the demands of public computing 
(and even industrial) environments. 
Because the kiosks can be left 
unattended, consider expanding 
innovative, self-service computing  
to places which are unstaffed.

www.laptopsanytime.com

BULLET-RESISTANT 
DOORS
Overly Door Company, an ISO 
9001 Certified Company, is an 
industry leader in the design and 
manufacture of Bullet-Resistant 
Door and Window Systems and 
Accessories, all of which have been 
rigorously tested to one or more 
of the following test standards: UL 
Standard for Safety 752, or National 
Institute of Justice Standard 0108.01.

www.Overly.com

ACOUSTICAL SHELL
The Bravado® Acoustical Shell 
features elegant mobile towers and 
ceiling panels that form a resounding 
performance space. Designed for 
spaces that require a full-stage 
acoustical system, the Bravado offers 
a customizable design that is crafted 
to perfectly meet visual and acoustical 
needs. Each tower is comprised of 
movable panel wings that lock into 
place and offer multiple configurations.

www.stagingconcepts.com

INDOOR AIR QUALITY
It is increasingly understood that 
indoor air quality (IAQ) impacts 
learning. Dynamic Air Quality 
Solutions manufactures high-efficiency 
air cleaning systems that improve IAQ, 
save energy, and reduce operating 
costs. Dynamic Air Cleaners remove 
odors and VOCs in addition to 
ultrafine particles. The Dynamic V8® 
Air Cleaning System delivers MERV 
15 performance and offers media 
change-out intervals measured in 
years instead of months.

www.DynamicAQS.com

ATHLETIC LOCKERS
List Industries® has developed a 
new wood sport locker design—the 
Recruiter 2—that can help upgrade 
any locker room. Handcrafted using 
state-of-the-art equipment, the 
Recruiter 2 is feature-rich and made 
from furniture-grade hardwood with 
modern contour edges. Features 
include stainless steel hooks, a 
clothes rod, a built-in lock box and a 
footlocker. The product is ready to 
ship and is customizable with logo, 
seat pad, and lock options.

www.listindustries.com
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EMERGENCY 
LIGHTING 
The IOTA® IIS 750 advanced 
emergency lighting inverter 
combines new emergency 
performance capabilities with 
popular IOTA design features. Using 
a unique 3-Zone output capability, 
the IIS 750 can distribute emergency 
power to up to three different rooms 
or zones while accommodating 
normal ON/OFF and 0-10V dimming 
controls per zone.

www.iotaengineering.com

MOISTURE 
MEASURING KIT 
With the Ligno-VersaTec moisture 
meter, you can select the right 
measuring mode to fit the job on 
hand: pin mode, scan mode, or 
thermo-hygrometer mode. This could 
be tracking moisture problems with 
hand probes up to 7" deep or could 
be measuring the humidity in a crawl 
space with the RH Bluepeg probe.  
The Ligno-VersaTec can check all 
moisture problems.

www.lignomat.com

DOOR BARRICADE 
DEVICES
The NIGHTLOCK® Lockdown 1 
uses the strength of the floor to 
withstand tremendous force, and 
works on any outward- and inward-
swinging doors. The NIGHTLOCK 
unit is installed at floor level, and 
remains out of reach to anyone 
attempting to enter by breaking 
window glass on conventional 
classroom and office doors. 

www.classroomlockdown.com

FIRE SAFETY
AGF Manufacturing Inc. 
manufactures specialized products 
for the Fire Protection Industry 
and was founded on the principles 
of reliability, versatility, and 
compatibility. AGF has introduced 
a number of original products that 
accommodate the varying demands 
of the fire protection industry, and 
we are continually working in the 
field to improve existing products 
and introduce new ones.

www.agfmanufacturing.com
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OFFICE ESSENTIALS

π

ORDER BY 6 PM FOR SAME DAY SHIPPING

COMPLETE CATALOG   1-800-295-5510

CHAIR MATSDESKS AND TABLES

CHAIRS FILE CABINETS

SLIP & FALL PREVENTION SINCE 1993
AMERICAN SLIP METER®

OUR 925 IS AN NFSI APPROVED TRIBOMETER FOR DCOF TESTING

Our 925 is an automated 
DCOF meter that tests to NFSI 
B101.3 and ANSI A326.3. No 
drive wheels to slip on ramps, 
bathtubs, or grout lines. Test 
stairs in four directions.

Our 825A is an economical 
manual SCOF meter that tests 
to ANSI/NFSI B101.1-2009. Easy 
to operate for both dry and wet 
tests. Used across the globe for 
many years.

OUR 925 IS AN NFSI APPROVED TRIBOMETER FOR DCOF TESTING

Our 825A is an economical 
manual SCOF meter that tests 

We o� er sales, service, and rentals of SCOF and DCOF 
Tribometers. We manufacture the ASM 825A SCOF

and the ASM 925 DCOF meters.

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
www.americanslipmeter.com 
info@americanslipmeter.com  .  941-681-2431

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
2021 Dean’s List Award Winners
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EXPERIENCE THE  
QUALITY DIFFERENCE
Royal Basket Trucks® believes that 
carts should be designed to meet 
the needs of your environment. For 
that reason, our carts can be easily 
integrated into your daily operations 
to improve the overall efficiency of 
your workflow. We offer 13 colors of 
vinyl, 7 colors of mesh, and canvas. 
Custom size modifications, branding, 
and labeling are available. Visit our 
website for more information.

www.royal-basket.com

LANDSCAPING
Billy Goat’s PLUGR 25” width reciprocating 
aerator offers up to 42,550 sq. ft. of aeration 
per hour in a single pass and features 
Variable Aeration Density,™ a Billy Goat 
exclusive, allowing operators to vary hole 
spacing from 8 to 45 holes per sq. ft. Self-
propelled rear-wheel hydro-drive and front 
casters offer ultimate in-ground turning and 
Billy Goat Common Controls permit feathering 
speed with fingertip control. Powered by 
a 163 cc Honda or 203 cc Vanguard with 
Cyclonic Air Filtration extending air filter 
replacement up to 600 hours.

www.billygoat.com

ERGONOMIC,  
GREEN SEATING 
From lunchrooms to laboratories, 
BioFit designs chairs, tables and 
carts that are perfect for your 
educational environment.  Our chairs, 
stools, tables and multipurpose carts 
are: ergonomic, chemical resistant, 
easy-to-clean and disinfect, durable 
and long-lasting, manufactured in the 
U.S., and backed by award-winning 
customer support and a full 13-year 
warranty on most items.

www.biofit.com

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
2021 Dean’s List Award Winners

TABLET FEEDERS
In addition to being simple, efficient, 
and durable, Vantage ACF Series 
Calcium Hypochlorite Tablet 
Feeders offer unmatched water 
quality, are safer than liquid systems, 
and run “clean” for less maintenance. 
From the introductory ACF-60 
feeder to the ACF-250 for systems 
up to 1,000,000 gallons of water, all 
three Vantage feeders are NSF/ANSI 
Standard 50 certified.

www.vantagewatercare.com
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LOW MAINTENANCE 
SHEET RUBBER
Musson Sheet Rubber is a low 
maintenance, long life resilient 
flooring that is excellent for high-
traffic areas.  Available in over 
sixty colors, it requires no waxes 
or finishes; the shine is maintained 
by using a high speed buffer.  
Dimensionally stable, Musson sheet 
rubber will not shrink over time.

www.mussonrubber.com

STUDIO STATION 
SYSTEMS
Conference cameras and PCs running 
teleconferencing software take time 
for set-up and often require AV staff 
assistance. Upgrading to Extron’s 
StudioStation eliminates setup time 
and no longer requires AV staff. In 
a quick and straightforward setup 
process, the instructor inserts a USB 
stick into the StudioStation remote 
control panel and presses Record.

www.extron.com

SAFETY 
MATS
PIG Grippy Floor Mat, the world’s 
first adhesive-backed absorbent 
mat, eliminates trip hazards 
commonly associated with standard 
carpeted or rubber-backed floor 
mats.  There’s no shifting or 
bunching up. Grippy stays flat and 
tight to most common commercial 
floor surfaces, but peels up easily, 
so disposal and change-outs are a 
breeze.

www.newpig.com

CAMPUS ID CARD 
SECURITY
Students feel engaged, safe, and 
in control when they’re able to 
interact with campus facilities and 
services from their phone. TouchNet 
OrderAhead lets colleges and 
universities deliver just that. From 
this easy-to-use, integrated app, 
students can view dining hours, 
menus, place orders, schedule 
appointments, earn loyalty points, 
and then some.

www.touchnet.com

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
2021 Dean’s List Award Winners

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
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SURFACE & AIR 
PURIFICATION
Did you know that indoor 
air quality can be up to five 
times worse than outdoor 
air? InspiredTEC has leading 
technology that will purify and 
monitor the air you breathe 
and the surfaces you touch in 
every indoor space. We offer a 
new standard in air and surface 
purification.

www.inspiredtecllc.com

ADA-COMPLIANT 
LIFTS
Pool Lift Model IGAT-180 is one of 
three Aquatic Access lifts meeting 
ADA standards. Powered only by 
water pressure, it provides safe, 
reliable, cost-effective use for the 
rider and provider. There are no 
batteries or danger of electricity, 
no pumps, motors, oils, gears, or 
extensive maintenance schedules. 
Simpler is smarter.

www.aquaticaccess.com

TOUCH-FREE 
CALLING
Viking's new Touch-Free VoIP 
Entry Phones are equipped with 
a touchless motion sensor. Simply 
wave over the sensor to activate a 
call. Touch-free calling eliminates 
exposure to germs and bacteria  
from typical push buttons. These 
phones can dial up to five 
programmable numbers, are SIP 
compatible, and PoE powered.

www.vikingelectronics.com

PRO AUDIO 
SYSTEMS
The compact Switch Back M8RX 
provides personal headphone 
monitoring, Dante interface, and mic 
preamp all in one beltpack-sized 
package. It’s the perfect proaudio-
quality fit for live sound, recording 
studios, and home studios. Features 
include 4 Dante network audio inputs/
outputs, 4 Analog inputs, 2 studio-
quality mic preamps, and 2 channel 
line inputs.

www.heartechnologies.com

WATER LEAK 
DETECTION
Since 1975, Dorlen Products Inc. has 
been manufacturing high quality water 
leak detection systems. These systems 
are typically used in Data Centers, 
Server Rooms, Mainframe Areas, and 
Telecom Rooms. Systems are also 
used in unattended or difficult access 
areas to indicate water leakage that 
may lead to downtime and damage. 
All products are made in the USA and 
come with a 5-year limited warranty.

www.wateralert.com

ELECTRIC MOWERS
The new VANQUISH™ model brings 
stand-on mowing to the Evolution 
Series of commercial, electric 
mowers. Available with a 52″ or 
60″ cut (side/rear discharge), the 
VANQUISH runs for up to seven 
hours continuously at speeds of up 
to 11.5 mph. Featuring Mean Green’s 
patented ZTR technologies making it 
competitive with any gas mower in its 
class. The VANQUISH is a quiet, low 
maintenance, zero emission mower 
built for all-day professional use.

www.meangreenproducts.com

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
2021 Dean’s List Award Winners

MEMBRANE 
SYSTEM 
Super SAM® 125 sheet membrane 
is designed to be installed under a 
variety of hard surface flooring to 
reduce airborne and impact sound 
transmission.  It also protects tile from 
cracking due to structural movement. 
Super SAM® 125 is the perfect solution 
for libraries, classrooms, dormitories, 
laboratories, media rooms, and other 
areas needing sound reduction.

www.NACproducts.com

CONDENSING 
WATER HEATERS
PVI’s Conquest is a compact, 
high-efficiency, gas-fired, semi-
instantaneous water heater that 
combines an advanced fuel-saving 
design with extended product life.  
It features a sub-merged combustion 
chamber and a heat-exchanger  
with a helical array of fire-tubes 
fabricated entirely from durable, 
corrosion-resistant AquaPLEX  
duplex stainless steel alloy.

www.pvi.com
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QUALITY 
TRANSPORTATION
The Ultra Coachliner DXL is the 
industry leader. This motorcoach 
has all the features you need, with 
affordable pricing and thousands 
of service centers nationwide. At 
only half the operating cost to own 
and operate, colleges are taking 
advantage of fuel savings, reduced 
maintenance expenses, and less 
down time.

www.nationalbus.com

SLIP AND FALL 
PREVENTION
American Slip Meter has been 
manufacturing tribometers since 
1993. We design and manufacture 
the meters here in our facility in 
Florida. We also provide calibration 
service as well as testing of surfaces 
in the field and at our facility.  
We are proud to announce our  
925 is NFSI approved. 

www.americanslipmeter.com

AIR QUALITY 
CONTROL  
KMC Commander is an open, 
secure, and scalable IoT platform 
that colleges and universities can 
use to optimize processes and 
increase efficiency. Using the Dell 
Edge Gateway 3000, you can 
connect to building systems and 
devices easily and securely. The 
devices are then quickly discovered, 
profiled and tagged for easy data 
collection, viewing, and control.

www.kmccontrols.com

COMMUNICATION 
SOLUTIONS
Aiphone is your partner in finding 
proactive security solutions for 
your school, campus, or district. 
With visitor screening technology, 
campus-wide communication, 
paging integration, and student 
housing solutions, we are here to 
help create a learning environment 
that places a premium on safety and 
security. Learn more at aiphone.
com/PUPN_HigherEd

www.aiphone.com

CUSTOM STEEL & 
BRONZE WINDOWS
Hope’s Windows, Inc. is the leading 
and most experienced manufacturer 
of custom, solid hot-rolled steel and 
solid bronze windows and doors 
in the United States. Unmatched 
strength, quality craftsmanship, 
sustainability, and advanced 
finishing systems ensure that Hope’s 
steel windows and doors last for 
a century or longer with minimal 
maintenance.

www.hopeswindows.com

PHOTO BY IMG_INK

SPORTS ART FITNESS
SportsArt’s innovative energy-
generating ECO-POWRTM line of 
cardio equipment is the first in 
the world of fitness to turn human 
energy into usable electricity.  
Using a standard outlet, every 
workout captures up to 74% of the 
energy generated and immediately 
feeds it back into the grid,  
offsetting electricity consumption 
and inspiring performance for our  
shared world..

www.gosportsart.com

2021 DEAN’S LIST AWARD
2021 Dean’s List Award Winners

LEAF & LAWN 
VACUUMS  
Hitch a DR up to your riding (or 
ZTR) mower and collect acres 
of leaves while you mow! High-
capacity collectors (up to 321 
gallons) unload with just one hand, 
and they fold flat for compact 
storage. Rated #1 in vacuum 
power!

www.DRpower.com/leafvac

LTE RADIO 
SOLUTIONS
Communicate far and wide with LTE-
CONNECT, Icom’s LTE radio solution. 
Using 4G and 3G networks, both the 
IP501H handheld and IP501M mobile 
allows for instantaneous push-to-
talk communications throughout 
North America. The IP501’s are LTE 
radios, which provides telephone 
style conversations, packed with 
conventional two-way radio features.

www.icomlte.com
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Tulane Researchers Design Nanotechnology Blood Test to Find Hidden COVID-19 Infections

by Keith Brannon

Nasal swab PCR tests are the gold standard for 
diagnosing COVID-19, but sometimes these tests 
miss cases when patients are swabbed later in the 
course of their infection as viral levels decline 
in the upper respiratory tract yet remain in the 
lungs, gut, or other parts of the body.

Tulane University researchers have developed a 
new type of blood test to find these hidden infec-
tions using nanoparticles to detect fragments of 
the virus released by infected cells anywhere 
in the body. Because the test uses a screening 
target that remains stable in the blood, it can 
detect COVID-19 weeks after initial infection, 
according to a new study published in the 
journal Nature Nanotechnology.

The test analyzes small lipid-enclosed bubbles 
of cell material called extracellular vesicles 
(EVs). These vesicles accumulate in the blood 
and protect their contents from being destroyed 
by enzymes. Cells infected by SARS-CoV-2 
secrete EVs that contain RNA from the virus. 
Researchers captured these EVs using an antibody 
and then fused them with synthetic lipid vesicles 
loaded with a testing reagent. The blood test uses 
reverse transcription PCR to amplify the RNA 
target region and CRISPR to amplify the signal 
produced by this target to detect an infection. 

“We believe the major utility of our approach 
is its ability to detect plasma EV-derived 
SARS-CoV-2 RNA as an early and durable sign of 
systemic infection,” said lead study author Tony 
Hu, PhD, Weatherhead Presidential Chair in 
Biotechnology Innovation at Tulane University 
School of Medicine.

Hu’s lab team compared the new test with 
standard nasal swab PCR tests in controlled 
infection models using non-human primates. 

Viral levels in the upper respiratory tract caught 
by nasal PCR tests tended to peak between days 
one and thirteen post-infection and decreased 
rapidly after peak expression. The blood test 
found lower extracellular vesicle viral RNA levels 
early in infection, but these consistently increased 
after day six and remained stable a month after 
infection.

The EV test was able to detect SARS-COV-2 
RNA in blood samples from hospitalized adults 
who had one or more negative nasal swab tests but 
who were ultimately diagnosed with COVID-19. 
It also detected positive results in children who 
had multiple negative nasal swab PCR test results 
or a single positive test followed by multiple 
negative results.

The technology could give doctors a secondary 
screening tool for suspected COVID-19 cases that 
are negative via traditional PCR testing, Hu said.

“It may be particularly valuable for individuals 
with long-term evidence of infection where 
transient upper respiratory tract PCR results 
may not reflect virus levels circulating elsewhere 
in the body,” Hu said. “This includes individuals 
with compromised immune systems, such 
as transplant recipients and others receiving 
immunosuppressive therapies. It may also be 
relevant during organ donation to reduce the 
risk of virus transfer.”

The study was co-authored by Bo Ning, Zhen 
Huang, Brady M. Youngquist, John W. Scott, 
Alex Niu, Christine M. Bojanowski, Kevin J. 
Zwezdaryk, Nakhle S. Saba, Jia Fan, Xiao-Ming 
Yin, Christopher J. Lyon, and Chen-zhong Li 
of Tulane University School of Medicine; Chad 
Roy of the Tulane National Primate Research 
Center and Jing Cao of the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center.

Tony Hu, PhD, Weatherhead Presidential Chair in Biotechnology Innovation.
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by Aaliyah Butler

Howard University Center of Career and 
Professional Success has partnered with Raising 
A Village Foundation for the upcoming school 
year in a collective effort to increase participation 
in student mentoring and tutoring.

The Center of Career and Professional 
Success provides career services through experi-
ential learning and campus employment. As 
part of this federal work-study partnership, 
Howard University students will be afforded 
the opportunity to work with the Raising A 
Village Foundation’s Driven 2 Succeed program 
as Driven Student Guides and mentors. This 
experience gives them direct access to empower 

young scholars in D.C.’s underserved commu-
nities. Raising A Village’s goal for the school 
year is to ensure more than 1,000 District of 
Columbia Public Schools students receive quality, 
high-impact tutoring.

“Distance learning has significantly affected 
learning outcomes for so many students from 
underrepresented communities in the education 
system," said Melissa Knight, interm director 
of the Howard University Center of Career 
and Professional Success. "We are excited that 
our federal work-study program will help bring 
these students back on track with their educa-
tional goals.”

This Fall, Raising A Village will facilitate an 
in-person tutoring model that has expanded to 

twelve sites across Washington, D.C. Howard 
University federal work-study students have the 
opportunity to make an impact by serving as 
guides and increasing access to academic inter-
ventions for D.C. Public School students. 

“As an HBCU alumna, the opportunity 
to partner with other HBCUs like Howard 
University brings me joy because we can give 
students the ability to use their experiences 
and education to become difference-makers 
in children and families’ lives every day,” said 
Raising A Village Founder & CEO Jaleesa Hall. 

Vielka Vasquez, a sophomore psychology 
major, said she’s learned that adults can really 
impact the lives of a child and the importance 
for uplifting children.

Howard University Students and Raising A Village Foundation Work to Close DC’s Learning Gap
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The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation 
and Columbia University have announced the 
creation of the Knight First Amendment Institute 
at Columbia University. The $60 million effort 
will seek to preserve and expand First Amendment 
rights in the digital age through research and 
education and by supporting litigation in favor 
of protecting freedom of expression and the press.

News organizations have a long history of 
championing First Amendment rights, helping 
to shape and clarify laws on privacy, information 
access, libel, and press freedom. In the past decade, 
however, economic pressures on traditional news 
companies have put a strain on their capacity to 
fight for these rights. Filling this critical void, the 
institute will be a primary, durable, and influential 
advocate of free expression in the digital age.

“The First Amendment is not self-executing; 
only people can make it what it has become, 
through our attitudes, actions and, more 
pointedly, through the courts,” said Lee C. 
Bollinger, president of Columbia University. “In 
the past, news organizations pursued and won 
key court cases defining free expression. But such 
cases can be enormously expensive and many 
media—both established and new—are increas-
ingly hard-pressed in the current economic 
environment to support First Amendment legal 
action. While the digital age has opened up new 
opportunities for accountability journalism, we 
need to fill the void and continue to champion 
free expression through litigation, research, and 
education.”

A recent Knight Foundation poll of leading 
newsroom editors revealed that they believe the 
news industry is less able to pursue legal cases 
around free speech and freedom of the press 
issues than it was ten years ago, with most also 
agreeing that First Amendment law has not kept 
pace with new digital-age demands.

“The basic freedoms we take for granted 
under the First Amendment are hardly settled,” 
said Alberto Ibargüen, president of Knight 
Foundation. “As the internet becomes even more 
integral to our lives, we face significant questions 
about the evolution of our rights. Threats to free 
speech are on the rise, and our hope is that the 
Institute will not just protect but help reinvig-
orate First Amendment principles for future 
generations.”

Knight Foundation and Columbia University 
will contribute $5 million each in operating 

funds and $25 million each in endowment 
funds to the institute, an independent 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization. It will be affiliated 
with Columbia, benefitting from the University’s 
top-tier law school, journalism school, and other 
relevant academic fields. President Bollinger 
is a noted First Amendment scholar who has 
made freedom of expression and the future of 
journalism core priorities in Columbia’s academic 
and civic mission.

In recent years the University has, for 
example, launched Columbia Global Freedom of 
Expression to support and promote international 
legal norms protecting an independent free press, 
Columbia Global Reports to publish long-form 
journalism on under-reported global issues and, 
at the Columbia Journalism School, the Tow 
Center for Digital Journalism and the Brown 
Institute for Media Innovation in partnership 
with Stanford Engineering to develop and 
teach new methods of 
online and data-driven 
story-telling.

Jameel Jaffer, former 
ACLU deputy legal 
director, will direct the 
Institute.

Over the past two 
dec ade s ,  K n ig ht 
Foundation has invested 
$18 million to help build 
the Columbia Graduate 
School of Journalism. 
The tota l Knight 
Foundation investment 
in the Knight Institute at 
Columbia, $30 million, 
is the largest journalism 
grant in Knight’s history, 
and brings to more 
than $100 million the 
amount the foundation 
has invested in the principles outlined in the 
First Amendment, including support for the 
Newseum, Yale Law School, and organizations 
supporting free press rights both inside and 
outside of the United States.

The Institute launches amid emerging First 
Amendment concerns on such topics as: National 
Security Agency electronic surveillance of 
journalists and news sources; privacy rights on 
digital platforms; the overall freedom of internet 
platforms; use of digital technology in court-
rooms and access to court records; free speech 
on college campuses; the lack of a strong consti-
tutional shield for journalists reporting sensitive 
topics; a crackdown on government employees 
who talk with the media; and government delays 
and refusals in handling FOIA requests.  The 
main activities of the Knight First Amendment 

Institute at Columbia University will be in the 
areas of litigation, research, and education. The 
institute will watch for court cases that offer 
an opportunity to define First Amendment 
law in the digital age, with a goal of achieving 
significant victories, and priority given to cases 
with digital components. Through its research, 
fellowships, publications, lectures, and other 
events, the institute will seek to help the legal 
community, including the nation’s network of 
legal clinics, understand the principles under-
lying the First Amendment and how they apply 
to new technology.

“Digital journalism has created exciting, 
unprecedented opportunities for how we report 
and receive the news. Today’s reporters and news 
outlets have access to innovative platforms, fresh 
perspectives, and a level of immediacy like never 
before. But it is also creating First Amendment 

challenges,” said Jennifer Preston, Knight 
Foundation’s vice president for Journalism. 
“Without sustained advocacy dedicated to 
defending uninhibited expression and a free 
press, we are at risk of experiencing a steady 
erosion of these bedrock freedoms. This is a 
precarious moment for the First Amendment, 
and with this Institute we hope to establish a 
primary, permanent, influential advocate of free 
expression.”

About the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation: Knight Foundation supports 
transformational ideas that promote quality 
journalism, advance media innovation, engage 
communities, and foster the arts. The foundation 
believes that democracy thrives when people and 
communities are informed and engaged. For 
more, visit knightfoundation.org.

Knight Foundation, Columbia 
University Launch First 
Amendment Institute, $60 Million 
Project to Promote Free Expression 
in the Digital Age

Columbia University
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Stanford’s solar future is growing even brighter. A 
new solar generating plant—Stanford’s second—
announced today, will enable the university to use 
100% renewable electricity in three years, more 
than two decades ahead of California’s goal of a 
carbon-free grid by 2045.

Completing the university’s transition to clean 
power, Stanford finalized an agreement to collab-
orate with Recurrent Energy on an 88-megawatt 
solar photovoltaic plant to be constructed in 
central California, near Lemoore. The plant is 
scheduled to go online in late 2021.

Because of advances from the cutting-edge 
Stanford Energy System Innovations (SESI), 
Stanford’s current greenhouse gas emissions already 
are down by 66% from peak levels. The new solar 
plant, to be known as Stanford Solar Generating 
Station #2, is projected to reduce GHG emissions 
even further, to 80% below peak levels—four years 
ahead of the renewable energy goal established in 
the university’s long-range planning process.

The new station will augment the 67-megawatt 
Stanford Solar Generating Station #1 in 
Rosamond, California, which came online in 
2016, and five megawatts of on-campus rooftop 
solar power, which came online in 2017. Together, 
the three installations will produce enough clean 
renewable electricity each year to equal the univer-
sity’s annual electricity consumption.

“As a university, we are pursuing an ambitious 
plan to further reduce our carbon footprint, and 
our second solar plant is a critical new component 
of that plan,” said Stanford President Marc Tessier-
Lavigne. “Sustainability is a major focus for 
Stanford and a priority for our local community. 
Completing our transition to clean power builds 
on the groundbreaking research of Stanford 
faculty and students, and it marks a major advance 
in our efforts to provide a sustainable learning 
environment for our campus.”

Conversion to renewable energy
To increase energy efficiency and use innovative, 
clean and renewable energy on campus, Stanford 
initiated a plan in 2008-09 that includes high- 
efficiency standards for new buildings, continued 
efficiency improvements for existing buildings and 
SESI, an advanced energy-management system 
with thermal energy storage invented by the 
university to heat and cool campus buildings. It 
has updated more than 155 buildings on campus 
and transformed the energy supply from one 
based on fossil fuels to an electrically powered 
heat recovery system.

A smaller SESI installation will provide 
energy for Stanford’s new Redwood City 
campus, scheduled to open in 2019, giving it 
a small carbon footprint and path to becoming 
carbon-free.

Stanford achieved a 50% reduction in its 
greenhouse gas emissions in 2015, when the 
SESI electricity-powered heating and cooling 
plant replaced an aging, gas-fired cogeneration 
plant that had served the university since 1987.

“After we built the new plant, we were able, 
through California’s regulatory process, to secure 
control over all electricity purchases and source 
the kind of electricity we wanted,” said Joseph 
Stagner, Stanford’s executive director of sustain-
ability and energy management. “The university 
leadership promptly said: Let’s go out and make 
that clean power and help reduce our dependence 
on fossil fuels for campus operations.”

When Stanford’s first solar plant went online 
in 2016, the university increased its clean 
electricity portfolio to 65%, up from the state 
minimum of 27%, and has since further reduced 
university greenhouse gas emissions to 66% 
below peak levels.

The university’s long-range plan set a goal 
of an 80% reduction in total campus GHG 
emissions by 2025. But the transformation of 
its electricity supply to entirely clean renewable 
power by 2021 means Stanford will reach its 
goal four years ahead of schedule and decades 
ahead of statewide requirements. California 
enacted legislation earlier this year that requires 
electricity to be 100% carbon-free by 2045.

The campus will not be wired directly to the 
remote installations. Essentially, they will inject 
clean electricity into the state’s power grid, and 
Stanford will be able to withdraw an amount 
equivalent to their production from that grid.

By pursuing direct, long-lasting changes to 
its infrastructure, Stanford avoided the need 
for temporary measures, such as purchasing 
renewable energy and carbon offsets, which give 
credit for renewable resources even if the power 
comes from other sources.

A path to future emissions reductions
As it continues to reduce GHG emissions, the 
university is studying additional innovations, 
including a new lake water heat-exchange 
system that will provide additional clean heat 
supply through SESI, converting the remaining 
outlying campus buildings that currently use 
natural gas for heating to the SESI clean hot 

water supply system, and completing conversion 
of the Marguerite, Stanford’s free community 
shuttle bus fleet, to electricity.

These additional changes would move Stanford 
GHG reduction to 90% when implemented. The 
remaining 10% of GHG emissions comes from 
a number of small laboratories and building 
processes. Stanford will inventory them in 2019 
in order to develop plans for replacing them with 
carbon-free alternatives.

“Stanford’s deliberate and comprehensive 
approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
dovetails with the interdisciplinary research and 
teaching on campus and our commitment to 
being a good neighbor and citizen,” said Robert 
Reidy, vice president for land, buildings and 
real estate.

As part of the university’s new long-range plan, 
a Sustainability Design Team will explore these 
and other innovations for a carbon-free Stanford.

Over the years, the academic programs 
and initiatives in sustainability have achieved 
remarkable breadth, contributing to Stanford’s 
international reputation for solving major 
environmental and energy-related challenges. 
Today, hundreds of laboratories, research centers 
and student organizations at Stanford work to 
solve the most urgent problems facing humanity 
—from food security and clean water to global 
warming and clean energy.

About 225 faculty and staff are engaged in 
energy-related research across the university, 
including at the Precourt Institute for Energy, 
the Woods Institute for the Environment and 
the TomKat Center for Sustainable Energy. The 
Jerry Yang & Akiko Yamazaki Environment and 
Energy Building was built in 2008 to facilitate 
interdisciplinary collaboration.

Accomplishing sustainability goals will require 
continued campus-wide participation. Stanford’s 
My Cardinal Green program provides customized 
recommendations to participating members of 
the campus community that are relevant to their 
lifestyles and offers financial and other incentives.

Details about the programs and accomplish-
ments that make Stanford more environmentally 
responsible can be found in the Sustainability Year 
in Review.

Stanford to go 100 Percent Solar by 2021

A second solar-generating plant, to be built in the next three years, will complete the 
university’s transition to clean power and further shrink campus greenhouse gas emissions.

By Chris Peacock
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• No Power Required

• Automatically Resets after 
System Repair

• Retrofit onto Existing Auxiliary 
Drains
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