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Inspired by the rugged aesthetic of America’s Old West, Open Range offers rustic wood visuals in a hard-
working rubber plank format with enhanced performance, comfort, safety and acoustical benefi ts. Available 
in 12 neutral tones, Open Range never needs to be waxed, retains color, resists indentation and cracking, and 
is quite underfoot. Open Range is made in the USA, Declare Red List Free, and is 105% Carbon Offset (cradle 
to gate). For more information, visit us online at manningtoncommercial.com. 

Open Range™



Facility Manager’s Favorite

ADA Compliant 
Bottle Filler

• High-quality electric water cooler 

• Fastest installation on the market 

• Filtered or un-filtered options 

• Retrofit over existing units

• Intuitive user and maintenance 
interface 

• Multiple configuration options

Learn more at www.hawsco.com/ewc 
or call 1.888.640.4297
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Hello to February, that month when many of us yearn for spring, but winter has other ideas for us!

February is a great month for me because my son was born in it; I am blessed to remember and 
celebrate this event each year. Many of us look at February as the last stronghold of winter and 
wish for it to pass quickly so that spring will arrive. Thankfully, this shortest month of the year 
does bring us closer to the wonder of spring.

Here in Alabama, February always brings some surprises—we can have everything from snow 
to thunderstorms to tornadoes, and that can all be in one week. People almost need to keep an 
extra set of clothes handy in case the weather changes with the hours.

Your campuses experience similar variability. Each of you continually looks at endless possible 
scenarios as you navigate the needs of your campuses. Your diligence shows; many of the people 
who tour the campuses each day know little about the challenges you face and conquer on a 
daily basis. 

Our goal is to provide the information each month that can help you with your various Herculean 
tasks. We have heard you when you talk about the information you need, and we appreciate your 
responses that let us know when we at PUPN are fulfilling this mission. We look forward to 
continuing to hear from you, and we look forward to talking with you about your construction 
projects, updates, and renovations so we can share with our readership community all that each 
of you have learned from your experiences.

Thank you again for helping us serve you and for your dedication to providing the best learning 
and living environment for your students, faculty, and staff as they grow with you.
Be safe, and remember that spring is coming!

Ed Bauer 
Publisher 
Private University Products and News Magazine 
ed@pupnmag.com

Editor's Letter
F E B R UA RY 2 02 3
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Background

Barreto’s focus within the field of Economics 
lies in the History of Economic Thought. As 
he points out, this area—by contrast with 
Economic History—centers on the history 
of ideas driving and explaining economics, 
along with the writings of economic philos-
ophers such as Smith, Keynes, and Marx. 
While some universities in Europe still offer 
this degree, Barreto says that it is no longer 
available in the United States; the attention 
of the field of Economics here has turned to 

“applied math with very advanced technical 
skills.” These changes in the field are exciting; 
Barreto reports that advances in technology 
and computers “allow analyses that weren’t 
possible a generation ago.” Lori S. White, 
DePauw University President, commends 
Barreto’s “deep commitment to his disci-
pline, demonstrated and recognized by his 
academic peers through his scholarship and 
visiting professorship opportunities.” Despite 
the fading of History of Economic Thought 
as a doctoral degree program, Jack Fitzgerald, 
Senior Economics and History Major at 
DePauw, notes that the specialty remains 

important in economic education because 
people “need to think more about theory and 
[consider] what should be.”

Big Changes at DePauw

In contrast to the comparatively slow changes 
in the field of Economics, Barreto says that this 
is a time of “sudden, big changes” at DePauw 
University. The school engaged in an intense 
period of strategic planning initiated by White 
after she became university president in 2020. 
This process, Barreto states, was “different” and 
“more dynamic” than the strategic planning 
processes he had experienced previously. 
Within the new strategic plan, the university 
has decided to add two new schools; these 
changes represent a major re-structuring for 
the university. Building on their established 
basis in Liberal Arts and Sciences, DePauw will 
add a School of Business and Leadership (SBL), 
along with “a new school focused on creativity, 
media arts, music and the performing arts,” as 
the Strategic Plan website states. 

As one of the members of the strategic 
planning team, Barreto says that this move 
recognizes the changes in demand for 

education; the majority of students now 
entering college tend to be more practical 
about their reasons for attaining college 
degrees than previous cohorts have been. 
As Barreto puts it, students right now are 
utilitarian; they want education to trade for 
money; if they are paying tens of thousands 
of dollars for an education, they want to see 
a return.” According to Barreto, the biggest 
majors at DePauw right now are Economics 
and Computer Science—a clear indication 
that a school of business will attract students. 

Barreto has made a three-year commitment 
to co-direct the business school. White 
commends Barreto’s willingness to “contribute 
his expertise to help lead DePauw’s creation of 
our new School of Business and Leadership. As 
a core member of the SBL Advisory team, in 
addition to his disciplinary expertise in the 
field of economics, he is a strong advocate 
for the core liberal arts skills of critical 
thinking and inquiry and the importance of 
integrating the humanities, sciences, and the 
creative arts as part of the study of business 
and leadership.” Michele Villinski, Associate 
Professor of Economics and Management at 

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T

Humberto Barreto, Professor of Economics and Management 

at DePauw University has already established a long, produc-

tive, and admirable career in Economics. He is now taking 

on a new set of exciting challenges as Co-Director of a new 

School of Business and Leadership at DePauw University. 

Embracing Change  
at DePauw University
BY CYNTHIA MWENJA, PhD
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DePauw, looks forward to co-directing the 
SBL with Barreto, noting that he is a “good 
friend and a great colleague.”

With the addition of the new school of 
business, DePauw will add two new majors: 
Finance and Business Analytics; the existing 
Economics and Actuarial Science majors 
will be housed in the business school, as 
well. DePauw is currently in the process of 
conducting an external search for SBL dean; 
Barreto says that the whole endeavor is “very 
fresh” and “still forming.” They are also in 
the process of hiring two new people for the 
business school; Barreto will team teach with 
them this fall to orient them to DePauw and 
help guide them to teach within the liberal 
arts model. Even though the department of 
Economics is moving to the business school, 
Barreto points out that the field does still 

“have a humanities side to it.”

Motivated by Teaching

Barreto appreciates working in the small, 
private liberal arts setting at DePauw 
where teaching is valued. His alignment 
with DePauw’s mission is appreciated; as 

White states, “Dr. Humberto Barreto illus-
trates the qualities we value highly in our 
liberal arts college community.” Further, 
though Barreto has been quite successful in 
pursuing his research agenda—he won the 
Minar Scholarship Award for his research—
Villinski reports that his focus on students 
is what motivates him, not recognition for 
his scholarship. White says that Barreto’s 
commitment to his students is “evidenced 
through his engaging teaching and his 
mentorship of the next generation of econo-
mists and those seeking to apply economic 
principles to their chosen profession.”

Since he arrived at DePauw from rival 
Wabash, Villinski states, Barreto has been a 
staunch defender of keeping the Economics 
major purely dedicated to economics, even 
within a hybrid department. As he partic-
ipated in the strategic planning process, 
however, he had access to high-level 
information that convinced him that the 
addition of the business school would be 
good for DePauw and future students. 
Villinski says that he “became a convert” 
to the plan “because he is driven by what 

PHOTO COURTESY DEPAUW UNIVERSITY 
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C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T  c o n t i n u e d

can be good for the students.” In Villinski’s view, his 
openness to the change has also made him “an aston-
ishingly effective advocate for the new plan.” 

New Courses, Renovations,  
and Bloomberg Terminals

While the field of Economics aligns with Business, it is 
very much a separate field. For the first time since he began 
teaching in 1985, Barreto will need to develop an entirely 
new set of courses. Villinski terms this pivot a “professional 
makeover” for Barreto. One of the courses he is developing 
will be a regression and simulation class; another will be 
a class in business analytics. Barreto says that the content 
of introductory economics classes has been very stable for 
years across institutions of higher education, but these 
introduction to business analytics classes are the exact 
opposite—they can be taught by people specializing in 
several fields, including Economics and Mathematics. 
Though content can vary widely, the goal is to teach 
students methods of data-driven decision making. 

Barreto reports that taking on this new opportunity 
close to the end of his career is “a real challenge” that 
is “intellectually really exciting.” He’s looking forward 

continued on next page
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to translating what he knows to a new setting. Additionally, he’s 
carefully considering how to frame and present the introductory 
courses so that they can simultaneously act as gateways to the 
majors but also be attractive to non-majors. Teaching these 
different constituencies can be tricky, he admits. According 
to Villinski, though, addressing these challenges fits Barreto’s 
general approach; she states that he is always “asking questions 
and learning new things” and has a great deal of “intellectual 
curiosity.” Villinski says that Barreto’s change in focus shows that 
people can learn new things at any point in their careers; it also 
shows that getting senior faculty members involved as agents of 
change can be an effective move for an institution. 

One floor of their current building is being renovated to form 
the hub of the SBL. One of the biggest aspects of the renovation 
will be the installation of twelve Bloomberg terminals. According 
to Investopedia, “A Bloomberg terminal is a computer system 
that allows investors to access the Bloomberg data service, which 
provides real-time global financial data, news feeds, and messages.” 
Villinski reports that a classroom will house one of the terminals, 
with the remaining ones in a lab across the hall. Barreto will be 
using them in his fall classes, and there is already interest across 
campus in taking advantage of the opportunity they will provide. 

Student Project
Barreto’s student Fitzgerald is taking on a senior thesis that demon-
strates how various interests within the field of Economics can 
apply to real-world settings. Fitzgerald, a DePauw baseball player, 
became interested in whether players might be able to “game the 
system” in major league baseball’s 2022 collective bargaining 
agreement. Fitzgerald is limiting his research to hitters, who are 
paid according to their wins above replacement (WAR) statistic. 
This complex statistic determines players’ worth by comparing 
each player’s hits, averaged over the season, to the other players 
in the league. Fitzgerald’s project considers whether employers 
should depend on a single statistic—even a complex one with 
many inputs, like WAR, to determine compensation. He also 
looks at whether players can game the system by trying to get 
fewer of one type of hit and more of another. 

C O L U M N :  S P O T L I G H T  c o n t i n u e d

continued on next page
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This project, supervised by Barreto, draws 
from micro-economics, labor economics, 
and economic theory, and Fitzgerald hopes 
to gain insights into how effective and 
ethical this collective bargaining agreement 
is. The project came about because the two 
had discussed the agreement in class, and 
Barreto later emailed Fitzgerald asking for 
more explanation. Fitzgerald says that he 
has “always been into baseball and statistics,” 
and this project can provide him with an 
excellent sample of his work as he prepares to 
graduate and secure employment. With this 
thesis, Fitzgerald hopes to find employment 
in operations for a major league team, and he 
knows that his insights as both a player and an 
economist will be valuable in such a position. 

One of the many things that Fitzgerald 
appreciates about Barreto is that he uses stats 
in his class and expects his students to become 
proficient in Excel, so that they “acquire hard 
skills on top of the discussion-based” experi-
ences in his classes. So, while Fitzgerald 
definitely values the theory he has learned from 
Barreto, he wishes that more professors would 
emulate him by implementing more hard skills 
such as Excel and coding in their classes. 

Time of Transition
In thinking through the elements of his career 
that have both led to his success and prepared 
him to take on such a big, new undertaking 
at this time, Barreto reflects that his multiple 
opportunities for sabbatical have been a 
wonderful part of his experiences; as he states, 
sabbaticals allow professors to “re-charge, 
and they give a chance to think new things.” 
These opportunities may also have prepared 
him to be comfortable creating and taking 
part in the new environment of the SBL. As 
DePauw is moving forward with the plans for 
expansion, Barreto has noticed that colleagues 
have voiced strong feelings, positive and 
negative, about the process and prospects; 
as he puts it, “Transitions are tough.” This 
transition, however, will position DePauw to 
be ready for the upcoming challenges facing 
higher education—and Barreto is a vital part 
of leading the charge.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Dr. Cynthia Mwenja 

teaches Composition and Rhetoric at the 

University of Montevallo.
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Wood is a hygroscopic material which can 
absorb or lose moisture. Moisture problems 
such as cupping, crowning, cracking, or 
buckling occur when the moisture content in 
the floor planks changes. Wood only changes 
its dimensions due to changes in moisture. 
Additionally, even if small changes happen, 
they are multiplied by the number of floor 
planks laying side by side across the floor. 

When wood floors are installed properly 
under “wood-friendly” conditions, the 
installer should have taken measurements of 
the moisture in the wood floor and should 
have recorded the ambient conditions in 

the gymnasium at the time the installation 
is finished. The measurements should fall 
into a moisture range for the floor planks of 
6-9% and ambient conditions of 35-50% to 
be considered perfect. 

If the conditions and the relationship 
between moisture and humidity remain the 
same, the wood floor will also not change; 
it will not warp, not cup, or start “working 
on its own.” In addition, the humidity range 
of 35-50%, which keeps the floor safe, also 
creates a comfortable climate for the people 
moving, running, jumping, and exercising in 
the gym. Equilibrium moisture content and 

the corresponding relative humidity can be 
found on the Internet by searching “EMC 
calculator.” 

Ambient Conditions

Changes in wood moisture content are caused 
by changes in ambient conditions in close 
proximity to the floor planks. The ambient 
conditions inside the gym are affected by air 
from the outside entering the gym through 
open doors or by infiltration through walls, 
ceilings, or subfloors. One more issue could 
be the foundation, if it is allowing moisture 
to be absorbed through a failing moisture 
barrier. Since the influences from outside 
weather conditions are uncontrollable, most 
gymnasiums have an HVAC system installed 
to regulate the inside air within the permis-
sible parameters. In case no HVAC system 
is installed—or the HVAC system fails or is 
turned off—over time, the floor planks will 

Keeping Wood Floors Beautiful for Years
BY GRETE HEIMERDINGER

P L A N N I N G  & 
C O N S T R U C T I O N

Wood floors in gymnasiums have proven to provide unmatched surfaces for 

sports activities, from gymnastics to basketball. If taken care of properly, wood 

floors should last for many, many years. Many factors, however, can affect 

wood floors. 
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absorb or loose moisture if exposed to high or low relative humidity. 
Low humidity—below 35% —is normally caused by outside cold 

and dry air in the northern parts of the US or by high desert climate 
in places like Denver. If the floor is exposed to low humidity for an 
extended period of time, the planks will split or show gaps. These 
defects are permanent and irreversible; the structure of the planks 
is destroyed. 

High humidity—above 50%—is normally also caused by outside 
air during moist summer months or by infiltration of moisture 
through improperly sealed walls, ceilings, sub floors, or the concrete 
foundation. If the floor is exposed to high humidity for an extended 
period of time, the planks will cup, crown, or buckle. Minor changes 
within the floor can be reversed by getting back to the original 
moisture content. However, when the structure of the floor planks is 
compromised, the damage is permanent.

Considering the price of wood floors, it is a worthwhile task to 
protect the floor’s integrity. Clearly, changes in moisture content have 
to be prevented or at least limited to small amounts to protect the 
floor. Detecting changes early allows maintenance personnel to take 
steps to avoid permanent damage to the floor.

Several tools are recommended for periodically checking the floor 
and the air surrounding the floors to be alerted early enough to prevent 
irreversible damage to the floor planks. 

continued on next page
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DUAL PURPOSE X TWO

SAFETY &  
PERFORMANCE 

Bradley’s new combined faucet and Halo® 

eyewash is a space saver for any laboratory 

environment. Use the faucet for everyday 

washing and activate the built in eyewash 

when needed. Combine with the new duo 

Navigator® Thermostatic Mixing Valve that 

delivers tempered water to the faucet and tepid 

water to the Halo eyewash in an emergency. 

Emergency safety solutions brought to life.

VISIT BRADLEYCORP.COM/INDUSTRIAL

Moisture Meters
At the time of installation, the moisture content should be 
within the range of 6-9%. For drier climates, the value should 
be close to 6%, for wetter climates, close to 9%. Additionally, 
the flooring material should have a period of acclimation to 
local climate conditions before installation After installation, 
maintenance crews must make sure that the wood floor is not 
suffering any damage from absorbing or losing moisture. By 
taking periodic measurements in the same locations, the mainte-
nance crew will accumulate a number of measurements which 
will indicate if problem areas are developing, hopefully early 
enough to prevent damage to the floor. If the measurements 
are always taken in the same locations, changes in moisture 
will become apparent when readings from previous measuring 
cycles are compared. The dual-depth meters from Lignomat 
pinpoint the moisture conditions in the floor planks even better 
than single-depth meters. The meter takes measurements at 
two depth levels: close to the surface and deeper down in the 
same location. These measurements show changes within the 
floor planks between the wear layer and the core of the planks.

Thermo-Hygrometers
Hand-held thermo-hygrometers allow the maintenance crew 
to keep an eye on ambient conditions in the gym, independent 
of other instrumentation available. These tools measure the 
ambient conditions at the location where the moisture measure-
ments are taken and can indicate a source of potential moisture 
problems in specific locations. 

Combination Moisture Meter  
and Thermo-Hygrometers
The best tools to use is a combination meter, which measures 
both relative humidity and wood moisture. Users can easily 
switch from moisture meter to thermo-hygrometer. These tools 
make it easy to measure relative humidity and moisture content 
at the same location.

Data Logger and Moisture Content Tracker
The data logger records moisture content and relative humidity 
simultaneously. Each set of measurements consists of three 
moisture content readings and one relative humidity reading. 
Using this tool is the easiest way to record the moisture in the 
floor and the relative humidity and review the records remotely.

Whichever measuring tools are chosen, the goal is to keep 
the floor in stable condition for many years of usage and to be 
alerted before conditions damage the wood floor irreversibly.

C O L U M N :  P L A N N I N G  &  C O N S T R U C T I O N  c o n t i n u e d

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Grete Heimerdinger is the technical 

adviser for the moisture meter division for Lignomat.  She 

graduated from the technical university in Stuttgart and 

started Lignomat with her husband in 1982. Several generations of 

moisture meters have been developed with her technical assistance. 

Lignomat now offers a full line of pin, pinless, and RH meters as well 

as wireless monitoring devices for buildings.
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Features such as active learning classrooms 
extend the site’s benefits to additional areas of 
study, including those that have traditionally 
relied on a lecture-based approach.

Capital University’s liberal arts traditions 
and professional studies are captured in this 
innovative, technology-rich space. Designed 
to complement existing architecture on the 
Bexley campus, the CMC is an open-concept, 

collegiate Gothic-style structure designed to 
spark collaboration and interaction. Facing 
outward along College Avenue with three 
distinctive levels, this space will enhance 
opportunities for interdisciplinary work, with 
engaging classrooms, state-of-the-art media 
labs, and numerous common gathering spots 
where students and faculty will interact.

The lower level features a professional 

recording studio and digital art and design 
laboratories—spaces where creativity and 
technical proficiencies combine. From audio 
and media production to live sound, video 
production and multimedia and web devel-
opment, there’s no limit to what students can 
accomplish in the space.

Skills-building space, where active learning 
is the focus, is a principal element of the 
CMC. Students will have easy access to 
industry-standard equipment, in laboratories 
created specifically for audio recording and 
mixing, video and film editing, visual and 
print media production, and digital design.

The first floor is designated for those inter-
ested in careers in video production, media, 
and the creative industries — radio, television, 
film, the visual, technical and performing 

Learning Better, Together:  
Capital University's Convergent Media Center
ADAPTED WITH PERMISSION FROM CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

O N - C A M P U S

Taking a deliberate step into the future of higher education, Capital University’s 

Convergent Media Center (CMC) is a collaborative environment for faculty and 

students from current areas of study—ranging from communication and music 

to electronic media, film, creative writing, and more—to organically mingle and 

positively impact one another.
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arts. A professional television studio and radio station anchor the first-floor 
space. A large classroom that doubles as performance space and student collab-
oration space rounds out the main level.

In addition to active-learning classrooms and common spaces, the first 
floor will house studios for WXCU, Capital’s student-run radio station; a 
work room, control room and TV studio for CapTV; event space for student 
publications such as The Chimes, ReCap, and Epistimi; and a unified student-
media work group space.

Faculty offices, small conference rooms, and seminar classrooms comprise the 
second floor. These spaces all encourage student-faculty interaction and foster 
the close mentoring relationships that define the Capital student experience.

The CMC pushes students beyond their comfort zones in collaborative, 
cross-disciplinary learning, and also convenes professors in a new creative, 
technology-rich space to work alongside colleagues with whom they would 
not normally interact on a daily basis. Adjacency leads to innovative ideas and 
intersections where powerful learning and discovery happen through student-
faculty consultation, mentorship, and professional expertise. The people who 
learn and work in the CMC will discover, create, and solve problems together.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Capital University is a private four-year undergraduate 

institution and graduate school located in the capital city of Columbus, Ohio. At 

Capital, we transform lives through higher education with an immersive, high-impact 

and convergent approach to teaching and learning. www.capital.edu

“Educating future leaders in our  

rapid-fire, multimedia, constantly- 

connected world is reliant on conver-

gence. The Convergent Media Center 

is representative of Capital’s commit-

ment to learning at the intersections 

of emergent social challenges and 

opportunities, in collaboration with 

professional experts in Columbus, 

and grounded in a commitment to 

bettering the fabric of our humanity.”   

– PRESIDENT BETH PAUL
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When the design team for a new busi-
ness school building at the University 
of Southern California was deciding 
on what type of windows and doors to 
install, they took a tour of USC School of 
Cinematic Arts campus.

Completed in 2014, the Cinematic 
Arts School is a four-acre complex of 
six buildings that features about 200 
Hope’s Jamestown175™ Series solid hot-
rolled steel windows.

The tour proved pivotal, convincing the 
design team to abandon its brief flirta-
tion with aluminum and instead choose 
Hope’s steel windows.

As a result, Hope’s hot-rolled solid steel 
windows and doors were installed in the 
new Jill and Frank Fertitta Hall, the un-
dergraduate facility of the USC Marshall 
School of Business.

The five-story, 104,000 square foot 
building features Hope’s Jamestown175™ 
Series fixed and casement windows and 
Hope’s 5000 Series™ swing doors and 
offset pivot doors with transoms and 
sidelights.

The Fertitta Hall project required a large 
amount of custom shaping for Gothic 
architectural style arched windows. 
Eight of the fixed windows spanned 6’ 
wide by 40’ tall sweeping into an artful 
pointed apex.

True divided lite muntins were specially 
engineered and manufactured to meet 
structural requirements for the complex 
intersecting arches at such a grand 
scale. Hope’s fully welded construction 
unites the framing and muntins to be-
come one seamless piece of steel.

Hope’s solid hot-rolled steel can sustain 
the load requirements of such large 
windows and achieve the exact aesthet-
ics desired. In comparison, aluminum 
would have been bulky, made of more 
parts, mechanically held together and 
have visible seams, greatly changing the 
aesthetics.

“The Hope’s windows fit best with the 
Collegiate Gothic style that USC now 
wants for its campus,” says Alex Maffei 
of Hathaway Dinwiddie Construction 
Company of Los Angeles.

C A S E  S T U D Y

USC AGAIN TURNS TO HOPE’S®
M A R S H A L L  S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S  F E R T I T T A  H A L L

“Everyone is quite impressed with the quality of crafts-
manship Hope’s achieved for the unique and demanding 
requirements of this project.”  
—Alex Maffei Hathaway Dinwiddie, Los Angeles



C A S E  S T U D Y

Hope’s windows and doors help archi-
tects achieve even the most technically 
challenging design visions with unlimit-
ed shapes and sizes. Hope’s advanced 
coating process ensures that all Hope’s 
steel windows and doors last longer 
than any other available, even under the 
most extreme environmental conditions.

“Everyone is quite impressed with the 
quality of craftsmanship Hope’s achieved 
for the unique and demanding require-
ments of this project,” Maffei says. 

Designed to achieve LEED Gold certi-
fication, Fertitta Hall features 21 class-
rooms, two lecture halls, 50 breakout 
rooms, an outdoor courtyard, and 
advanced technology. The building is lo-
cated at Figueroa Street and Exposition 
Drive, close to the main entrance of USC.

The architectural firm, AC Martin, Los 
Angeles, says, “The design of Fertitta 
Hall reinforces the mission of USC of 
educating, recruiting and retaining the 
best and the brightest entrepreneurs 
and business leaders.” The new hall 
is named after philanthropists Jill and 
Frank Fertitta. Frank is a USC Marshall 
School alumnus and is the chairman 
and CEO of Fertitta Entertainment and 
Station Casinos, both based in Nevada.

Hope’s Windows, Inc. is the nation’s 
leading and most experienced man-
ufacturer of custom designed, sol-
id hot-rolled steel and solid bronze 
window and door systems, specializing 
in historic preservation, cultural, institu-
tional, commercial and luxury residential 
applications. In addition to USC, Hope’s 
windows and doors can be found on 
numerous prestigious campuses across 
the United States.

Architect: AC Martin Partners, Inc., Los Angeles, CA
Contractor: Hathaway Dinwiddie Construction Company, Los Angeles, CA
Windows: Jamestown175™ Series steel windows
Doors: 5000 Series™ swing doors and 5000 Series™ offset pivot doorsPHOTOS BY RANDY HOWARD AND TOM BONNER PHOTOGRAPHY

HOPE’S WINDOWS, INC.
84 Hopkins Avenue, P.O. Box 580
Jamestown, NY 14702-0580
(716) 665-5124     HopesWindows.com





Crime on campus continues to be a major concern 

for colleges and universities. According to a report 

by the National Center for Education Statistics, 

burglary and sexual assaults account for the 

majority of crimes reported against college-age 

people. To address these issues, colleges and 

universities have made considerable investments 

to fortify on-campus security over the past decade.

BY BRAD KAMCHEFF

IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Security 
Layers



F E AT U R E :  L AY E R S  O F  S E C U R I T Y  continued

Such investments have included installing 
surveillance systems that can monitor outdoor 
common areas and parking lots, replacing 
dormitory keys with keycards, and imple-
menting campus-wide access control systems 
that can be used to manage building access 
for faculty and students. 

As campus security continues to improve, 
so does the diversification of the types of 
security solutions implemented, integrated, 
and leveraged with existing systems. Intercom 
systems, which can be seamlessly integrated 
with both surveillance and access control, 
are a must-have solution as part of a compre-
hensive campus security program. 

Dormitory Use 

Perhaps the biggest change with security 
technology being used on college campuses 
is taking place within college dormitories, 
where traditional locks and keysets are being 
replaced with electronic locks and all-in-one 
keycards that can be used to enter a student’s 

dorm room. The same keycard can also allow 
access to eat in the campus dining hall and 
check out a book in the library. 

While dormitory access has become more 
secure over the past decade, one thing that 
hasn’t changed is the need for students or 
visitors to have secure and reliable methods 
of communicating with the front desk staff at 
a residence hall. Now, because of additional 
security measures, many residence hall doors 
remain locked around the clock, but this lack 
of access can make it difficult for visitors to 
interact with anyone in the building unless 
the front desk is fully staffed. 

An IP intercom station can be placed 
on the exterior of a dormitory or within a 
vestibule area to ensure that visitors have a 
way to contact the resident assistant on duty 
or someone in the security office should they 
need to request access into the building. For 
students, the added benefit of an intercom 
system outside the dormitory is the ability to 
easily reach campus support staff should they 

arrive at their residence hall and find their 
keycard is missing or not functional. 

A two-way video and audio intercom 
system also provides an additional layer of 
security for staff, by providing visual verifi-
cation of visitors. Video intercoms can enable 
staff to not only talk to someone who wants 
to enter but also clearly see the person when 
the system includes an integrated IP video 
camera. Dormitory staff can use a two-way 
video intercom system to confirm a person’s 
identity, whether the person is a food delivery 
driver or an individual whose access to a 
particular building has been restricted. These 
visual interactions can help staff members to 
quickly determine if the person is who they 
say they are or to check identification creden-
tials using the video camera. 

If someone is not permitted on property, 
resident hall staff can alert the proper 
on-campus authorities. Security is maintained 
while campus authorities are summoned to 
address the issue. 

continued on next page
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continued on next page

F E AT U R E :  L AY E R S  O F  S E C U R I T Y  continued

Mobile apps, when paired with IP intercom systems, 
provide increased flexibility for security directors or 
officers on educational campuses. For example, if a 
campus is not able to staff the lobby of a building or 
a dormitory, access can be remotely managed from a 
mobile device. Such apps enable security personnel 
to access video feeds and directly communicate with 
the student or staff member requesting access to a 
building. Remote oversight is also an efficient and 
safe way to manage campus deliveries. 

Securing Parking Lots and Outdoor Spaces 

Security in parking lots on college and university 
campuses often presents one of the biggest challenges 
for campus security because parking facilities are 
often large and located quite a distance away from 
traditional educational buildings on campus.    

Emergency parking towers, equipped with 
intercom systems, can be strategically placed 
throughout parking lots and garages, providing an 
additional layer of security, especially for emergency 
situations. For example, if a student does not feel safe 
walking to their vehicle after a class late at night, an PHOTO COURTESY AIPHONE
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emergency parking tower can be quickly used to directly speak 
with on campus security staff or to request an escort. Including a 
video intercom allows security staff to see the student requesting 
assistance. Such visual contact can provide critical identification 
when staff arrive on-site.

Because these towers are tall and equipped with light beacons 
on top, they are easy to locate, even at night. Additionally, 
these well-lit towers can act as crime deterrents by presenting 
a secured and monitored environment to would-be criminals. 
Since emergency towers are hardwired, each tower provides a 
secure and highly reliable method of communication, even in 
areas where cell phone coverage may be spotty.   

Many parking garages are also maze-like structures, which 
can make it difficult for a person to clearly communicate their 
specific location. The tower’s specific location is shared with 
security personnel when the emergency communication button 
is pushed. This information helps to ensure that responders are 
dispatched to the correct location.  

Having video intercom systems located inside a parking 
garage allows security officers to clearly hear and speak with 
the individual who is calling about an emergency. An optional 
overhead camera can provide a birds-eye view of the area around 
the person in distress as compared to the identifying view of the 
intercom.  

Enhancing Communication in Lecture Halls 
College and university teaching staff must have access to security 
tools to easily communicate with the appropriate people in the 
event of an emergency. Intercom systems in classrooms and lecture 
halls enable professors to reliably call for help without having to 
worry about poor cellular phone signals. The panic button on the 
intercom station in the room can be pre-programmed to contact 
on-campus security if a student or teacher experiences a medical 
issue or if a person in class becomes disruptive. 

F E AT U R E :  L AY E R S  O F  S E C U R I T Y  continued

Many intercoms come equipped with paging 

capabilities. This ability means that an intercom 

station can be used to provide direct communi- 

cation into lecture halls if an emergency 

unfolds  on campus, such as a major weather 

event or an active shooter incident.  Prepro-

grammed messages can be recorded to give 

students and staff directions on what to do 

next, such as to shelter in place, move to  

a more secure location, or to evacuate the 

premises immediately. 

continued on next page
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F E AT U R E :  L AY E R S  O F  S E C U R I T Y  continued

Many intercoms also come equipped with 
paging capabilities. This ability means that 
an intercom station can be used to provide 
direct communication into lecture halls if 
an emergency unfolds on campus, such as 
a major weather event or an active shooter 
incident. Preprogrammed messages can be 
recorded to give students and staff directions 
on what to do next, such as to shelter in place, 
move to a more secure location, or to evacuate 
the premises immediately. These messages can 
also be set to be repeated every few minutes, 
ensuring the message is heard and that everyone 
within an educational building on campus 
receives the same consistent information.  

Beyond emergency situations, intercom 
systems can also prove particularly helpful 
by providing a direct line of communication 
between the classroom and the technical 
support office. Such direct contact can 
make it easier for professors to request 
immediate assistance to address technical 
issues, such as a connectivity issue with the 
classroom projector. 

Intercom systems help enhance security, 
manage building access, and provide a 
valuable means of communication in 
the event of an emergency. The reality is 
that educational institutions are prone 
to unexpected events. The addition of 
intercoms and emergency towers will 
strengthen the efficacy of any compre-
hensive security system and can help 
protect students, faculty, and visitors during 
emergencies.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Brad 

Kamcheff has been with Aiphone 

over thirty years. He uses innovative 

methods to promote and inform industry 

peers about Aiphone’s vast intercom 

portfolio, award-winning quality processes, 

and unparalleled customer service teams. 

Long-time experience has helped shape his 

view of the security industry and become 

knowledgeable of its trends.PHOTO COURTESY AIPHONE
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WORKING WITH



Following the destruction of the Commons 

Chamber during WWII, British political leaders 

debated the question of rebuilding. At the heart 

of the debate was either to adopt a semi-cir-

cular or horseshoe design favored by some 

legislative assemblies or to retain the Common’s 

original rectangular interior. Winston Churchill 

insisted that the shape of the old Chamber was 

emblematic of the two-party system that remains 

the essence of British parliamentary democracy. 

As Churchill put it, “We shape our buildings and 

afterwards our buildings shape us.”

ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS
WORKING WITH

TO MA XIMIZE THE CAMPUS EXPERIENCE

BY DAVID VINSON, PHD



F E AT U R E :  W O R K I N G  W I T H  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  F I R M S  continued

Churchill offers a valuable lesson—the idea 
that the buildings we inhabit shape us, and 
that we have a say in how design reflects our 
needs and core values. In terms of higher 
education, architectural design has the 
potential to be both symbolic and practical. 
It can signal not only institutional values but 
also impact our levels of comfort and mood, 
as well as how we socialize, work, collaborate, 
and learn. As the needs of students, faculty, 
and staff continue to evolve, so, too, does the 
demand for selecting architectural firms that 
can translate the symbolic and practical needs 
of each campus into material, lived reality.

Researchable Benefits

Thanks to many modern psychological studies, 
we have a greater scientific understanding 
of the types of environments that campus-
based communities prefer. Select studies have 
attempted to measure participants’ physio-
logical responses with smartphone apps 
that ask them about their emotional states 

throughout the day. In some cases, research 
methods even include EEG headsets that 
measure brain activity relating to mood, 
stress, and state of mind. These studies show 
a direct relationship between campus archi-
tecture and the mood and well-being of those 
who frequent campus grounds. Researchers 
have also determined that specialized cells 
in the hippocampal region of our brains are 
attuned to the geometry and arrangement 
of the spaces we inhabit. Perhaps the most 
crucial takeaway is that one’s psychology is 
altered by environment. When the campus 
environment is improved, the outlook of 
those who spend the majority of their time 
on campus is also improved.

How Architects Approach 
Campus Design

A thoughtfully designed campus is a powerful 
tool for both recruitment and retention tool 
for students, faculty, and staff. Our campuses 
should make us feel at home. They should be 

navigable, safe, and aesthetically appealing 
in every space—landscaping, interiors, and 
exterior architectural design. Moreover, 
when architects design campuses with an 
institution’s core values in mind, the campus 
community feels more connected to the 
university culture. Students look forward to 
going to class each day; this arena may be 
where effective university campus design is 
most impactful. One major difference that 
sets universities apart from other higher 
education institutions such as community 
colleges or vocational schools is that many 
students, particularly first-year students, live 
on campus. Architects, as they plan campus 
design, are compelled to consider details that 
full-time, live-in students value. Students 
want variety in function and design, as well 
as spaces that are amenable to productivity, 
fun, and community-building. Architectural 
planning and execution are central to each of 
these wants and needs. Further, studies show 
that when students form close friendships, 

continued on next page
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they are far less likely to drop out or transfer to 
another institution. Correlations have also been 
demonstrated between student happiness and 
improved academic performance.

Socially-centered campus design can positively 
impact students who live off-campus and commute 
to class, as well. More spaces made available for 
students to connect with their peers or to relax 
outside of class makes staying on campus all day 
all the more likely. To address student needs, archi-

tectural firms work to make spaces warmer, more 
inclusive, and more functional. These spaces most 
often include classrooms, dining halls, outdoor 
spaces, recreation rooms, and student housing. 
Campus design, when oriented in a way that prior-
itizes the needs of students, makes a lasting impact 
on students’ social and intellectual development. 
A quality university education is achieved with a 
balance of academic productivity and healthy social 
bonds. If a space lacks functionality, students will 

struggle to work; they may be prone to distraction 
and discomfort, and their education will suffer. 
The same applies to socialization on campus. If 
there are too few comfortable areas for students 
to relax after class or spontaneously gather, they 
are more likely to become overwhelmed and burnt 
out by their responsibilities. 

Architects must consider a variety of design 
opportunities to support students in every aspect 
of campus life. Take learning spaces, for example. 
Classrooms and lecture halls are often larger than 
those students have experienced in high school 
or community colleges. When encountering 
these unfamiliar faces and spaces, coupled with 
the possibility of sensory overload, most people 
would feel a little overwhelmed. Perhaps more 
detrimental is the likelihood of students feeling 
disconnected from their peers or professors. To 
address these challenges, architects can install 
larger desks and swivel chairs in lecture halls to 
make collaboration easier. They can design multi-
purpose classrooms with amenities that students 
can use for their own projects when classes aren’t 
in session. Similarly, architects can create fewer 
lecture halls, using instead more intimate learning 
spaces that encourage engagement rather than 
passive listening. 

F E AT U R E :  W O R K I N G  W I T H  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  F I R M S  continued

continued on next page

“We shape our buildings and afterwards our buildings shape us.” 

—WINSTON CHURCHILL
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Choosing the Right Architectural Firm
Step one of transforming university spaces with 
architectural design is tapping into the needs 
and wants of the campus community. Step 
two involves addressing the practical matters 
of remodeling or constructing a new facility 
altogether. Financing the project may prove 
a challenge. Determining the best location 

is imperative. If a building is torn down or 
becomes the focal point of major remodeling, 
the occupants and essential equipment of 
offices and classrooms must be at least tempo-
rarily relocated. Somewhere along the line, the 
university must also find the architectural firm 
that best suits its particular needs. 

For those choosing an architectural firm, 

several factors come into consideration. First, 
it is essential that the architectural firm grasps 
the particular vision for the campus and has 
a firm plan for executing it. Collaboration 
will be necessary; the experts will identify 
unforeseen challenges and provide solutions. 
That said, a top architectural firm should also 
be open to external ideas rather than pushing 
its own vision. Second, the firm’s reputation, 
one foremost based on its quality of work, 
can inspire confidence and set the tone for 
the project. The firm should employ top-class 
architects and use expert contractors. Moreover, 
it should provide an extensive portfolio that 
confirms its competency in tackling the kinds 
of projects a university may have in mind. 
Customer feedback can offer invaluable insight, 
but first-hand experience with the residential 
architect(s) may tell campus planners even more 
about the compatibility of personalities, the 
ease with which both parties can communicate 
and understand one another, and whether the 
vision for what’s ahead in the project is in clear 
alignment.  A virtual reality rendering will go 
long in determining these considerations. Third, 
clear and transparent fees are necessary—no one 
wants to be caught off guard by escalating costs. 

A Student-First Approach with Design
The skills students acquire in higher education 
are impactful, resonating well beyond gradu-
ation. However, students must feel fully 
supported from the start. A student-first 
approach with an architectural firm may prevent 
students from feeling isolated and overwhelmed, 
which in turn may stunt their social and intel-
lectual growth. Architectural firms can meet 
with students in person to discuss what they 
need and want in campus design. In fact, when 
architects encounter students’ perspectives, they 
gain a keener understanding of how the campus 
can better support students at such a crucial 
time in their early adulthood. Campus design 
entails far more than adding technology to 
the classroom or coming up with innovative 
designs. The biggest motivator is to design 
spaces that empower students to put them at 
ease and offer them the best chance at success.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Dr. David Vinson 

has a PhD in English with specializations in 

transatlantic literature and cultural studies. 

He is a committed scholar, teacher, and dad. If you 

ever meet David, avoid the subject of soccer. His 

fandom borders on the truly obnoxious.
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MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
BUILDING

FOR PROB LE M - BA SE D SCIE NCE
BY PETER COFFEY

Research and teaching approaches to science are becoming 

increasingly problem focused rather than discipline focused. 

This shift means that today’s science buildings often incor-

porate multiple disciplines, from chemistry and biology to 

engineering and computational work, each of which needs 

different workspaces and instrumentation. As the problems 

studied change, the composition of the project teams 

changes, and the buildings themselves have to be able to 

adapt to support the needs of each new group.
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F E AT U R E :  M U LT I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  B U I L D I N G  continued

Problem-Focused, Team Approaches

Problem-focused, team approaches to science 
are a big departure from the past where science 
buildings—or the labs within them—were 
dedicated to biology, chemistry, or physics, 
and expected to stay that way for the life of 
the building. A shift away from this model 
leads to questions like these: What does that 
mean for the design of these new buildings? 
How can a lab building possibly economically 
accommodate whatever science or engineering 
discipline is the priority of the day?

McCourtney Hall of Molecular  

Science and Engineering

A few years ago, the University of Notre 
Dame built the McCourtney Hall of 
Molecular Science and Engineering; this 
project highlights the challenges and creative 
solutions to building a modern, multidisci-
plinary science and engineering building. 

Notre Dame had committed some years 
previously to expanding its already substantial 
scientific program, with the goal of enhancing 
its capabilities in analytical sciences and 
engineering, chemical and biomolecular 
engineering, and drug discovery. The 
university already had numerous science 
and engineering buildings distributed about 
the campus. The new initiative required 
not only new research space but also new 
research faculty who would be recruited to the 
university and organized as problem-based, 
cooperative research teams.

Developing Research Neighborhoods

The university decided to develop a new 
East Campus Research Complex with 
“research neighborhoods” to permit the 

kind of interdisciplinary research that Notre 
Dame believes is so important. The notion 
was to co-locate scientists and engineers 
with overlapping interests; one potential 
scenario would be polymer chemists who 
are working with engineering groups to test 
these new materials in real-world applications. 
Conversely, a similar scenario imagines the 
engineering team identifying critical appli-
cations and presenting those needs to the 
polymer chemists as a research objective. 
The university envisioned bringing these 
disciplines together in a building that not 
only provides a setting most conducive to 
innovation, but also one that can evolve 
with the science and engineering challenges 
undertaken.

Bringing Disciplines Together  

in an Innovative Setting

McCourtney Hall was the product of 
that vision, and named for a generous donor 
with long ties to the university. The 219,500 
GSF building, with 100,000 SF scheduled for 
lab space, was designed by BSA LifeStructures 
and completed in 2016. Because Notre Dame 
planned to recruit new faculty to the building, 
as well as relocate some faculty from other 
buildings on campus, some 40% of the lab 
space was reserved as shell space for later 
build-out.

BSA LifeStructures employed numerous 
approaches to support the multidisciplinary 
program while maintaining the building’s 
ability to respond to program changes in 
the future:

• A collaborative core: 
The L-shaped building locates faculty offices, 
conference rooms, and informal spaces at 
the junction of the two wings to create an 
environment that encourages informal inter-
action and collaboration.

• Open, configurable labs:
Lab spaces are open, with broad sightlines 
and modular, moveable casework that can be 
rearranged as needed to accommodate project 
teams with different instrumentation, storage, 
and work-surface needs. The open spaces 
encourage collaboration. “Flex space” can be 
assigned to either laboratory or lab-support 
functions as needed.

continued on next page

Notre Dame decided to develop a new East Campus  

Research Complex with “research neighborhoods” to permit  

the kind of interdisciplinary research that Notre Dame believes is 

so important. The notion was to co-locate scientists and engineers 

with overlapping interests; one potential scenario would be  

polymer chemists who are working with engineering groups to  

test these new materials in real-world applications.
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• Creative approaches to lab utilities: 
To ensure versatile use of lab space, air supply 
and exhaust ductwork was designed to maximize 
the number of fume hoods possible on each floor, 
so that any type of lab could go on any floor 
in the future, as needed. To avoid excessive, 
potentially under-utilized utility investments, 
the building employs a mix of central and local 
approaches to supply. Certain utilities—such as 
natural gas—were designed for central supply, 
but with point-of-use delivery only to those labs 
that needed them. Other utilities, such as the lab 
vacuum systems, were provided as in-lab, local 
networks that are installed only where the need 
is clear.

Modular Vacuum Systems

The modular vacuum systems illustrate how a 
departure from traditional practice can help 
achieve both technical performance objectives 
and the adaptability goals of a problem-based 
organization of research or teaching. By installing 
the vacuum only where needed, the university 
avoids overbuilding of a utility that may well be 

needed in a chemistry or biology lab, but may 
not be needed in a physics or computational lab.

At the same time, should vacuum be needed 
for a new research program in a space where it is 
currently not provided, the installation can usually 
be accomplished in a day or two per lab. Lab-by-lab 
installation also prevents any risk of inter-lab 
cross-contamination through vacuum lines.

Vacuum is typically used intermittently in most 
labs. If produced in-lab and only as needed by 
that lab, on-demand vacuum production by small, 
local pumps saves energy and extends mainte-
nance cycles. At Notre Dame, early monitoring 
of the local vacuum system usage suggests future 
energy savings of greater than 50% compared 
with a central vacuum system designed to serve 
the same number of users. The local network 
approach to vacuum also solved a problem that 
had plagued another science building at Notre 
Dame. The central vacuum system in the Stepan 
Chemistry Hall had to be shut down several years 
before when solvents were occasionally sucked into 
the system, damaging the pumps and leading to 
expensive repairs.

F E AT U R E :  M U LT I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  B U I L D I N G  continued

MCCOURTNEY HALL OF MOLECULAR SCIENCE  

AND ENGINEERING / UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
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Improving Lab Safety  
and Operating Efficiencies

In the past, scientists had needed to buy their 
own pumps, hitting departmental budgets. 
The local vacuum networks installed in 
McCourtney Hall rely on chemical-re-
sistant pumps and tubing, and ensure that 
the entire building vacuum system is not at 
risk should someone inadvertently aspirate 
corrosive solvents into the lines. Net, a 
technology chosen largely to address the need 
for adaptability in a multidisciplinary facility, 
also overcome a longstanding maintenance 
challenge and should provide continuing 
operating savings. Other utilities that are 
typically supplied as fixed, whole-building 
systems but could be supplied modularly 
deserve investigation when the varied needs 
of multidisciplinary teams call for specialized 
local requirements.

Examples of such utilities include the 
following:

1. Modular electrical raceways that permit 
delivery of electricity of the needed 
voltage—120V, 240V, 480V—anywhere 
in a lab, eliminating the need for invasive 
rewiring when instrumentation changes.

2. Point-of-use ultrapure water systems and 
in-lab gas generators or cylinders instead 
of piped gases. Both of these eliminate 
the cost and inflexibility of building-wide 
piping systems.

3. Filtered fume hoods, which operate 
without ductwork needed by fixed hoods, 
permitting the hoods to be relocated as 
needed. While most commonly used for 
teaching labs, filtered fume hoods can be 
adapted for specific project requirements 
and can lower long-term energy costs.

An early test of the adaptability the new 
McCourtney building to an unpredictable 
research program occurred when the Notre 

Dame science-recruiting effort found quick 
success. Within a year of occupying the new 
building, the university has already had to 
fit-out 25% of the reserved lab space for four 
labs for new research teams. The funda-
mental planning vision—a building that can 
accommodate the varied and changing needs 
of a wide range of scientific and engineering 
disciplines—has produced a building that 
can be quickly and economically outfitted 
for new faculty with new research problems 
to solve.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Peter Coffey has 

served since 2009 as Vice President at 

Vacuubrand, Inc., where he has been working to 

bring to North America energy and water-saving 

lab vacuum technology developed by 

Vacuubrand of Germany. Coffey holds degrees 

in biology, natural resources management, and 

business.
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C O L U M N :  C A M P U S  U P D AT E S

Bard College is proud to announce 
that it has received a $399,000 
award from the Mellon Foundation 

to support a three-year applied learning 
research curricular project on voting rights. 
The project, done in collaboration with 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical 
State University, Tuskegee University, Prairie 
View A&M University, and The Andrew 
Goodman Foundation, will use the 26th 
Amendment—which lowered the voting age 
from twenty-one to eighteen and outlawed 
age-based voter discrimination—as a prism 
through which to understand the history of 
voting and disenfranchisement in the United 
States and the role of college communities in 
the fight for voting rights. 

The project will produce research and 
teaching materials on the history of voting 
rights—with a special focus on the 26th 
Amendment—in the form of written and 
video case studies, recorded lectures, and oral 
histories. These materials will be contextualized 
by the historic and contemporary struggles 
for voting rights on these campuses and will 
in turn be used in the classroom in co-de-
signed and co-taught network collaborative 
courses that will take place simultaneously at 
the four main partner institutions of higher 
education: Bard College, North Carolina 
Agricultural and Technical State University, 
Tuskegee University, and Prairie View A&M 
University. The materials will also be used 
in trainings of student ambassadors of The 
Andrew Goodman Foundation, a national 
organization situated on eighty-one campuses 
across twenty-six states and Washington, 
D.C., including at these institutions, with 

a mission to make youth voices and votes a 
powerful force in democracy. The Andrew 
Goodman Foundation will lift up students’ 
ongoing work on these campuses and across 
its network, and historically ground and help 
shape the students’ future civic engagement 
activities as promoters and defenders of the 
right to vote. 

This project highlights how academic 
institutions and their leaders can also serve 
as important civic actors in promoting and 
defending democratic principles. The four 
institutions centrally involved in the project 
offer unique insights into the role of colleges 
in the fight for voting rights, particularly the 
fight against discrimination based on race 
and age. 

Bard College has, for the last quarter 
century, participated in four successful 
lawsuits, one federal and three state, grounded 
in the 26th Amendment, which established 
student voting eligibility, polling sites on 
campus, outlawing campus gerrymanders, 
and the adoption of a state law mandating 
polling sites on college campuses with more 
than three hundred registered student voters. 

Tuskegee University (then Tuskegee 
Institute) and its Dean of Students Charles 
Goode Gomillion were at the center of a 
boycott in response to the decision by the 
Town of Tuskegee to gerrymander town 
lines so as to exclude the majority of Black 
residents. Gomillion was the lead plaintiff 
in the landmark 1960 Supreme Court 
case, Gomillion v. Lightfoot, in which the 
court found—for the first time—that an 
election district boundary designed to exclude 
Black people denied equal representation and 

was in violation of the 15th Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution. 

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical 
State University (North Carolina A&T) was 
not only the home of the Greensboro Four 
and a critical catalyzing actor during the civil 
rights movement, but was featured in recent 
North Carolina state and federal cases Harper 
v. Lewis and Common Cause v. Runcho, 
which fought corrosive partisan gerryman-
dering in the state and ultimately caused the 
invalidation of the state map which divided 
the university’s campus into two congressional 
districts.

Prairie View A&M was involved in the only 
26th Amendment case that went before the 
Supreme Court, Symm v. United States, which 
in 1979 established the rights of students to 
vote as residents where they attend college. 
Prairie View A&M students have subse-
quently led numerous efforts to fight voter 
harassment and intimidation, including more 
recently in a federal case for equal access to 
early on-campus voting opportunities. 

Here are a few comments on this exciting 
initiative from key actors involved:

Melanye Price, Director of the Ruth J. 
Simmons Center for Race and Justice, Prairie 
View A&M University, says, “Prairie View 
and the Ruth J. Simmons Center for Race and 
Justice are proud to be part of this grant. Our 
students have been at the forefront of student 
voting rights advocacy, and it is important 
the current students know this history. 
We are excited to partner with the Mellon 
Foundation, Bard College, and other HBCUs 
to bring this history to national attention.”

Dr. Jelani M. Favors, the Henry E. Frye 
Distinguished Professor of History at North 
Carolina A&T State University, says, “North 
Carolina A&T State University is excited 
to partner with Bard College, Prairie View 
A&M, Tuskegee University, and The Andrew 
Goodman Foundation in launching this new 
teaching and research initiative. With support 
from the Mellon Foundation and the Open 
Society University Network, our institutions 
are poised to further highlight the legacy of 

Bard College Awarded $399,000 Grant from 
Mellon Foundation for Civic Engagement and Voting Rights

The project will produce research and teaching materials on  

the history of voting rights—with a special focus on the 26th 

Amendment—in the form of written and video case studies,  

recorded lectures, and oral histories. 
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civic action and social justice that have defined 
our campuses and to educate a new generation 
of students on the challenges that continue to 
threaten and undermine American democracy.”

Jonathan Becker, Professor of Political 
Studies at Bard and Bard’s Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, who is the project’s Principal 
Investigator, says, “We are thrilled that the 
Mellon Foundation is supporting this project, 
which unites four universities and a non-profit 
that have been centrally involved in defending 
the rights of students to vote and the fight against 
race-based disenfranchisement. Young people 
are the country’s future, and defending their 
voting rights is essential to a healthy democracy.”

Yael Bromberg, Esq., a constitutional 
rights attorney, leading legal scholar of the 

Twenty-Sixth Amendment and lecturer at 
Rutgers Law School, who additionally serves 
as Special Counsel and Strategic Advisor to 
the President/CEO of The Andrew Goodman 
Foundation, says, “This unique applied learning 
collaboration will be the first to examine and 
conceptualize the ways in which a protected 
class of voters—youth voters—experience and 
fight against unconstitutional violations of the 
right to vote, and the unique role of academic 
institutions in supporting them. The collab-
oration is special in that we will train and 
inspire young democracy practitioners, based 
on the studied experiences of their peers across 
the country, how to effectively organize and 
advocate, and when necessary, litigate, for social 
change.” 

Charles Imohiosen, Esq., President and CEO 
of The Andrew Goodman Foundation, says, 
“The Andrew Goodman Foundation is excited 
to continue to partner with North Carolina 
A&T University, Prairie View A&M University, 
and of course Bard College, to make youth 
voices and votes a powerful force in democracy. 
We look forward to welcoming Tuskegee 
University into our family, and are grateful to 
the Mellon Foundation for making this possible. 
This unique applied learning collaboration will 
allow The Andrew Goodman Foundation to 
share best practices and skills from our network 
and learn collectively with our partners, as we 
continue to train and empower young people 
with the key tools to be effective democracy 
practitioners.”

ABOUT THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION: The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation is the nation’s largest supporter of the arts and humanities.  Since 1969, the Foundation has been 
guided by its core belief that the humanities and arts are essential to human understanding.  The Foundation believes that the arts and humanities are where we express our complex 
humanity, and that everyone deserves the beauty, transcendence, and freedom that can be found there. Through our grants, we seek to build just communities enriched by meaning and 

empowered by critical thinking, where ideas and imagination can thrive.  
 

ABOUT BARD COLLEGE: Founded in 1860, Bard College is a four-year, residential college of the liberal arts and sciences located ninety miles north of New York City. With the addition 
of the Montgomery Place estate, Bard’s campus consists of nearly 1,000 parklike acres in the Hudson River Valley. It offers Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of 
Music degrees, with majors in more than forty academic programs; graduate degrees in eleven programs; nine early colleges; and numerous dual-degree programs nationally and 
internationally. Building on its 161-year history as a competitive and innovative undergraduate institution, Bard College has expanded its mission as a private institution acting in the 
public interest across the country and around the world to meet broader student needs and increase access to liberal arts education. The undergraduate program at the main campus 
in upstate New York has a reputation for scholarly excellence, a focus on the arts, and civic engagement. Bard is committed to enriching culture, public life, and democratic discourse by 

training tomorrow’s thought leaders. For more information about Bard College, visit bard.edu.



C O L U M N :  C A M P U S  U P D AT E S

Greffex, Inc. and Houston Christian 
University (HCU) have approved 
an agreement to partner in the 

development of laboratory space in the 
College of Science and Engineering as well 
as the School of Nursing and Allied Health at 
HCU. The partnership will enhance learning 
experiences for students in relevant academic 
programs, provide welcome additions to the 
HCU learning and teaching environment, 
and provide shared technology and other 
resources which support the goals of Greffex 
and HCU.

HCU President Robert Sloan expresses 
gratitude for the partnership as it “represents 
the type of engagement and collaboration 
with the Houston marketplace that our Ten 
Pillars 2030 strategic plan envisions.” The 
purpose of this agreement is to establish a 
framework for collaboration between the 
two parties, leveraging Greffex’s scientific 
and entrepreneurial expertise and resources, 
coupled with HCU’s expertise in critical 
disciplines. The partnership aims to foster 
the improvement of existing—and the 
development of new—biotechnology tools. 
Under this Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU), the parties will also explore collabo-
rative training and educational opportunities 
presented by the partnership and the disci-
plines involved.

HCU offers a number of academic disci-
plines of great relevance to Greffex and other 
biotechnology companies and is developing 
new undergraduate and graduate degrees of 
even greater relevance. Existing programs 
include Bachelor of Science degrees in 
biochemistry and molecular biology, biology, 
chemistry, computer science, engineering, and 
information systems. New degrees in devel-
opment include clinical laboratory science 
and a professional science master’s degree in 
biology/biotechnology.

The partnership will lead to a number 
of developments and services, potentially 
including:

• Development of HCU laboratory space 
(teaching laboratory space in a new 
Science, Engineering, and Nursing 
building, including specialized laboratory 
equipment)

• Cooperative use of HCU lab space

• Internships and other educational  
experiences for HCU students

• Joint research and scientific development

• Scientific expertise and advice regarding 
facilities and modern biotechnology 
techniques

About Houston Christian University
For more than sixty years, Houston Christian 
University has equipped students to lead, 
collaborate, and embody a deep sense of 
spiritual purpose as a result of its central 
confession, “Jesus Christ is Lord.” The 
University offers a wide range of majors, 
undergraduate, graduate and doctoral 

degree programs, as well as NCAA Division 
I athletics in the Southland Conference. 
Located in the heart of one of the nation’s 
largest metropolitan centers, HCU’s culture 
of excellence molds the next generation 
of educated disciples to be pillars in their 
communities, preparing them to think criti-
cally and Biblically as they impact the world.

About Greffex, Inc.
Greffex, Inc. was founded on the principles 
of creating innovative therapies and vaccines 
to protect and heal mankind while keeping 
its focus on the value propositions available 
by being novel, successful, and progressive. 
Greffex, Inc. has developed an advanced, 
universal vaccine and genetic therapy platform 
that delivers unprecedented time to market, 
cost efficiency, efficacy, and safety through the 
use of proprietary clean adenoviral vectors. 
This platform is being used to generate a 
pipeline of over twelve vaccines and genetic 
therapy for the treatment of Usher’s disease.

Greffex, Inc. and HCU Partner to Enhance Biotechnology 
Learning Activities and Technology
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